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INTRODUCTION

National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has been constituted by the Government
of India, as a statutory body under section 3 of the Commissions for Protection of Child Rights (CPCR)
Act, 2005 (No. 4 of 2006) for dealing with the protection of child rights and related matters. Under
section 13(1) of the Commissions for Protection of Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005, has provided certain
functions to ensure that the rights of children are protected especially the most vulnerable and
marginalized.

In addition, the Commission has also been mandated to monitor the implementation of the Juvenile
Justice (Care & Protection of Children) Act, 2015, Right of Children to Free & Compulsory Education
(RTE) Act, 2009 and Prevention of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012.

BACKGROUND:

There are various industries and sectors in India where it is observed that children are being engaged as
child labour and Automobile Industry is one of them. The Automobile Industry is one of the fasted
growing industries which are now penetrated in almost all parts of the country. Interestingly, it is
observed that this industry has a distinct feature of having two facets i.e. organized sector which is well
regulated and the unorganized sector which is unregulated, uninspected and not monitored. There are
some cases of complaints received and observations made by the Commission of matter regarding
children working in unorganized automobile activities including repair shops, grey market spare parts
selling, fitting, dismantling, scraping extracting spare parts etc. The experience of the Commission point
out that “when an industry or sector involve or depend upon unorganized activities in its entire supply
chain, like in the case of Automobile Industry attracts child labour.

The automotive industry comprising the automobile and the auto component segments — is one of the
key drivers of the economic growth in India. With its deep backward linkages and forward linkages, it is
seen as a major driver and has been recognized as a sector with very high potential to increase the share
of manufacturing in gross domestic product (GDP), exports and employment. The automotive industry in
India comprises of all vehicles, including 2-3 wheelers, passenger cars and multi-utility vehicles, light and
heavy commercial vehicles, and agricultural tractors and other earth moving machineries, besides the
component segment for all these categories.

The automobile is one of the most successful manufactured products of the past century as well as in
this century. It is perceived as a fast, comfortable, flexible and affordable mode of transport and has
become a status symbol or means to reflect identity. Automobiles are and will continue to be critical for
the functioning of various industries, sectors, societies and economy of our country.

Therefore, it is more important to understand the sector and inherent the inherent reasons why this
industry is attracting child labour.













