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Message

1 am glad to note that the National Commission for Protection of
Child Rights has brought out its Annual Report for the vear 2016-17,
highlighting the major activities and initiatives undertaken 1::-*. it.

2, The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights is a

statutory body constituted on 5% March, 2007, under the Commissions
for Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005. The Commission's Mandate is to
ensure that all Laws, Policies, Programmes and Administrative
Mechanisms are in consonance with the perspective of the Child Rights

as enshrined in the Constitution of India and also in the U.N. Convention
on Rights of the Child (UNCRC).

3. During the year 2016-17, the Commission made continuous efforts
to attain its mandate, which included review of existing laws and policies
for children, inquiry into complaints of viclation/ deprivation of child
richts, inspection of child carc institutions, examination of factors
inhibiting enjoyment of child rights and promoted public awareness on
child rights.

4. The Commission organized a significamt number of workshops/
seminars/ consultations on various issues concerning child rights in
collaboration with State Commissions. The Commission disposed off
2,208 cases of grievances violating child rights.

5. | appreciate the Commission’s initiative of development of
‘POCSO e-box’ which is an easy and direct online medium of reporting of
cases of sexual abuse under POCSO Act, 2012,

6. 1 am sure the Commission would continue its endeavour of

fulfilling its mandate. 7 ‘(%7{

(Smt. Maneka Sanjay Gandhi)

Mew Delhi
February 07, 2018

Off. Room No. 353, 'A' Wing, Shastri Bhavan, Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road, New Delhi-110 001, Tel.: 23074052 - 54, Fax: 23387384
Resi. : 14 Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001, Tel. : 23357088, Fax. : 23354321
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Dr. VIRENDRA KUMAR

MESSAGE

It is my pleasure to know that National Commission for Protection of
Child Rights (NCPCR), a statutory body constituted under CPCR Act, 2005
to protect rights of children, has come up with its Annual Report for the
year 2016-17, highlighting the major activities undertaken by them.

NCPCR has been rendering relentless services towards children with
its vision that all children enjoy their basic and inalienable rights of
survival, development, protection and participation in accordance with the
Constitutional framework, law, policy and UNCRC, across the country.

The Commission, in its mandate to monitor the implementation of
Jl, POCSO and RTE Acts, issued directivesfadvisories and
recommendations to concerned authorities to protect the rights of
children. It conducted series of workshops and developed and
disseminated messages to sensitize and create awareness on various
provisions of the Acts and to protect children from sexual abuse.

I am sure the Commission would continue to strive for excellence in
ensuring rights and protection of children of the nation.

I convey my best wishes to the Commission for resounding success

A>_Gl o

(Dr. Virendra Kumar)

of its endeavour.

wratEy W A, 756, U R, el e, 31 3o wens 95, 78 f3ll- 110 001, GO0 © 23362361-63, AT : 23070704
Off. : Room Mo, 756, A Wing, Shasiri Bhavan, Or. Rajendra Prasad Road, Mew Delhi-110 001, Tel, : 011-23382361.63, Fax : 011-23070704
Frare - 22, Wi W8, 7 ReA, o : 011-23055600. 23350855
Res. : 22 Mahadev Fioad, New Delhi-110001, Tel. : 011- 23355500, 23350855
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Preface

It is my pleasure to present the Annual Report for the year 2016-17 of the National

Commission for Protection of Child Rights as envisaged in the Commissions for Protection of
Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005,

N -[}urlng the year under report, the Commission carried forward and expanded the
activities of the previous year for achieving its mandate.

Considering the large number of cases relating to Child Sexual Abuse being reported in
the media every day, NCPCR developed POCSO e-box, an easy and direct online way of
reporting of cases of sexual abuse under POCSO Act, 2012, It was launched by the Hon’ble
Union Minister, Women & Child Development on 26® August, 2016, The e-box was widely
applauded and the Commission received the Silver SKOCH Order of Merit Award 2016,
Further, to generate awareness among the public regarding provisions of the POCSO Act, a
weeklong campaign was launched in Delhi with the support of Delhi Police, Government
Agencies, Civil Societies, Media & Youth volunteers.

The Commission being mandated to monitor implementation of 1J and POCSO Acts,
developed tools for monitoring implementation of these Acts and directed all States to submit a
monthly report by Nodal Officers especially got appointed by State Government for this purpose,
Various advisories/directives were also issued to concerned authorities from time to time to
protect the rights of children, which included safety of children in schools; provisioning of
Aadhaar Cards to children in CCls; steps to stop child marriages; trafficking of children and
curbing illegal adoption; constitution of multi disciplinary team to take immediate suo-motu
cognizance in case of child sexual abuse; effective implementation of the sections 77, 78 of the
JJ Act, 2015 regarding use of tobacco by children; ete.

To prevent abduction and kidnapping to children, NCPCR, framed guidelines for creating
Child Friendly Melas/large Gatherings and sent it to all the States for implementation for care &
protection of children. For the first time with the support and guidance of NCPCR, three large
scale Melas i.e, Simhasth Kumbh, Madhya Prades; Krishna Pushkaran, Andhra Pradesh: and
Poush Mela, West Bengal were declared Child Friendly Melas.

Children in street situations are often subject to abuse, neglect, exploitation and are
victims of anti social activities and groups. NCPCR in collaboration with Save the Children
(Baal Suraksha) developed and launched Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) on Care and
Protection of Children in Street Situations.

Cont.....

541 A, SEarE fafee, 36, se9g, 7§ Re-110 001
5th Floor, Chanderlok Building, 36, Janpath, New Delhi-110 001
/ Ph. : 011-23478212, 23731583 B / Fax : 011-23731584
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To ensure the right to free and compulsory education for all children as mandated by the
Right to Education Act (RTE) of 2009, several activities were carried out by the Commission.
This included consultations on: Re-engaging Out of School Children; Ensuring rights of
education of children of minority community; Development of Regulatory norms for Play
Schools; Recommendations for New Education Policy to MHRD etc.

Members of the Commission continued to visit States to promote, protect and spread
awareness on Child Rights. They also made on-spot inquiries based on the gravity of the
complaints. The Commission undertook a campaign for quick grievance redressal. During this
year 2276 grievances were settled.

The Commission carried out awareness activities through: advertisement in Delhi Metro
trains; pamphlets, an animated movie on POCSO e-box; various radio spots on the provisions of
JJ and POCSO Acts were also prepared and aired. The year ended with celebration of ‘Swachhta
Pakhwada’ for creating awareness among children and community on the theme of sanitation &
hygiene through various activities.

The Commission celebrated its 10" Foundation Day on 5% March, 2017 at New Delhi
which was participated by children from various NGOs. The occasion was graced by Shri Rajeev
Chandrasekhar, Member Parliament.

The Annual Report documents all important activities of the Commission carried out
during 2016-17. In-spite of functioning without its full complement of Members, it was ensured
that NCPCR did justice to its mandate in respect of child rights in a pro-active manner in the best

interest of the children of the country.

I W4

(Stuti Kacker)
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List of Abbreviations

Anti Human Trafficking Unit

All India Institute of Medical Sciences

Action Taken Report

Child Care Institute

Child in Conflict with Law

Crime Investigation Department

Child Labour (Prohibition & Regulation) Act, 2016
Child in Need of Care and Protection
Commissions for Protection of Child Rights

Child Sexual Abuse

Child Welfare Committee

Child Welfare Police Officer

District Child Protection Officer

District Child Protection Unit

Delhi State Legal services Authority

Department of Women and Child Development
Institute of Human Behaviour and Allied Scienecs

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act,2015

Juvenile Justice Board

Left Wing Extremism

Ministry of Human Resource Development
Ministry of Panchayti Raj

Ministery of Women and Child Development
National Capital Territory

North East

National Health Mision

National Human Rights Commission

National Commisiion for Protection of Child Rights
One Stop Crisis Center

Probation Officer

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences, Act 2012
Public Works Department

State Commission for Protection of Child Rights
State Child Protection Society

Standard Operating Procedures

Special Juvenile Police Unit

United Nations Convenetion Of Child Rights
United Nations Children’s Fund

Women and Child Development

World Health Organisation
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1.0 Introduction

The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) was set up in March 2007
under the Commissions for Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005. The Commission’s Mandate is to en-
sure that all Laws, Policies, Programmes and Administrative Mechanisms are in consonance with the
perspective of the Child Rights as enshrined in the Constitution of India and also the U.N. Convention
on Rights of the Child (UNCRC).

NCPCR believes that all rights of children within the age group of 0 to 18 years are of equal
and concomitant importance for their holistic development and therefore it strives to monitor discharge
of the State‘s obligations to protect these rights. As a seed is nurtured with care and nourishment in
order to become a fruit yielding tree, the child environed in the diversity and plurality of the customs
and cultures of India has to be provided with a protective and nutritious environment with all due en-
titlements from the day he or she is born.

1.1 Functions of NCPCR:

The Commissions for Protection of the Child Rights Act, 2005 prescribes the following functions for
the Commission :-

i. Examine and review the safeguards provided by or under any law for the time being in force
for the protection of child rights and recommend measures for their effective implementa-

tion.

ii. Present to the Central Government, annually and at such other intervals, as the Commis-
sion may deem fit, report upon the working of those safeguards for the protection of Child
Rights.

iii. Inquire into violation of child rights and recommend initiation of proceedings in such cases.

iv. Examine all factors that inhibit the enjoyment of rights of children affected by terrorism,
communal violence, riots, natural disasters, domestic violence, HIV/ AIDS, trafficking, mal-
treatment, torture and exploitation, pornography and prostitution and recommend appropri-

ate remedial measures.

v. Look into matters relating to children in need of special care and protection, including chil-
dren in distress, marginalized and disadvantaged children, children in conflict with law,
juveniles, children without family and children of prisoners and recommend appropriate

remedial measures.



vi. Study treaties and other international instruments and undertake periodic review of existing
policies, programmes, and other activities on child rights and make recommendations for

their effective implementation in the best interest of children.
vii. Undertake and promote research in the field of child rights.

viii. Spread child rights literacy among various sections of society and promote awareness of the
safeguards available for protection of these rights through publications, media, seminars and

other available means.

ix. Inspect or cause to be inspected any juvenile custodial home or any other place of residence
or institution meant for children, under the control of the Central Government or any State
Government or any other authority including any institution run by a social organization,
where children are detained or lodged for the purpose of treatment, reformation or protec-

tion and take up with these authorities matters for taking remedial action, if found necessary.

x. Inquire into complaints and take suo-moto notice of matters related to: deprivation and vio-
lation of child rights; Non implementation of laws providing for protection and development
of children; Non compliance of policy decisions, guidelines or instructions aimed at mitigat-
ing hardships to and ensuring welfare of the children and to provide relief to such children

or take up the issues arising out of such matters with appropriate authorities;

xi. Such other functions as it may consider necessary for the promotion of child rights and any

other matter incidental to the above functions.

Besides, functions of the Commission have also been specifically laid down in the JJ Act, 2015,
POCSO Act, 2012 and RTE Act, 2009.

1.2 Composition

The Commissions for Protection of Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005 provides for one Chairper-
son who, is a person of eminence and has done outstanding work for promoting the welfare of children;
and six Members, out of which at least two shall be women, from the fields of: i) education; ii) child
health, care, welfare or child development; iii) juvenile justice or care of neglected or marginalized
children or children with disabilities; iv) elimination of child labour or children in distress; v) child
psychology or sociology; and vi) laws relating to children, from amongst persons of eminence, ability,
integrity, standing and experience.

During the period under report, the Commission appointed during 2015-16 continued to function
with Smt. Stuti Kacker as Chairperson, and 3 Members, Shri Yashwant Jain, Shri Priyank Kanoongo,
and Smt. Rupa Kapoor. Since there were only 3 Members functioning in the Commission against the

sanctioned strength of 6, the team functioned with the following additional allocations of work:

i. Shri Yashwant Jain Juvenile justice system; Protection of Children from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO); Child Law; and Child Labour
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ii. Shri Priyank Kanoongo Child Education
iii. Smt. Rupa Kapoor Child Health & Nutrition; and Child Psychology & Sociology

During the period under report, the activities of the Commission accelerated fast. The Commis-
sion inquired into complaints of violation/deprivation of child rights, inspected child care institutions,
examined factors inhibiting enjoyment of child rights, reviewed existing laws and policies for children,
promoted public awareness and child participations in decisions/actions affecting them and made in-
quiries into matters relating to deprivations of child rights etc. with its powers of a civil court under the
Code of Civil Procedure, 1908.

1.3 Strategies adopted for Major Interventions:

i) State visits: Periodic state visits in the context of monitoring the implementation of
laws and legislations pertaining to the rights of the children through adequate follow up
with letters/reports to the government on proposed action plans, departmental meetings

etc.

ii) Recommendations and Directives: One of the important prerogatives of the Commis-
sion is to monitor and send appropriate recommendations/directives to the States for

necessary follow up action by the stake holders.

iii) Review of Laws and Policies: NCPCR reviews the National policies and other legal

documents pertaining to the rights and welfare of the children.

iv) Policy Dialogue with Ministries/Departments: In order to bring child friendly
changes in the implementation of laws and legislations, periodic meetings and discus-
sions are held with various ministries like Labour, Human Resource Development etc.,
whereby information is also shared to forge ahead a rights based approach for the needy

children.

V) Consultations/Workshops: NCPCR believes that collective efforts from various ac-
tors like academia, civil society, officials and members form an integral part of the
system through which momentum can be generated on various child rights issues. In
addition, working groups and committees are constituted for technical support and ad-

vice on specific issues pertaining to children.

vi) Complaint Management System & Summons: One of the primary activities of NCP-
CR is to take up specific complaints to enquire into the violation of child rights and rec-
ommend appropriate action where there is lapse/delay on the part of the Government.
The procedure of registration, sending letters to concerned authority and proper follow
up through reminders are part of the complaint management system. NCPCR has also

been vested with the power of summoning officials if there are no responses from them.

vii) Public Hearing: NCPCR takes up specific complaints where there are gross violations



viii)

of children’s rights by conducting open and transparent enquiries where the voices of
children and their protagonists are heared in the presence of NCPCR and Government
authorities. Through public hearings, time bound action on recommendations is moni-

tored with the concerned district/state authorities.

Strengthening the Role and Functions of SCPCRs: SCPCRs are working as an ex-
tended arm of NCPCR in each State. A total of 34 SCPCRs were working as per the
guidelines of the CPCR Act during the year.
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2.0 Introduction

The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights has been mandated under Section 31 of
the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009 to:

a) examine and review the safeguards for rights provided under the Act and to recommend

measures for their effective implementation;
b) inquire into complaints relating to the child’s right to free and compulsory education and;

c) take necessary steps as provided under Section 15 of the Commissions for Protection of
Child Rights Act, 2005.

In furtherance of its mandate under the RTE Act, 2009 and the functions assigned to it under
Section 13 and 14 of the CPCR Act, 2005, the NCPCR has undertaken a series of initiatives. These
inter-alia include redressing complaints, conducting inquiries, undertaking policy interventions and
organizing programmes and research activities. The major activities conducted as regards Education

during the year are:
2.1  Programme Activities

2.1.1 Safety and Security of Children in Schools-Development of a Manual

The Commission on taking note of the deaths of school children in different parts of the coun-
try due to inadequate safety and security measures, decided to develop a ‘Comprehensive Man-
ual for Safety and Security of Children in Schools’. The Commission reviewed the existing
guidelines on Safety and Security of Children in Schools with the representatives of different
Ministries/Departments of the Government and the concerned organizations. Four sub-com-
mittees were constituted to develop guidelines under four thematic areas i.e. (i) Infrastructure
(i1) Health (iii) Abuse and mental health (iv) Teacher curriculum and training. Based on the
outcome, the Manual was drafted containing comprehensive guidelines on Safety and Security
of Children in Schools.

2.1.2 Regulatory Guidelines on Private Play Schools

To bring inclusiveness and uniformity in functioning of all private educational institutions im-
parting pre-school education and prevent violation of child rights in the age group of 3-6 years,
NCPCR framed Regulatory Norms/Guidelines for them with the aim to remove ambiguities
in such private educational institutions with a view to achieve national as well as international
standards of pre-school education. The guidelines so finalized were circulated to all the con-
cerned stakeholders viz. MWCD, NIPCCD, State WCD Dept.; Chief Secretaries and SCPCRs



recommending their adoption in their respective jurisdiction. The detailed guidelines is avail-

able at http://ncpcr.gov.in/guidelines.
2.1.3 Consultation on the education of the children of Muslim Minorities

To ensure rights of children to free and compulsory elementary education of the children of
the minority community under RTE Act, 2009, NCPCR organized 4 one-day Consultations at
Ranchi, Nagpur, Kadappa and New Delhi. More than 500 madarsas and around 600 madarsa
going children were covered under this exercise. The participants in the Consultations included
Madrasa representatives, children and parents of children of minority communities etc. One of
the strong view expressed in the Consultations was that the benefits of RTE Act, 2009 may be

extended to the children of Muslim and other Minorities.
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2.1.4 Review cum consultation meeting on re-engaging Out-of-School (OoSC) Children

Consequent upon the deliberations held during first
meeting of the CABE Sub-committee on 12.02.2016 on
Out-of-School Children, NCPCR organized a two-day
review-cum- deliberation meeting on ‘Devising Path-
ways for Re-engaging Out of School Children’ on 4"-
5" April, 2016 at Delhi. The meeting was held in col-
laboration with MHRD & NCERT and was attended by
Members of CABE Sub-committee on Out-of-School
Children, Secretaries, Departments of Education of States/UTs, representatives from SCERTS,

Chairpersons/Members from SCPCRs and Ministry of Tribal Affairs etc. The key recommen-
dations framed by NCPCR were sent to CABE Sub-committee Members and all SCPCRs on
01.08.2016. The same were also sent to Ministry of Labour and Employment. One of the core
recommendations of the consultation was the universal definition of out of school children
that requires interventions by the school and community which has been referred in Child La-
bour (Prohibition and Regulation) Amendment Rules, 2017. The detailed recommendations are

available at http://ncpcr.gov.in/recomendations.



http://ncpcr.gov.in/recomendations

2.1.5 Review meetings for Inter-departmental Convergence

As a follow-up to MWCD communication to State Departments of Women and Child De-
velopment and Education to ensure convergence between Anganwadis and primary schools
to prevent Out-of-School Children, the Member (Education), NCPCR visited Ahmedabad
(05.08.2016), Mumbai (30.08.2016) and Guwahati (04.10.2016) and conducted meetings with

the State Government Officials to implement the envisioned convergence.
2.1.6 Smart India Hackthon, 2017

NCPCR submitted problem statements in October, 2016 for Smart India Hackathon, 2017, a
competition in which innovative digital solutions were developed, organized by AICTE in col-
laboration with i4c at AICTE. In response to 19 selected problem statements from NCPCR, 161
ideas were received from different institutions of repute. The ideas received were reviewed in
the Commission and 41 teams from technical institutions were short-listed to participate in the
final event scheduled for 1%-2" April, 2017 at Sagar Institute of Research and Training (SIRT),
Bhopal.

2.1.7 Workshop at Guwahati

NCPCR in collaboration with the Assam SCPCR organised a one-day Workshop on J.J. Act,
2015 and RTE Act, 2009 at Shilpgram, Assam for NGOs/CSOs running children homes and
hostels. The Workshop was attended by more than 150 participants. The Member (Law) and
the Member (Education), NCPCR also participated in the Workshop.

2.2  Policy Level Interventions

2.2.1 Recommendations to NITI Aayog for Inter-Ministerial Convergence on Social sector Initia-
tives in the Union Budget 2017-18

The Member (Education) participated in an ‘Inter-Ministerial Consultation on Education in
the Union Budget 2017-18’ organised by NITI Aayog under the Chairpersonship of Principal
Advisor, NITI Aayog on 20.03.2017. During the Consultation, the Member presented and sub-
mitted a document on NCPCR’s vision and recommendations on the inter-ministerial conver-

gence. The detailed recommendations are available at http://ncpcr.gov.in/recomendations.
2.2.2  Consultation and Recommendations for New Education Policy (NEP)

For the purpose of formulation of recommendations for incorporation in the New Education
Policy, the suggestions received during the four (4) Regional Consultations organized by NCP-
CR were consolidated in the form of a Report which was sent to the MHRD for consideration
for inclusion in the upcoming Policy. The detailed report of the Consultations is available at

http://ncpcr.gov.in/reports.
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2.3

2.3.1
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Recommendations on 14-point Agenda for the 64" Central Advisory Board on Education
(CABE) to MHRD

The Member (Education) represented Commission at the 64" Meeting of the Central Adviso-
ry Board of Education (CABE) held on 25.10.2016. Prior to the meeting, NCPCR’s 14-point
Agenda for the Meeting was sent to MHRD vide letter dated 13.10.2016. The NCPCR’s rec-

ommendations on the Agenda Points were also submitted in the Meeting.
Recommendation to Law Commission of India to include Education in the Uniform Civil Code

The Law Commission of India with the aim to reform the law for maximizing justice in society
and promoting good governance invited suggestions on all possible models and template of a
common civil code. In this regard, NCPCR suggested to Law Commission of India to include
Education in the Uniform Civil Code.

Recommendations
Hon’ble Minister of HRD for North Eastern States

NCPCR conducted review meetings in North Eastern States (Assam, Mizoram, Manipur, Tri-
pura and Meghalaya) to assess status of issues related to child rights and child protection, with
special focus on Education and implementation of the RTE Act, 2009. Based on key issues
emerged from the review meetings, NCPCR sent its recommendations to the Hon’ble Minister
of Human Resource Development on 14.02.2017. (Annexure-1)

Assam Government on various aspects of Child Rights

NCPCR organized a review meeting with State Departments and stakeholders of Assam on
04.10.2016 to review and assess the issues pertaining to child rights with focus on Education,
Health and Child Protection. Based on the observations of the meeting, NCPCR recommended
to Govt. of Assam on various issues concerning child rights such as re-engagaing Out of School
Children (OoSC); SABLA scheme; sensitization of stakeholders and functionaries of CCIs as
per JJ Act, 2015; constitution of a Madarsa Board; filling of vacant posts of Assam SCPCR;
mapping of all children of Child Care Institutions (CCls); etc. (Annexure-I1)
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2.3.3 Commissioner/Secretary, Dept. of Elementary Education, Assam

On the basis of decisions taken in the Sub-Committee meeting of the Central Advisory Board
on Education (CABE), held in Guwahati on 28.01.2017, NCPCR sent its recommendations
to the Commissioner & Secretary, Department of Elementary Education, Govt. of Assam on
03.02.2017 to conduct proper mapping of Madarsas and children in Tea Garden areas; to amend
Plantation Labour Act, 1951; and constitution of Madarsa Board; etc. (Annexure-I11).

2.3.4 CBSE to exempt children of martyred soliders from ongoing exams

The Commission took cognizance of the News Report in Dainik Bhaskar dated 20.09.2016
wherein it was reported that the school in which three daughters of Martyr Naik Sunil Kumar
Vidyarthi of District Gaya, Bihar were studying had written to CBSE to exempt these girls

from the ongoing summative assessment examinations.

NCPCR endorsed the school’s request and recommended to CBSE vide letter dated
20.09.2016, to exempt these children from appearing in the ongoing examinations. Besides, it
was also recommended that CBSE may issue a circular exempting children of other martyred

soldiers also from the ongoing examinations who are studying in schools (Annexure-1V).

2.3.5 Secretary Education of all States on notifying measures/guidelines for reducing weight of

school bags

NCPCR took cognizance of the News Report on a Study conducted by ASSOCHAM highlight-
ing the adverse effects of heavy school bags that children have to carry everyday to school, as
well as representations received from parents in this regard. Endorsing the need to address the

problem at a larger level, the following steps were recommended to the Principal Secretaries
(School Education/Education) of all States/UTs: (Annexure-V).

e It should be ensured that the weight of school bags is not more than 10 percent of the
weight of the child.

e Children in pre-primary classes should not carry any books/notebooks to the school.

e To bring effective change, sensitisation and awareness are required at three levels-
Principals, Teachers and Parents. For this, appropriate short term awareness/training
programmes should be conducted.

e The schools should be directed to issue guidelines for all students to carry books as
per the time-table only and also suggest suitable safe ways to carry the bags.

e Also, the school should issue directions to all teachers to pre-inform students about
the books/notebooks to be carried on a particular day.

e Appropriate action should be taken against any school not following the guidelines.
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2.3.6 Hon’ble Union Minister of Panchayati Raj and State Secretaries to amend elective rules of
urban local bodies & PRI to make it mandatory to send their children to school for contesting

elections

In order to mobilize impact on the issue of ‘Out of School Children’ and initiate affirmative
action for prevention and re-engagement of the out of school children, the Commission recom-
mended to all States to amend their Elective Rules of the Urban Local Bodies and Panchayat
Raj Institutions (PRIs), to make a mandatory provision for every candidate desirous of contest-
ing these elections, whose children/wards are in the school going age group of 6-14 years, to
submit a signed certificate from the concerned School’s Principal that their ward/s are enrolled
and regular in attending schools. It was anticipated that such an amendment would facilitate
increased interaction of the contesting candidates with schools and enable them to understand
the issues faced by the schools (Annexure-V1).

2.3.7 Advisory to Principal Secretaries, Education of 14 States for taking precautions in school tim-

ings during hot summer months.

The Commission observed that, despite high temperature in the summer months starting from
March; several schools under private managements or State Boards were functional at that
time. The temperature in Southern and Eastern India was hovering around 40 degree in starting
months of summer season. Children being tender need proper care from summer heat. The
Commission wrote letters to Principal Secretaries, Education of 14 States advising the State
Governments and the private managements to refrain from opening the schools during the heat
waves in the summer to protect children from consequences of heat in the school or while re-
turning from the school (Annexure-VII).

2.3.8 MWCD towards ensuring smooth Transition from Pre-primary to Primary Education

Despite numerous efforts by the State education departments and as suggested by different
government reports/surveys, all children have not been included in the formal education sys-
tem. As per Census 2011 data, more than half of the children aged 6 years have never at-
tended any educational institution and 3.2 million children having attended before, are not a
part of any education institution. Appreciating the role of Aanganwadi Centres in bridging the
gap between pre-primary and primary levels of education, NCPCR requested to MWCD on
26.05.2016 to take up through State Departments of Women and Child Development that all
children in pre-primary education after attaining 6 years of age do not drop out and become a

part of primary education system.

At the instance of NCPCR, the MWCD wrote to Principal Secretaries (Education) of all
States/UTs to direct the concerned officers of the States/UTs Department of Women and child
Development to mobilize the grass root functionaries to take necessary actions for sensitizing
the parents and Anganwadi Workers who can work in convergence with primary school teach-

ers for enrollment of children in primary school at the age of 6 years (Annexure-VIIl).
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In order to equip teachers to deal with the cases of safety of children and child rights issues,
NCPCR suggested to the National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE), to include ‘Child
Rights’ in the existing curriculum of teacher-training. The suggestion was agreed to by NCTE
(Annexure-1X).

2.3.9 NCTE to include Child Rights in Teacher Training Curriculum

2.3.10 Principal Secretaries of all States to direct State boards to follow FSSAI Guidelines for School
Children

NCPCR recommended to Principal Secretaries, Education of all States/UTs to direct the State
Education Boards to follow the guidelines of FSSAI for ‘Making available Wholesome, Nu-
tritious, Safe and Hygienic Food to School Children in India’ to prohibit junk food in schools
(Annexure-X).

2.3.11 For effective implementation of SABLA and BBBP Schemes

The Commission observed underachievement in implementation of SABL A and BBBP schemes
of MWCD in some States and decided to undertake periodic review of these schemes to ensure
their effective implementation in the best interest of the child. The Commission addressed let-
ters to Chief Secretaries of the concerned States on 20.06.2017 in this regard (Annexure-XI).

2.3.12 Chief Secretaries of all States/UTs to include children of families who lost their earning mem-
ber under 12 (1) (¢)

In order to prevent the children from discontinuing their studies, NCPCR recommended to the
Chief Secretaries of all States that children of such families who lost their earning member and
studying in private schools should be notified under EWS category as per section 2(d) and 2(e)
of RTE Act, 2009. The provision should also be extended to children of deceased soldiers of
defence forces as well (Annexure-XI1).

2.3.13 Ministry of Finance for school fee may be accepted in old notes

In view of the decision of demonetization introduced for replacing the high-value currency
notes in the country, certain relaxations were given in paying utility bills in order to facilitate
the public and to ensure the smooth process of transformation. Since, the school fee borne by
parents for their children studying in private schools was an important part of such expendi-
ture, NCPCR recommended to the Ministry of Finance to direct the concerned authorities that
school fees may also be accepted in old notes/currency till the period prescribed for paying
other utility bills. (Annexure-XII1).

2.4 Redressal of Complaints

During the year 2016-17, the Commission received 392 new complaints on the violation of the
Right to Education act, 2009 and also disposed off a total of 379 complaints, including those

pending from the previous years. The Status of complaints is as given below:



No of Com- No. of New Complaints No. of Complaints disposed off Pending Complaints
plaints received
(1% April 2016 to 31% March, 2017) (as on 31 March,
(as on 1% April, (1*t April 2016 to 31% 2017)
2016) March, 2017)

New Complaints : 392 RTE Complaints: 375

Forwarded from other | Forwarded Complaints: 22
Division: 91
994 Total Complaints: 483 | Total disposed off : 397 1080

State-wise distribution of complaints for the year 2016-17 is given at Annexure-XIV

2.5 Summon Hearing
2.5.1 The Deputy Director of Education of all the Educational Districts of NCT of Delhi

NCPCR took suo-motu cognizance of the admission of children of Economically Weaker Sec-
tions (EWS) category in Delhi and sought information from the concerned authorities. On
non-receipt of the information the Commission summoned the District Education Authorities
to appear in person along with relevant records/documents to explain the reasons for delay in
providing requisite information on 17.01.2017. The officers appeared as per the schedule with
relevant information/documents. During examination of the documents some were found in-
complete in respect of few education districts, accordingly the concerned officer was directed

to provide the same at the earliest to the Commission.
2.5.2 DEQO, Jaunpur, Uttar Pradesh

NCPCR received complaints regarding non-availability of basic infrastructure and qualified
teachers in R.N.Public School, and in Mata Prabhavati Devi Middle English School, JaunPur,
Uttar Pradesh leading to spoiling the studies of students. A letter was sent to the District Edu-
cation Officer (DEQO), Jaunpur on 12.05.2016 to conduct an investigation and take appropriate
action. Due to non-receipt of report even after sending a reminder, the District Magistrate,
Jaunpur was summoned to appear before the Commission. In response, the District Education

Authority appeared in the Commission on 02.02.2017 with all the relevant documents.

On examination of the documents, the authority was directed to complete the infra-

structural facilities within 2 months time.

2.5.3 Principal/Manager Huda Modern Public School at Zafarbad, New Delhi/Springdales School,
Pusa Road, New Delhi/K.R. Mangalam World School, G.K, New Delhi

NCPCR took cognizance of admission of children of EWS/DG category under Section 12
(1) C of RTE Act, 2009 and awarded a study to Quality Control India (QCI) to review the
implementation of Section 12 (1)C in Delhi. On behalf of NCPCR, QCI team visited the above
mentioned 3 schools for survey/verification but they were denied information by the school

authorities. The Commission thus summoned the Principal/Managers of the Schools to appear
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in person and provide information on 20.03.2017. The documents submitted were accepted for

examination for further direction.
2.5.4 Controller of Examination, Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), New Delhi

NCPCR took cognizance of a complaint related to expulsion of a student of class 10" from
School. A letter was addressed to CBSE to sought information in the matter followed by a re-
minder. Due to unsatisfactory reply, the Controller of Examination, CBSE was summoned to
appear in person before the Commission on 02.02.2017. In the hearing, NCPCR recommended
the following actions:

» Show cause notice be issued to ‘Children Senior Secondary School, Azamgarh’ as to why
school had given Transfer Certificate to the student in violation of circular dated 28" June,
2012.

> School should be directed to take re-admission of student and sponsor him for Class 10™

Board Examination 2017.

» CBSE should allow the student to appear in Class 10" Examination 2017 irrespective of
attendance of student after compliance.

2.5.5 Principal, Eicher School, Faridabad

NCPCR summoned to Principal, Eicher School, Sector 46, Faridabad for discriminating against
children due to fee related issue with parents. On hearing the plea of School and Parents, the

matter was referred to Fee Regulatory Committee of Haryana.

2.6  State Visits/Spot inquiry

2.6.1 Situation of Children of BRU-Reang Community and children staying at temporary shelters in
Tripura.

The Member (Law) and the Member (Education) visited North East Region (NER) in January,
2017 to discuss skill development training to youths of Bru/Reang community on their repatri-
ation from Tripura to Mizoram. During their visit to Mizoram, the Members also visited their
camps to assess ground situation and offered suggestions for re-engagement of such children
and other community Members. The Members also visited Observation Home, Kolasib district,
Mizoram and assessed the situation of children there. In Tripura, the Members visited the Re-

lief Camps for Bru/Reang Community in the State.

The Members also held meetings with the State officials at Shillong (Meghalaya), Agar-
tala (Tripura) and Aizwal (Mizoram) and discussed the implementation of RTE Act, 2009, and
other child related schemes.

Subsequent to the visit, letters were addressed to H.E., the Governor, Mizoram; Chief

Secretaries of Mizoram and Tripura; Principal Secretaries, Departments of Home Affairs,



Mizoram and Tripura on 17.01.2017 recommending the following:

v National Flag be hosted on Republic Day in temporary schools of Bru/Reang camps by
State Government officials of Mizoram and Tripura.

v" Government of Mizoram should send at least 16 officers to NRSTCs with a message
from H.E. the Governor of Mizoram.

2.6.2 Cases of suicides by students of Kota Coaching Centre, Rajasthan

The Commission took cognizance of the news reports published in various newspapers regard-
ing suicides being committed by students in Kota Coaching Centre. A team led by Member
(Education) visited Kota for investigation and held meetings with the government officials and
the local administration. The matter was pursued by NCPCR with the State Government of
Rajasthan, however, Hon’ble High Court of Rajasthan also took cognizance of the matter and

the matter is sub-judice.
2.6.3 Children in Mica Mines in Giridih, Jharkhand

NCPCR received a complaint from the Ministry of Women & Child Development regarding
a news report published in the Times of India captioned “The lost childhood of India’s mica
minors” on 18" April, 2016. The Member (Education) and the Member (Law), NCPCR paid a
two day visit to district Koderma and Giridih of Jharkhand to inquire into the matter from 10"-

12" June, 2016 and visited mica mines.

During the visit the situation of children was assessed and their complaints were heard.
Based on the observations, the concerned officials of district administration were directed to

take appropriate action in the matters. Chapter of Child Labour further details the action.
2.6.4 Child Labour Practice in Gaderia Community

Based on a complaint received through MWCD, regarding a case of child labour and open sale/
leasing of young children to Shepherds from Madhya Pradesh and other States for labour in the
district of Banswara, Rajasthan, Member (Education) accompanied Member (Law) and went
to Udaipur to inquire into the matter and held a meeting with the State Government officials on
05.05.2016. Based on the discussions held in the meeting, recommendations were issued to the

concerned State departments. Chapter on Child Labour further details the action.
2.6.5 lllegal adoption and laundering of children in Jalpaigudi, West Bengal

The Commission took suo-motu cognizance of a news report regarding raid at Bimla Sishu
Greh, Jalpaiguri, West Bengal by CID, which was alleged to involve in activities of illegal
adoption and sale of children. In this regard, the Commission sought information from Chief
Secretary, West Bengal; District Collector and Superintendent of Police, Jalpaiguri. The Com-
mission also constituted a team of Member (Education) and Member (Law), NCPCR to inquire
into the matter. The team visited Jalpaiguri, on 07.03.2017 to conduct an inquiry. While there

was non-cooperation from the district authorities in regard to making available of the requisite
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documents, the team visited the Sishu Greh on its own and took stock of the situation. The team
also interacted with District Administration and Members of CWC, Jalpaiguri. The inquiry of
the commission indicated the involvement of concerned authorities of district as they failed to

show evidence during investigation proceeding.
2.6.6  Misuse of children at Jan Seva Shishu Bhawan, Ernakulum, Kerala

The Commission received a note from office of Hon’ble Minister, WCD, requesting to conduct
a fresh inquiry in the matter of Misuse of children at Jan Seva Shishu Bhawan, an NGO in Er-
nakulum, Kerala. A team of Member (Education) & Member (Law), NCPCR visited Kerala on
19.10.2016 to conduct an inquiry in the matter. Based on the observations of the Commission,

recommendations were made to concerned authorities.

In light of no action taken in the matter even after recommendations from NCPCR, the Com-
mission, in pursuance of its functions/powers u/s 14(1)(a) of the CPCR Act, 2005, summoned
the District Police Chief, Ernakulam (Rural) and Chairperson CWC Imphal East, Manipur.
Complying with order passed by the Commission, District Police Chief, Ernakulam (Rural)
lodged a FIR against the said Home u/s 468 and 471 of Indian Penal Code (1860). An enquiry
was also conducted against the said Home under appropriate sections of Juvenile Justice Act,
2015 and IPC. The DPC, Ernakulam (Rural) informed that the inquiry was in process. Further,
a letter was addressed to Chief Secretary, Kerala to expedite the enquiry and take action as per
section 41(7) of the J.J. Act, 2015.

2.6.7 Transfer of 31 tribal girls from different districts of Assam to Punjab and Gujarat.

In pursuance of the directions of Hon’ble Minister of Women and Child Development regard-
ing trafficking of 31 tribal girls from different districts of Assam to Punjab and Gujarat, Mem-
ber (Education), NCPCR alongwith Chairperson, ASCPCR interacted with the parents of 21
trafficked tribal girls from Assam, Gujarat and Punjab to know their willingness to visit their
children. As per the willingness shown by the parents, 4 parents were taken to Gujarat and 2
parents were taken to Patiala. However, none of the parents showed their willingness to take
back their children.

2.6.8 Visit to Madhya Pradesh

The Member (Education) participated in a meeting held on 24.03.2017 to review the work done
by M.P. SCPCR during last six years under RTE Act, 2009 and J.J. Act, 2015.

Member also inspected schools in Tyonda and Gyaraspur Tehsils of Madhya Pradesh
and observed that in one school students were not present and there was only one teacher; and
another school was found closed on a working day. Subsequently, strict actions were initiated

against the teachers and other officials for these lapses.
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2.7 Research Studies

2.7.1 National Annual Report on Safe & Secure School Environment

NCPCR initiated a process of preparing a Comprehensive Report on Education in India which
would provide a complete assessment of progress made year-wise towards the target of avail-
ability of universal quality education for children in the age group of 6-14 years. The Report
titled ‘First National Report on Safe and Secure School Environment in India-2016’ was being
prepared with the support of NCERT, SCPCRs, State Education Departments and SCERTs.
The background note and tools were developed and sent to all the stakeholders. The Member
(Education), NCPCR conducted the orientation meetings for the concerned State Government
officials in Mizoram, Meghalaya, Tripura, Nagpur and Delhi for the purpose. The desk work of

compiling of information was in progress by end of the reporting year.
2.7.2  Review of implementation of 25% admission of children of EWS categories in the Delhi

NCPCR being the monitoring agency for the implementation of the various provisions provided
under the RTE Act, 2009; Commission has taken initiative of conducting study on implementa-
tion of section 12(1)(c) of the RTE Act, 2009 in respect to the admission of children belonging
to EWS category by the private schools in Delhi. Further, Quality Council of India (QCI) has
been engaged to conduct a study based on the data received at the Commission with on-site
assessment of randomly selected schools in Delhi. QCI has submitted the draft report to the

Commission.

2.8 Meetings with other Departments/organizations relating to implementation of the
RTE Act

Member (Education) attended the following meetings:

2.8.1 Meetings with the Department of School Education, Ministry of HRD regarding monitoring of
the implementation of the RTE Act, 2009 by the NCPCR for the financial year 2017-18. During
the appraisal meeting for budget, activities and new initiatives a presentation was made to the
MHRD on the proposed activities and submitted a set of recommendations and guidelines

issued by the Commission.

2.8.2  Project Appraisal Board meetings on State proposals for implementation of Sarva Siksha Abhi-
yan (SSA) - 2017-18. Provided inputs and highlighted the issues of out of school children, data

related to out of school children and other aspects of the programme.

2.8.3 Represented NCPCR and made a presentation/speech on strengthening implementation of the
RTE by the Child Care Institutions organized by Sewa Bharti on 2" February, 2017 at New
Delhi. Also led a discussion session on implementation of RTE Act and legal provisions that

are binding to the child care institutions.

2.8..4 Represented NCPCR in the Consultation meeting on 8" September, 2016 at Shimla, Himachal
Pradesh and gave inputs to improve the draft Early Childhood Education Centres (Establish-



2.8.5

2.8.6

2.8..7

2.8.8

2.8.9

2.8.10

ment and Regulation) Bill, 2016.

Workshop as Resource Person on RTE Act, 2009 to sensitize field staff, SMC and Others on
22" - 23" December, 2016 at Raisen and Sehor, Madhya Pradesh.

Attended as an honorable guest in two day convention on Juvenile Justice and Right to Educa-
tion organized by Devi Ahiliyabai Samarak Samiti, Nagpur on 21st -22nd January, 2017. Also
delivered a lecture on value education and role of the RTE act in bringing rights based approach

in the Education sector of the country.

National Convention ‘Jan Gan Man’ as a speaker on ‘Good Governance through people’s par-
ticipation’ and ‘Nationalism and Education’ organized by Rambhau Mhalgi Prabodhini on 24th
-25th January, 2017 at RMP-Knowledge Center Thane, Mumbai.

Represented NCPCR in Regional Workshop of CABE Sub-Committee on Devising Pathways
for Re-engaging OoSC held at Guwahati, Assam on 28.01.2017 and gave inputs.

Delivered a lecture and attended a seminar on ‘RTE & General Awareness’ organised by Rash-
trabhakt Veer Yuva Manch at Ujjain on 18.02.2017.

Meeting with officials of Social Welfare Dept. and District Collector, Indore on 21st February,

2017 to explore funding provisions under CSR activity funds to uplift the condition of Rajkiya
Bal Sanrakshan Grah, Indore.
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3.0 Introduction

The Government of India being a State Party to the United Nations Convention on the Rights
of the Child (UNCRC), which came into force on 2" September 1990, is obliged to fulfill the duties
set out in this international instrument as well as various other rules and guidelines on children’s rights.
The International Agreements on children’s rights emphasize the importance of preventing juveniles
from coming into conflict with the law in the first place, as well as an expectation of complete rehabil-

itation by the time they leave the juvenile justice system.

The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015, which replaced the J.J. Act,
2000, has strengthened the Juvenile Justice System in the country. The Act ensures proper care, pro-
tection, development, treatment, and social re-integration of children in difficult situations by adopting

a child-friendly approach keeping in view the best interests of the child.

The major functions of National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) with

regard to the Juvenile Justice System are to look into matters relating to:

(i) children in need of special care and protection including children in distress, margin-
alized and disadvantaged children, children in conflict with law, juveniles and children

without family and children of prisoners and recommend remedial measures;

(i) examine all factors that inhibit the enjoyment of rights of most vulnerable children

and children in need of special care and protection;

(iii)  undertake periodical review of existing policies, programmes and other activities on
child rights and make recommendations for their effective implementation in the best

interests of children;

(iv)  inspect any juvenile custodial home, or any other place of residence or institution meant

for children for the purpose of treatment, reformation or protection;
(v) undertake and promote research studies in the field of child rights;
(vi) publicize reports;

(vii)  spread child rights literacy among various sections of the society and promote aware-
ness of the safeguards available for protection of these rights through publications,

media, seminars and other available means.

The activities undertaken by the Commission pertaining to Juvenile Justice System for the year

are as follow:



3.1 Review and Examination of Safeguards:

3.1.1 Monitoring of Implementation of the Provisions of Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act, 2015

As per Section 109 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 read
with Rule 91 of the Model Juvenile Justice Rules, 2016, NCPCR is mandated to monitor im-
plementation of the provisions of the Act. Keeping this in view, NCPCR developed monitoring
tools for collecting information on various parameters as indicated under the Act and sent them
to all the State Governments/Union Territories on 26" July 2016 with the request to submit a
monthly report to the Commission by 10" of every month for effective implementation of the
Act and to designate a senior officer to act as a Nodal Officer to facilitate timely submission of

the information.

As a follow up, letters were sent on 26" September and 28" October, 2016 to all Chief
Secretaries of the States to expedite the submission of above information. Subsequently, video
conferences were conducted with the representatives of 17 States from 15-17" February, 2017,
to collect the information. Based on the rigorous follow-up by the Commission, the status of
setting up of the infrastructural facilities in 32 States/UTs under the Act, as received up to 31%

March, 2017, is summarized below:

a eo otal 0o D A eveime
State Child Protection Society 28 States/UTs 87.5%
District Child Protection Units 640 96.24%
Child Welfare Committees 631 94.88%
Specialized Juvenile Police Units 709 106%
Juvenile Justice Boards 622 93.53%
Children Courts 557 83.75%
Probation Officers 400 60.15%
Place of Safety 36 112.5%
Observation Homes 227 34.13%
Special Homes 48 7.21%
Open Shelter 218
Children’s Home 3420
Foster care 1906
Fit Facility 68
Fit Persons 235
Registered Child Care Institutions 3713

Based on the information received, following gaps in infrastructure facilities to be set up under

the Act by the States/Union Territories, have come to notice :

v’ State Child Protection Society (SCPS) is to be set-up in every State. However, Arunachal
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Maharashtra and Tripura are yet to set up their respective So-

cieties.

v Juvenile Justice Board is to be set up for every district. These are yet to be set up in
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specified number of districts in the following States: Assam (6), Delhi (10), Gujarat (5),
Telengana (21) and Uttar Pradesh (9).

v District Child Protection Unit is to be constituted for every district. These are yet to be
set up in specified number of districts in the following States: Delhi (9), Rajasthan (2) and
Sikkim (2).

v" Child Welfare Committee is to be set up for every district. These are yet to be set up
in specified number of districts in the following States: Assam (6), Delhi (5), Gujarat (7),
Madhya Pradesh (6), Telengana (15) and Tripura (4).

v" Observation Home is to be established in every district or a group of districts. These
are yet to be established in specified number of districts in the following States: Andhra
Pradesh (7), Assam (28), Arunachal Pradesh (9), Bihar (26), Chhatisgarh (20), Delhi (9),
Gujarat (27), Haryana (18), Himachal Pradesh (11), Kerala (14), Karnataka (14), Megha-
laya (8), Manipur (4), Madhya Pradesh (33), Odisha (30), Punjab (22), Tamil Nadu (24),
Telengana ((31), Uttar Pradesh (49) and Uttrakhand (6).

v Special Home is to be established in every district or a group of districts. These are yet
to be established in specified number of districts in the following States: Andhra Pradesh
(12), Assam (32), Arunachal Pradesh (18), Bihar (37), Chhatisgarh (23), Delhi (11), Gujarat
(33), Haryana (21), Jharkhand (23), Kerala (14), Karnataka (29), Meghalaya (11), Mizoram
(7), Manipur (8), Madhya Pradesh (48), Maharashtra (33), Nagaland (9), Odisha (30), Pun-
jab (22), Rajasthan (23), Sikkim (0/4), Tamil Nadu (30), Telengana (31), Tripura (8), Uttar
Pradesh (73) and Uttrakhand (11).

3.1.2 Policy Interventions

v" The Ministry of Women and Child Development formulated draft Model Juvenile Justice
Rules, 2016 to achieve the objectives of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Chil-
dren) Act, 2015. NCPCR examined the draft Model Juvenile Justice Rules and sent detailed
comments/suggestions to the Ministry of WCD on 14" June 2016.

v The Central Adoption Resource Agency (CARA) drafted Model Regulations Governing
Adoption of Indian Children under the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) Act, 2015. At
the instance of CARA and Ministry of Women and Child Development, the Commission
examined and gave its comments/suggestions on the draft regulations to the Ministry on 1%
July 2016.

v" The MWCD constituted a Committee under the Chairpersonship of the Chairperson, Delhi
Commission for Protection of Child Rights for drafting a Manual for Juveniles in Custo-
dy in Observation Home/Special Home/Place of Safety in accordance with the Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015. NCPCR actively participated in the

meetings convened for the purpose and provided suggestions/inputs on the draft Manual to



the Ministry.

v' In pursuance of Section 110 of the Act, the Central Government has notified Model Juve-
nile Justice Rules, 2016 on 21% September 2016. The Chairperson, NCPCR wrote to the
Chief Secretaries of all the States/U.Ts. on 10" October 2016 to adopt the Model Juvenile
Justice Rules, 2016 and take necessary steps to implement the provisions of the Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 till they formulate and notify their own
Rules (Annexure-XV).

3.1.3 Compilation of important Rulings of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India and various High
Courts relating to Cases under the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
and the POCSO Act, 2012

NCPCR with the help of experts, developed compilation of latest landmark judgments/rulings/
orders of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India and various High Courts on the two Acts on the
lines of All India Records/Supreme Court Cases (AIR/SCC) etc. The Compilation is being vet-
ted by NCPCR for printing and circulation to all the concerned.

3.2  Activities undertaken for Children in Need of Care and Protection

3.2.1 Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for Rehabilitation and Restoration of Children in Conflict
with Law

The Commission during the year 2015-16 developed the Standard Operating Procedure (SOP)
for Rehabilitation and Restoration of Children in Conflict with Law based on four multi-stake-
holder Consultations and one National Consultation organized with State Governments/Super-
intendents of Observation Homes followed by visits to Observation Homes at Delhi, Lucknow

and Raipur.

During the year, the draft SOP was finalized by the Commission and submitted to the MWCD
on 22" April 2016.
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3.2.2  Prevention of Illegal Adoption of Children

The Chairperson, Assam SCPCR informed the Commission regarding rise in illegal adoption
of Children in the State in connivance with the Hospital Authorities. The State SCPCR also



B

came up with few suggestions to prevent selling and buying of Children and illegal adoption.
NCPCR addressed a letter to all the State Chief Secretaries on 3rd August, 2016 giving direc-
tions to prevent selling and buying of children and curbing illegal adoption activities in their

respective States.

3.2.3. Areference was received from the ‘Forum for Child Welfare Committees for Justice to Child’,
Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh regarding increase in pendency of cases with Child Welfare Com-
mittees due to shortage of staff and lack of co-ordination between the two Departments of the
State. The Chairperson, NCPCR took up the matter with Chief Secretary, Andhra Pradesh on
28" September, 2016 to look into the matter and sought an action taken report on the issue im-
mediately.

3.2.4. NCPCR’s Initiative for Preparing Aadhaar Cards and opening of Bank Accounts for Children
in Child Care Institutions

The Children in Need of Care and Protection (CNCP) often lack identity and it becomes diffi-
cult for them to access schemes, benefits and services being provided by the Government. In
order to provide identity to children of CCIs and make them self reliant, NCPCR took an ini-
tiative and addressed letters on 31 May 2016 to the Chief Secretaries of all the States with the
request to direct the concerned departments to ensure the provisioning of Aadhaar Cards to all
the children in the Child Care Institutions in the States and subsequently based on these Aad-
haar Cards to ensure opening of their Bank Accounts as per RBI guidelines. The States were
also requested to designate a nodal officer to facilitate early action and to send the requisite

information in this regard to NCPCR on regular basis.

Based on the information received from the States, 1,77,976 children in the CCIs have
been given Aadhaar Cards and Bank Accounts of 31,571 children were opened as on 31%
March, 2017.

3.3. Activities undertaken for the Children in Conflict with Law

3.3.1 Constitution of a Panel of Experts in NCPCR to identify Probable Juveniles lodged in Jails:

(a) The Hon’ble High Court of Delhi directed the NCPCR on 11th May, 2012 to constitute a
panel of at least ten (10) persons to make visits to various jails in Delhi, in consultation
with Jail authorities, to find out if there were any persons lodged in such jails who should
have been the beneficiaries of the JJ Act.

(b) In pursuance of directions of the Hon’ble Court, NCPCR Panel Members made 12 visits
to Rohini and Tihar Jails during the year 2016-17 and identified probable juveniles. The
Report of each visit was sent to Delhi State Legal Services Authority (DSLSA), Deputy
Inspector General (Prisons), Delhi and the concerned Juvenile Justice Boards to take fur-
ther necessary action. The details of the visits and number of juveniles identified are given

below:



. No. Date of Visit No. of Probable Inmates Identified
1 09.04.2016 29
2 14.05.2016 29
3 11.06.2016 24
4 09.07.2016 35
5 27.08.2016 18
6 24.09.2016 30
7 29.10.2016 18
8 26.11.2016 18
9 17.12.2016 16
10 28.1.2017 19
11 25.2.2017 24
12 25.3.2017 25

3.3.2 Constitution of Panel of Experts in States/UTs to identify Probable Juveniles lodged in Jails:

In pursuance of directions of the Hon’ble High Court of Delhi in the matter of ‘Court on its Own
Motion Vs Department of Women and Child Development & Ors, W.P. (C) No0.8889/2011°,
NCPCR had also taken up the matter with the States to carry out inspection of jails by duly
constituted Panel of Experts to identify probable juveniles who should be the beneficiaries of
the Juvenile Justice Act but might have been lodged in the Central/District Jails due to wrong

recording of age at time of the investigations.

NCPCR followed up with the Chief Secretaries of the States on 28™ October, 2016
and requested them to send quarterly reports to the Commission about the outcome of the in-
spection of Central/District Jails. Tamil Nadu, Daman & Diu, Nagaland, Andaman & Nicobar
Islands and Uttrakhand have responded and informed that they had conducted jail visits in their

respective States.

3.3.3 Skill developmet Center for children in conflict with law

To empower children in conflict with law housed in Observation Homes and to impart live-
lihood skills to them, NCPCR in collaboration with Khadi & Village Industries Commission
(KVIC) set-up a Khadi Training Centre in Observation Home for Boys at Sewa Kutir, Delhi.
The Khadi Training Centre was inaugurated by the Hon’ble Justice of Supreme Court, Mr.
Madan B. Lokur on 25.10.2016 in august presence of the Chairman, KVIC; Secretary and
Director, Department of WCD, Delhi Government; Officials from NCPCR and Children and
Officials of the Observation Home.

3.4  Activities to Spread Child Rights Literacy and Awareness Generation:

3.4.1 The Commission organised 12 workshops in collaboration with SCPCRs to sensitize adminis-
trators and policy makers at State and District levels about the newly enacted JJ Act, 2015. The
workshops were conducted in Andhra Pradesh, Chandigarh, Chhatisgarh, Goa, Gujarat, Him-
achal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Meghalaya, Punjab, Uttrakhand and Uttar Pradesh. The workshops
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were attended by the Police Officers, Session Judges of Children Court/Special Courts, Public
Prosecutors, Officers of WCDs, District Magistrates, Principal Magistrates, Chairpersons and
Members of CWCs/JJBs, and Child Welfare Officers of concerned States.

3.4.2 In order to generate awareness about Sections 32, 33 and 34 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act, 2015 regarding mandatory reporting of cases of children found
separated from their parents/guardians, NCPCR wrote letters to all SCPCRs on 16" November
2016 requesting them to take up the matter with their State Police Chiefs to take similar steps
as incorporated in Order dated 24" October 2016 of Delhi Police for generating awareness

amongst police personnel in the best interests of protection of missing children.

3.5  Meetings with other Departments/Organizations relating to Implementation of the
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015

(a) Chairperson, NCPCR attended National Launch of Report on ‘Strengthening, Rehabilita-
tion and Restoration of Children under the Juvenile Justice System’ organized by the Su-
preme Court Committee on Juvenile Justice on 4th September 2016 at New Delhi. The then
Hon’ble Chief Justice of India Mr. Justice T.S. Thakur and Mr. Justice B. Madan Lokur
graced the occasion.

(b) Representatives of NCPCR participated in a meeting held in Ministry of Home affairs on
2" November 2016 to discuss issues relating to protection of child rights in Left Wing
Extremism (LWE) affected States in accordance with provisions under Section 83 of the
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015.

(c) Representatives of NCPCR also participated in a programme on ‘Human Rights: Issues

and Challenges’ organized by the National Human Rights Commission and Indian Law



Institute on Human Rights: Issues and Challenges on 23™ January 2017 at New Delhi.
3.6 Research Activities

3.6.1 NCPCR sponsored a Research Study to Odisha Police in collaboration with Sambalpur Uni-
versity on ‘Combating Child Trafficking’. During the year, the field activities under the Study

were in progress in 10 districts of the State.
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04 Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO)
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4.0 Introduction

India being a Welfare State is committed to establish an effective protection system for her
children, including laws, policies, procedures and practices intended to prevent and address issues that
could be detrimental to a child’s well being. The ‘Directive Principles of State Policy’ enshrined in
the Constitution of India, make it imperative for the State to ensure that the tender age of children is
not abused and they are not forced by economic necessity to enter a vocation unsuited to their age or
strength and that children are given opportunities and facilities to develop in a healthy manner and in
conditions of freedom and dignity and also that childhood and youth are protected against exploita-
tion and moral and material abandonment. Besides, India being a party to the ‘UN Convention on
the Rights of the Child’ is also under legal obligation to protect her children from all forms of sexual

exploitation and sexual abuse.

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 was enacted by the
Government of India to provide an extremely strong legal framework for protection of children from
offences of sexual assault, sexual harassment and pornography, while also safeguarding the interest of
the child at every stage of the judicial process, through incorporating child friendly mechanisms for
reporting, recording of evidence, investigation and speedy trial of offences through designated Special
Courts. The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) along with SCPCRs, has
been mandated under Section 44 of POCSO Act and Rule 6 of POCSO Rules to monitor the imple-

mentation of the Act.

As per Rule 6 of the POCSO Rules, the NCPCR is to perform the following functions towards
this end :-

i.  To monitor the designation of Special Courts by the State Governments;

i.  To monitor the appointment of Special Public Prosecutors by the State Governments for

conducting cases only under the POCSO Act;

iii.  To monitor the formulation of guidelines under Section 39 of the Act by the State Govern-

ments and the application of these guidelines;

iv.  To monitor designing and implementation of Modules for Training of police personnel and

other concerned persons for effective discharge of their respective functions under the Act;

v.  To monitor and support the Central and State Governments towards dissemination of infor-

mation relating to the Act through print, electronic and other media and

vi.  To call for reports on cases of child sexual abuse and collect data on its own or from the

relevant agencies on cases of child sexual abuse and their disposal etc;



4.1  The activities undertaken by the Commission during the year are as follow:

4.1.1 NCPCR developed monitoring tools for collecting information on designating special courts,
public prosecutors, preparation of guidelines, training module for police personnel, orders of
special courts on granting interim/final compensation to the child victims and convicting the
offenders under the Act. The tools so developed were shared with the States/UTs on 17" Au-
gust, 2016 with the request to submit a monthly report to the Commission by 10" of every
month for effective implementation of the Act and to designate a senior officer to act as a nodal

officer to facilitate timely submission of the monthly reports.

Based on the rigorous follow-up by the Commission, the status of setting up of infra-
structural facilities in 34 States/UTs under the POCSO Act, 2012, as per information received

upto 31% March, 2017, is given below:

Name of Unit Total 665 | Percentage
Districts

No. of Children/Special Courts 559 83.93
No. of District Child Protection Units 644 96.69
No. of Child Welfare Committees 632 94.89
No. of Specialized Juvenile Police Units 711 106.75
No. of Special Public Prosecutors appointed 438 65.76
Victim Compensation Scheme 26/34 76.47
Preparation of Procedure/Guidelines for Media 9/34 26.47
(U/s 23) to handle PtOCSO cases

Preparation of Guidelines for use of NGOs/professionals/ 15/34 44.11
experts etc. (U/s 39)

Based on the information received, following gaps in infrastructure facilities to be set
up under the POCSO Act, 2012 by the States/UTs were noticed:

v Special Courts are yet to be set up in Arunachal Pradesh (15), Gujarat (12), Karnataka
(24), Meghalaya (11), Telengana (21) and Uttar Pradesh (9).

v' District Child Protection Units (DCPUSs) are yet to be set up in Delhi (4/9), Maharashtra
(5) and Rajasthan (2).

v Child Welfare Committees (CWCs) are yet be constituted in Assam (6), Delhi (5), Guja-
rat (7), Madhya Pradesh (6) and Telengana (15).

v Appointment of Special Public Prosecutors (Spl.P.P.) are yet to be appointed in Arunachal
Pradesh (2), Bihar (9), Delhi (7), Gujarat (16), Jharkhand (24), Kerala (11), Karnataka (24),
Rajasthan (18), Telengana (14) and Uttrakhand (0/13).

NCPCR also collected information regarding status of cases in the JJBs, Children’s Courts and
Child Welfare Committees from the States. The information had been received from 26 States

during the year.
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In view of a Petition praying for enacting a law to punish all sexual offences against children

4.1.2 Consultation towards Formulation of Recommendations on Existing Laws on Child
Sexual Abuse

under the age of 18 years with death or imprisonment for life and also another Writ Petition
filed before the Hon’ble Supreme Court by the Supreme Court Women Lawyers Association
for imposition of chemical castration as an additional punishment for sexual offenders against
children, the Commission organized a Consultation on Laws relating to child sexual abuse un-
der the Chairpersonship of the Chairperson, NCPCR on 6th April, 2016 towards formulation
of recommendations on existing laws on child sexual abuse. The Consultation was attended by

the representatives from Special Courts; JIBs; Psychologists and NGOs.

The views expressed at the Consultation were conveyed to MWCD on 19.04.2016,
whereby it was pointed out that Section 42 of the POCSO Act has an overriding effect to the
extent of punishment of higher degree. Further, it was suggested that the term ‘women’ referred
to in the IPC was to include both female and male Child. It was also conveyed that the general
consensus reached during the Consultation was that punishment of life imprisonment, meaning
thereby imprisonment for the remainder of that person’s natural life could be considered in
cases of child sexual abuse offenders and therefore Sections 4 and 6 of the POCSO Act, 2012

may be amended accordingly.

4.1.3 MWCD sought from NCPCR comments on Private Member’s Bill for amendment to the Pro-
tection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012. The Commission submitted its comments
to the Ministry on 17" November 2016.

4.1.4 POCSO e-box-An e-initiative

Considering the large number of cases relating to Child Sexual Abuse being reported in the
media every day, NCPCR developed a POCSO e-box, an easy and direct online medium of
reporting of cases of sexual abuse under POCSO Act, 2012. The Hon’ble Minister, Women
and Child Development, Government of India launched POCSO e-box on 26th August 2016 at
Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi. The link of POCSO e-box is displayed prominently on home page
of NCPCR website.

The initiative was widely applauded and selected
for Skoch Order-of-Merit Award, 2016 and was
considered among the top 30 entries amongst
over 3000 competitors. Later in a Function
held on 15th December 2016, the Chairperson,
NCPCR was conferred with the Silver Skoch
Order-of-Merit Award, 2016 at New Delhi.

In order to generate awareness amongst the children particularly students regarding reporting
of cases of sexual abuse and POCSO e-box, the Chairperson, NCPCR issued an advisory to the



Director Generals of Police of all the States on 30th August 2016. As a follow-up, the Commis-
sion requested Director Generals of Police of all States on 28th November 2016 to send details

of action taken in the matter.

4.2  Advisories/Directives:

4.2.1 The Chairperson, NCPCR issued an advisory to the Chief Secretaries of all the States on 19"
August, 2016 to constitute multi disciplinary teams at the State and District levels to take
suo-motu cognizance of any crime/offence/incident of child sexual abuse that comes to their

notice.

4.2.2 NCPCR addressed a letter to all the Chief Secretaries of the States on 14" September 2016 to
initiate steps to set-up a Children’s Court in their State for speedy trial of offences against chil-
dren or for violation of child rights under the Commissions for Protection of Child Rights Act
in the best interests of children in need of care and protection. Subsequently, the Chairperson,
NCPCR requested Chief Secretaries of all States on 24" November 2016 to expedite the matter.

4.2.3 The Chairperson, NCPCR also wrote to the Chief Secretaries of all the States on 27.01.2017
to seek details of the implementation of the Victim Compensation Scheme under Rule 7 of the
POCSO Act, 2012.

4.3 Inquiry/Suo-moto

4.3.1 The Commission received a complaint regarding sexual abuse of girls by staff of a Girls Hostel
at District Hissar, Haryana on 1% September, 2016 through POCSO E-box. The Chairperson,
NCPCR took suo-moto cognizance of the matter and sent a fact finding team to Haryana.
The team visited concerned School and interacted with the Block Education Officer, In-charge
Principal, staff members of the School, girls of the School and the parents of the victims. The
team also met ADC, Hissar and other senior officers of the District and directed them to take
immediate action against all the persons involved in the case under the POCSO Act, 2012. Fol-
lowing the visit, the Hissar Police registered a case vide FIR No. 0372/2016 u/s 4/8 of POCSO
Act, 2012.

Later, the case was followed up with the Director General of Police, Haryana and
District Superintendent of Police, Hissar to expedite the matter of filing the charge sheet in the
court. The District S.P., Hissar intimated NCPCR on 21.2.2017 that the charge sheet had been
filed in the court.

4.3.2 NCPCR received a complaint on 01.12.2016 through POCSO e-box regarding sexual abuse of
a ten years old girl by his own father at Sirsa, Haryana. The Complainant, mother of the victim,
alleged that the minor girl had been repeatedly sexually assaulted by her biological father for
the last one year. Taking cognizance of this serious matter, a fact finding team of NCPCR went
to Sirsa, Haryana on 03.12.2016 and interacted with the Complainant. Based on the findings,
the team Members met the concerned SDM and handed over complaint for immediate action.

The SDM was also requested to provide safety to the victim and resumption of her education.
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4.4

44.1

The FIR was lodged on the same day.

In pursuance of directions of the Hon’ble Minister, WCD, Government of India, the Commis-
sion took immediate action and requested Maharashtra State Government on 1% March, 2017,
to provide necessary support to a POCSO victim of Ahmednagar, Maharashtra. As a result, an

amount of Rs 3.00 lakh was sanctioned by the State Government to the child victim.

Awareness generation:

In response to the increasing number of cases of child sexual abuse, and as per Section 43 of the
POCSO Act, 2012, NCPCR organized awareness campaigns at different places in Delhi, on the
provisions of POCSO Act with support of Delhi Police and Childline Foundation to generate
awareness among the public. The Campaigns were carried out from 24th - 27th October, 2016
in East, West, North and Outer Districts of Delhi and sensitized the people in and around slums
and resettlement colonies about different provisions of the Act. The activities like documentary

screening, nukar natak, artwork etc. were also carried out during the campaigns.
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443

4.4.4

445

4.4.6

Madipur, Delhi

NCPCR in collaboration with Meghalaya SCPCR organised a one day Workshop-cum- Aware-
ness Programme on Juvenile Justice Act, POCSO Act, RTE Act and Child Rights on 30th
. . ~— R
September 2016 at Ampati, South West Garo Hills O T
P P B
District, Meghalaya. —

NCPCR in association with West Bengal State
Commission for Protection of Child Rights or-
ganised a State Level Orientation Workshop on
implementation of POCSO Act, 2012 and Traf-
ficking of Children on 27"-28" March 2017 at Kolkata.

The Chairperson, NCPCR, held a meeting with Director General, Bureau of Police Research
and Development (BPR&D) on 22.02.2017 and emphasized the need to sensitize Police Offi-
cers about Child Rights issues who were involved in Investigation of Cyber Crimes especially
child online safety. As a follow up, a letter was addressed to DG, BPR&D on 23rd February
2017, requesting for the training and also offering to provide training module and related train-

ing material on Investigation under POCSO and JJ Acts and Cyber Crimes involving children.

The Chairperson, NCPCR also held a meeting with the Director, Central Bureau of
Investigation on 01.03.2017 for training of Police Officers at their academy and discussed the
issues relating to training of Police Officers in Investigation of cyber crime cases involving

children.

The Hon’ble Minister, Women and Child Development, Government of India inaugurated In-
dia’s First Hotline to report Child Sexual Imagery at India Habitat Centre, Delhi on 19" Sep-
tember 2016. The event organized by Aarambh-Prerana, in collaboration with Internet Watch
Foundation (IWF) was attended by the Chairperson, NCPCR who highlighted the need to curb
Child Sexual Abuse on the internet.

Considering the rise of cyber crime cases against children, NCPCR initiated steps for online

protection of children from sexual abuse and held meeting with the Senior Director, DEITY
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Besides, NCPCR organized two Consultations on ‘Child Online Safety’ to develop a
protocol for Online Safety of Children at New Delhi on 15" December 2016 and 9" Febru-
ary 2017 respectively. The Consultations were attended inter-alia by officials of Central/State

and Joint Secretary (Police Modernization), MHA on 19" August, 2016.

Governments, representatives from NGO and UNICEF. During the Consultations, four groups
were formed to develop protocols on various aspects and submit draft material to NCPCR in

this regard.

4.4.7 In order to present the POCSO Act, 2012 in a very simple language with the help of visuals/pic-
torials, statistical information and descriptions, NCPCR decided to develop a Users Handbook,
with the help of ‘The Aarambh India Initiative’, a Mumbai based NGO. The objective of the
User Handbook is to enhance the knowledge/awareness about different provisions of the Act
and to engender a rights-based perspective and understanding among all stakeholders dealing
with POCSO. The draft of the Handbook is being finalized by the Commission.

4.5  Meetings/Consultations with Departments/Organisations relating to Implementa-
tion of POCSO Act

4.5.1 NCPCR was represented and provided inputs in a meeting in the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MEITY) on 21% September 2016 for formulation of Advisory to web-

sites/portals/ISPs for Online protection of Children from Sexual abuse.

4.5.2 The Chairperson, NCPCR was one of the Panelists in the technical session on ‘Key Partner-
ship to secure safe digital spaces for children in India’ during the Workshop on ‘Child Online
Safety in India’ organized by UNICEEF in collaboration with NASSCOM on 22" September
2016 at Delhi.

4.5.3 The representatives of NCPCR delivered lectures on Child Psychology & Rehabilitation and
Social-reintegration of Delinquent Juveniles on 30" August 2016 during the Workshop on “Ju-
venile Justice (Care & Protection of Children) Act, 2015” organized by the Uttrakhand Judicial
and Legal Academy, Bhowali, Nainital.

4.5.4 NCPCR was represented in a Consultation on ‘Review of Indecent Representation of Women

Act, 1986’ organized by the National Commission for Women on 28" September 2016 at Delhi.

4.5.5 The representatives from the Commission delivered Key note address in Northern India Re-
gional Conference on Children in Difficult Circumstances organized by UP SCPCR and Plan
India at Lucknow on 22.8.2016.

4.5.6 NCPCR was also represented in ‘The India Roundtable — Not Everyone Plays by the Rules in
the Digital Playground: Addressing Online Child Sexual Exploitation’ organized by Tulir on
31 - 4% October 2016.

4.5.7 The Chairperson, NCPCR delivered a technical session during a Consultation organized for
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4.5.8

4.5.9

4.5.10

4.5.11

4.5.12

creating a National Alliance against Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation organized by the
Ministry of Women and Child Development on 16.1.2017 at New Delhi.

NCPCR was represented in a meeting organised by the Ministry of Women and Child Devel-
opment to discuss the formation of a National Alliance against Online Child Sexual Abuse and
Exploitation on 10.03.2017.

NCPCR was represented in discussions on Anti Human Trafficking at National Institute of Di-
saster Management (NIDM), New Delhi which were attended by the representatives from all
States/UTs.

NCPCR was also represented at the National Symposium of Heads of Police Training Insti-
tutions organized by the Bureau of Police Research and Development on 23 March, 2017 at

Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.

The one day Dialogue on “Child Protection Systems, Technological Innovations and Exploring
Civil Society Alliance” on 24" March 2017 organized by Shakti Vahini at India Islamic Inter-

national Centre, New Delhi was also attended by the Commission.

The National Conference on “First Response, Good Policing and Rape Survivors” organized

by ‘Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative’, on 29" March 2017 at New Delhi also saw at-

tendance by the Commission.
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Child Labour

Child Labour is the practice of having children engaged in economic activity, on a part or full-
time basis. The practice deprives children of their childhood, and is harmful to their physical and men-
tal development. Poverty, lack of good schools and growth of the informal economy are considered to
be the key causes of child labour in India.

A majority of countries have adopted legislation to prohibit or place severe restrictions on the
employment and work of children, much of it stimulated and guided by the standards adopted by the
International Labour Organization (ILO). In spite of these efforts, child labour continues to exist on
a massive scale, sometimes in appalling conditions, particularly in the developing world. If progress
has been slow or apparently nonexistent, this is because child labour is an immensely complex issue.
It cannot be made to disappear simply by the stroke of a pen.

The Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2016 repealed the Child Labour
(Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986 on 29th July 2016. The new Act is wider in scope against child
labour and provides for stricter punishments for violations. It prohibits ‘the engagement of children in
all occupations and of adolescents in hazardous occupations and processes’ wherein adolescents refer

to those under 18 years; children to those under 14.

According to the 2001 Census, there were 12.6 million child workers between the age of 05 and

14 years in India. In 2011, this number was reduced to 4.35 million.

5.1 The major activities carried out by the Commission during the year are:

5.1.1 Spot Inquiry into matter of child labour and open sale/leasing of young children to
Shepherds from Madhya Pradesh and other States

Based on a complaint received through MWCD regarding a case of child labour and open sale/
leasing of young children to Shepherds from Madhya Pradesh and other States in the district
of Banswara, Rajasthan, the Chairperson, NCPCR, addressed the issue to the Chief Secretary,
Rajasthan vide letter dated 21.04.2016 requesting to inquire into the matter and apprise the

Commission of the action taken in the matter.

Thereafter, a Team from NCPCR led by the Member (Law) alongwith the Member (Educa-
tion) went to Udaipur to inquire into the matter and held a meeting with the State Government
officials on 05.05.2016. The meeting was attended by the representatives of Departments of
Education, Labour, Police and Panchyati Raj as well as those from the administration of the

districts concerned i.e. Udaipur, Chittorgarh, Banswara, Bheelwara and Ajmer.

As per the discussion held with officials, it was learnt that the Gadaria, a wandering community
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of western Rajasthan is responsible for such activi-
ties. The Community has the traditional occupation
of herding and rearing of sheep and goats for their
wool, milk and meat. Their education level is less

than 1%, and most of the children never go to school.

Based on the discussion, the Members, NCPCR di-
rected the officials to take the following steps:

e They should ensure that no child below the
age of 14 years be allowed to travel with these herds through the existing check-posts
of the State. If so, their details should be recorded properly in standard checklist/ques-

tionnaire available at all the check posts.

e A convergent model between States where these nomadic communities venture should
be established. The practices adopted by various States for awareness creation and other

initiatives taken for this community, should be documented.
e Regular meetings should be organised with leaders of herds to resolve the issue.

e Government of Rajasthan should issue notification to ensure that such children are not

engaged in any kind of labour, and no child should remain out of school.

On the basis of observations made by NCPCR team and facts presented by State Gov-
ernment officers, NCPCR addressed letters to the concerned officers of the Rajasthan Govern-
ment conveying them the directions of the Commission for immediate compliance and seeking

action taken report.
The directions were also issued to the State Education Department to the effect that:

1. There should be a scheme of residential schools for children of the Gadaria community

to prevent children from nomadic migration along with these herds.

ii.  The teaching learning material should be prepared in their mother tongue and the cul-

tural nuances of such communities should be considered.

iii.  Since the ‘Gadariya Community’ is deprived of access to basic information and tech-
nology as they are mostly illiterate, it was recommended that awareness through picto-
rial means viz. informative posters on ‘Abolition of Child Labour’ and ‘Importance of

Education’ should be generated.

The Director of Primary Education, Bikaner, Rajasthan informed subsequently that

they were following the directions of the Commission.

5.1.2  National Commission for Protection of Child Rights received a complaint from the Ministry

of Women & Child Development regarding a news report published in the Times of India cap-
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tioned “The lost childhood of India’s mica minors” on 18" April, 2016. The Member (Law)
and the Member (Education), NCPCR paid a two-days visit to district Koderma and Giridih of

Jharkhand to inquire into the matter.

During the visit, the Members visited Mica mines of Koderma and Giridih districts
and interacted with children, villagers and gram panchayat members to understand the exist-
ing status on education, child labour and child marriage issues in the respective villages. The
Members also interacted with children involved in mica mine labour activities and deprived

from education.

On the occasion of the “World Day Against Child Labour’, Members, NCPCR partic-
ipated in a Rally and Bal Samwad organised in Koderma on 12.06.2016. The objective of the
programme was to build a common understanding among all stakeholders towards eradication
of child labour through a composite dialogue with children and communities. As part of the di-
alogue, more than 1,000 children and adults from over 150 villages of Koderma and adjoining

districts of Jharkhand participated in discussions on child-related issues.

The core issues raised by children were lack of drinking water, infrastructure facilities,
inadequate teachers, irregular functioning of various schools, irregularities in Mid-day Meal
(MDM) Scheme, lack of recreational and sports facilities, etc. The concerned officials of dis-

trict administration were directed to take appropriate action in all the matters.

5.3 In pursuance of WP (Crl.) 2069/2005, WP(C) 412/2007 & WP (C) 4161/2008, seeking direc-
tions for rescue and rehabilitation of child labourers in the Capital, the Hon’ble High Court of
Delhi in 2009 directed NCPCR to prepare a Detailed Action Plan for strict enforcement and
implementation of the Child Labour (Prohibition & Regulation), Act 1986. The Commission
prepared the said Action Plan followed by holding of consultations with various stakeholders
and organizing of a survey and research. The Hon’ble Delhi High Court approved ‘Action
Plan for Abolition of Child Labour in Delhi-2010 as prepared by NCPCR and issued a series
of directions to the public bodies concerned for its implementation.

However, the Action Plan was not implemented over a period of time and was full of



challenges. NCPCR, in March, 2016 conducted a Workshop with stakeholders to discuss the

issues, gaps, challenges and good practices in implementation of the Action Plan.

During the year, the Commission addressed to the Chief Secretary of Delhi, a commu-
nication dated 29.11.2016 urging it to implement the Action Plan; formulate State/District
level Task Force; and State level Steering Committee on Child Labour; and also sought quar-

terly action taken reports in the matter.
5.2 Child Begging

5.2.1  NCPCR organised a meeting in the Commission on 12.05.2016 on the issues of Child Beg-
ging and Child Labour with reference to Sections 76 and 79 of the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015.
The meeting was attended by the representatives of Childline, Child Welfare Committees
(CWCs) and Civil Society Organisations. Some of the issues that emerged during the discus-
sions were: child begging was promoted either by parents or by organised gangs; police have
negative behaviour on the issue; no support from Child Welfare Committees in rescue and
rehabilitation of child beggars; the facilities available at shelter homes are inadequate; and

there is lack of sensitization and awareness about the new law.
The Meeting took the following decisions to protect children from begging:

e Participants shall prepare a list of child begging spots in their respective district and
share them with the Commission.

e The Commission will inspect all children homes in Delhi. After the inspection, the

Commission will prepare a plan for raids on child begging spots.

e A meeting will be organised with representatives of the Child Welfare Committees
(CWCs), Police Department and State Women and Child Welfare Department.

e Modes of mass communication shall be utilized for generation of awareness.
e  Counselling of parents of child beggars shall be organised.

Further, NCPCR again conducted a meeting on 05.07.2016 with representatives of
CWCs and Childline to prevent Child Begging in Delhi. After the meeting, NCPCR ad-
dressed letter to Chief Secretary, Government of Delhi to take steps in this regard. Further,
the Director, Department of Women and Child Development, Government of NCT of Delhi
issued directions to all the District Magistrates/ Collectors to eradicate the alms attitude and

take prompt action.

5.3 Child Trafficking

5.3.1 At the instance of the Hon’ble Minister, WCD, a team of Member (Law) & Member (Educa-
tion), NCPCR visited Kerala on 19.10.2016 to conduct an inquiry in the matter of exploitation
of children by Jan Seva Shishu Bhawan, an NGO in Ernakulum, Kerala. During the inquiry,
it was found that the Home was violating provisions of the J.J. Act, 2015; and Foreign Con-
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tribution (Regulation) Act, 2010 and Rules 2011. The Inquiry Report highlighting the obser-
vations, findings and recommendations, was submitted to the Hon’ble Minister, WCD.

During their visit to Ernakulum, the Members, NCPCR also held a meeting with Chair-
person and Members of CWC, Ernakulum and visited SOS Village, Government run Obser-
vation Home for Boys and Girls to assess the conditions of children in these Homes. During
the meetings, the officials were also sensitized on different provisions of the J.J. Act, 2015.

5.3.2  NCPCR in collaboration with the West Bengal State Commission for Protection of Child
Rights organised a State Level Training Workshop on implementation of POCSO Act, 2012
and Trafficking of Children on 27"-28" March 2017 at Kolkata.

54 Child Marriage

5.4.1  Based on the news item published in national & local dailies highlighting child marriages in
summer months and on Akshya Tritiya/ Aakha Teej occasions in north and central India, the
Commission took suo-moto cognizance and issued an Advisory on 28.04.2016 to the Chief
Secretaries of all the States and SCPCRs to take immediate steps to stop such child marriages.
Action Taken Reports were also sought in the matter.

5.4.2  The Commission organised a multi-stakeholder Consultation on ‘Status of Child Marriage in
India: A Consultation for Developing Strategies’ on 18.10.2016 at Delhi in collaboration with
“Young Lives India’. The objective of the Consultation was to assess the status of prevalence
of child marriage in the country and explore the social and legal aspects of prevention of child
marriage for developing an SOP for prevention of the practice. The Consultation was attend-
ed by the representatives from the 11 SCPCRs, law enforcement agencies, concerned State
Departments and selected NGOs.

NCPCR in collaboration with Young Lives India and with the support of State Com-
missions of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh organised State level Consultations on Early/Child
Marriages at Hyderabad and Vijayawada on 14.02.2017 and 16.02.2017 respectively. These
Consultations were attended by the officials of the concerned Departments of State Govern-
ments, SCPCRs, Civil Society Organizations and NGOs.

55 Consultation on Bonded Labour

The Member (Labour Law), NCPCR participated in a National level Consultation on
eradication of bonded labour in India organized by Bachpan Bachao Aandolan on 27.05.2016.
The senior officials from different enforcement and S
monitoring agencies as well as NGOs participated in the
Consultation. During the Consultation, Nobel laureate
Kailash Satyarthi lauded the Government for “stronger”
policy framework on bonded labour while pointing out

towards the need of speedy completion of judicial pro-

cess and compensation for rescued children.
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Child Psychology & Sociology

6.0 Introduction

The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) under CPCR Act 2005, has

been mandated to ensure inter-alia that children get the necessary psychological and social support.

6.1 The major activities carried out by the Commission during the year are:
6.1.1 One day Consultation on Mental Health Needs of Children: Child Rights Perspective

To commemorate the World Mental
Health Day, NCPCR in association with Insti-
tute of Human Behaviour and Allied Scienc-
es (IHBAS), New Delhi organized a special
event on ‘Mental Health Needs of Children:
Child Rights Perspective’ on 3 October, 2016
at India International Centre, New Delhi. The
programme was inaugurated by the Hon’ble
Minister of Health, Government of NCT of
Delhi. The Member (Health), NCPCR chaired
the session on ‘Mental Health Needs of Children: Child
Rights Perspective’. The Panelists of the Session were
: Dr. Deepak Gupta, Dr. Jitendra Nagpal, Dr. Uday and
Dr. Deepak Kumar from IHBAS. A Presentation on child

rights and mental health in context of legal framework

was made by NCPCR, on the occasion. A Play was also
performed on protection of children from sexual offenc-

es and pressure on children leading to suicide.

The programme was also attended by children from
Children Homes of Delhi and staff of CCls.

6.1.2 Bright and Colourful Child Care Institutions: An Initiative of PVR Nest and National Commis-
sion for Protection of Child Rights

NCPCR in collaboration with PVR Nest, a CSR body of PVR Ltd. has introduced an
initiative for brightening the Child Care Institutions (Children Home and Observation Home),

Delhi to promote positive mental health of children living in these Institutions.

As a first Home, the Observation Home for Boys, Sewa Kutir, New Delhi has been
selected by the Commission for the purpose. A Workshop titled ‘Every Child is an Artist’ for
children was jointly organized by PVR Nest and NCPCR. Through the ongoing initiative, PVR



Nest and NCPCR envision to beautify the premises for the children, by the children themselves under
the guidance of specialists and conduct artistry & painting workshops. Two dormitories were painted by

the children in 15 days time at the Observation Home.

As rehabilitation of these children is the key to prevent them from being repeat offenders,

the PVR’s initiative will help children to be mentally positive and will be a critical step in their

rehabilitation.
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Child Health & Nutrition

The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights has been engaged in formulation of
policies and processes for child health for protecting the rights of children for ensuring adequate access
to health and nutrition, as well as grievance redressal in case where violations or negligence have taken
place towards the health of children. The efforts in this regard are duly supplemented through visits,
public hearings, interventions etc.

A brief description of the activities undertaken by the Commission under Child Health & Nu-
trition during the year is as follows:

7.1  Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for Care, Protection and Rehabilitation of
Children in Street Situations

NCPCR in collaboration with Save the Children (Baal Suraksha) developed a Stan-
dard Operating Procedure (SOP) on Care and Protection of Children in Street Situations. The
objective of the SOP is to outline a framework of intervention services that may apply to a
street child as a child in need of care and protection. The SOP seeks to identify the step by step
processes that should be set in motion when interventions are made with respect to different
categories of children in street situations. It also seeks to create a convergence of the various
functionaries, institutions/agencies and the multifarious government schemes and policies for

a more holistic approach in providing care, protection and rehabilitation of street children.

The process of developing SOP was initiated during 2015-16 wherein meetings with
NGOs, four Regional Consultations at Hyderabad, Patna, Lucknow and Mumbai and a Special
Consultation with Children at Delhi were held and visits to Children Homes undertaken in the
months of February and March, 2016.

Based on the Consultations, Meetings and sharing of Best Practices with 26 NGOs on
Children in Street Situations, the SOP was finalized. The SOP was released by Smt. Maneka
Sanjay Gandhi, the Hon’ble Minister, Women and Child Development on 21* February, 2017.
The SOP has been circulated to all the States/UTs, SCPCRs and other stakeholders. Besides,
letters have been sent to the Chief Ministers and Chief Secretaries, Government of NCT of
Delhi, and Maharashtra for piloting the SOP.




7.2 Guidelines for organizing Child Friendly Melas /Large Gatherings

Duetothemagnitudeandsizeofgatheringslike ‘Melas’onfestive occasions, manychildren
gomissing/lost/separated fromtheir families/carers duringsuchoccasions. Duetotheirvulnerabil-
ity childrenare athighrisk of falling prey to trafficking, kidnapping, sexual exploitation and abuse.
In this context, in order to protect the children from these situations, the National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has developed Guidelines for organizing Child Friendly
Melas & other Large Gatherings.

TheGuidelineshavebeendevelopedtoprovideindicatorstoorganizers,administratorsand
other stakeholders for organizing Child Friendly Melas or Large Gatherings. These Guidelines
have been formulated after field trials in two successful pilots viz, Krishna Pushkaram Mela,
Andhra Pradesh and Poush Mela, West Bengal in consul-
tation with all the concerned Ministries/Departments and
other stakeholders.

Indicators on Missing Children, Abuse against
Children — including any kind of sexual exploitation, Child *
Trafficking, Child Labour, Child Begging, Harmful Tradi-
tional Practices, such as child marriage etc. were shared
during Krishna Pushkaram Mela, 2016.

Some of the major recommendations given by the

Commission for the purpose are: establishing a help desk,

appointing volunteers, optimal usage of all available infor-

mation and communication channels for making such events ‘Child Friendly’ such as: Audio
visuals, banners, posters, announcements etc. Creating an inclusive environment for such Me-
las/Gatherings for Children with Special Needs was also recommended. The Guidelines are
accessible at NCPCR’s Website.

The Guidelines have been circulated to MWCD for information and all the States/UTs/
SCPCRs for implementation.

7.3 Child Friendly Hospital Guidelines

NCPCR decided to formulate Guidelines for Child/Baby Friendly Hospitals. The objec-
tive of the Guidelines is to create an environment for children that provide them with improved
healthcare facilities with focus on mental health through truly supportive and therapeutic envi-
ronment for them. For this, an Expert Group has been constituted. The Expert Group consists of
the representatives from Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, UN Agencies (WHO, UNICEF)
and those from the Government Hospitals like AIIMS, Safdarjung Hospital, LNJP etc. The first
Expert Group Meeting was held on 18.11.2016 to share their inputs in creating a child friendly
hospital environment. The Guidelines are being formulated and intend to cover: indicators of

child friendly hospital; piloting of child friendly hospital; monitoring tool for child friendly
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hospital; implementing bodies for child friendly hospital; and pre and post assessment of child

friendly hospital.
7.4  Other Programmes

7.4.1 State level Workshop with Adolescents on Protection of Child Rights in Tea Gardens of Assam,
with focus on implementation of The Plantation Labour Act, 1951

NCPCR in collaboration with Assam SCP-
CR organised a two days State level Workshop
with Adolescents on Protection of Child Rights in
Tea Gardens of Assam on 29" -30™ August, 2016
at District Shivsagar, Assam which focused on the
Plantation Labour Act, 1951. The broad aim of the Workshop was to identify the gaps and chal-

lenges in addressing the rights of children and adolescents in tea gardens of Assam and come

out with concrete recommendations and measures to ensure survival, development, protection
and participatory rights of the children and adolescents in the tea gardens of Assam and also to
ensure that the mandates of the Plantation Labour Act, 1951 tare implemented in consonance
with these rights. The Workshop was attended by 150 children from tea garden of Assam.

7.4.2 National level Conference on Protection of Child Rights in Tea Plantations of India

NCPCR in collaboration with the Assam State Commission (ASCPCR), Department
of Labour and Employment, Government of Assam and UNICEF organized a National level
Conference on Protection of Child Rights in Tea Plantations of India on 4-5 November, 2016

with Assam being the focus State. The key objectives of the Conference were to;

1. Converge all the concerned stakeholders from six Tea growing States of India, namely, Assam,

Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Tripura and West Bengal.
il. Deliberate on key issues impacting child rights in tea plantations of India;

iil. Develop a 2 year plan to address the issues pertaining to the protection of child rights in tea
plantations of Assam.

During the Conference, the recommendations from the ‘State Level Workshop with
Adolescents in Tea Gardens of Assam’, held on 29- 30 August 2016, were presented and dis-

cussed.
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7.4.3 NCPCR celebrated National Girl Child Day (24" January, 2017)

NCPCR celebrated National Girl Child Day on
24.01.2017 at NCPCR. 20 children from different NGOs
of Delhi participated in the programme. The Chairper-
son and Member (Child Health), NCPCR interacted with
the children. The children were oriented by the subject
experts of the Commission on Rights of the Children,
POCSO E-box and Grievance Redressal Mechanism.

The children also participated in slogan writing and

painting on the theme of Child Rights. The children assured to share the learnings with their
friends and other children as Child Rights Ambassadors.

7.4.4 Swachhta Pakhwada

The Commission celebrated Swachhta Pakhwada from 1st to 15th March, 2017 where-
in various activities within and outside the premises of the Commission were carried out. These

included:

e Acleanliness drive by the staff of NCPCR to clean their surroundings and files in the Commis-

sion alongwith beautification of the terrace of the Commission.

e The Member (Law) during his visit to West Bengal participated in cleanliness drive at Anubhav

Girls Home at Jalpaiguri, West Bengal.

e NCPCR organised a drawing competition for school children on the theme of Sanitation &
Hygiene, on the occasion of inauguration of Woodland Adventure Park by the Horticulture

Department at Safdarjung Enclave, Delhi.

e An Artwork Workshop was organised with around 20 children from community to make post-
ers on Health & Hygiene at NCPCR.

e Acleanliness drive and beautification of the walls of Toilet at Pandav Nagar, Delhi under Delhi
Urban Shelter Improvement Board, was carried out with the support of community children.
The Member (Child Health) and a team of Technical Experts from the Commission discussed

the importance of sanitation and hygiene with the community members and children.

¢ Another wall of public Toilet at Ansari Road, MCD North Delhi was beautified with motiva-

tional messages on sanitation.

e Primary Health Care Center at Nangal Rai, Delhi was beautified with the support of doctors,

children and community.



7.4.5 One day Consultation titled “Hamaray Mann ki Baat Mantrijee kay Saath”at Raipur, Chhat-

7.5
7.5.1

tisgarh

A one day Interactive Consultation ‘Hamaray Mann ki Baat Mantrijee kay Saath’ or-
ganized by Chhattisgarh SCPCR based on the idea of NCPCR was attended by the Member
(Child Health) and the Member Secretary, NCPCR at Chhattisgarh on 10" December, 2016.
Over 200 children from across Chhattisgarh participated in the programme. Through this pro-
gram children were given an opportunity to voice their feelings and question the highest au-
thorities, the decision makers/Ministers. The Hon’ble Minister, WCD and Hon’ble Minister,
PWD, of the State participated in the programme.

Activities related to POCSO

Child Friendly Police Stations Guidelines

Every Police Station should have either a child friendly room or corner where children
who are victims under the POCSO Act, 2012 can be dealt with in a sympathetic manner. Many
States have already taken up different measures to make child friendly atmosphere in Police

Stations keeping in mind the local culture and ethos.

The NCPCR in collaboration with the Delhi Police has taken an initiative to set up
Child Friendly Police Stations with specific guidelines to provide safe spaces for children.
The objective is to enable children to directly communicate with Police and understand the
legal framework. In this regard, a Meeting was held on 11" Jan 2017. The representatives from
UNICEF, Delhi Police and NGOs from Lucknow and West Bengal were present in the Meet-
ing. It was decided in the Meeting to develop National Guidelines for Child Friendly Police
Stations for every State to create Police Stations as ‘Child Friendly Police Stations’ having all
required infrastructural facilities necessary for conducive environment for children. Further, a
Meeting was held on 14" February, 2017 with the Delhi Police and representatives of UNICEF
at NCPCR wherein it was decided to develop National Guidelines for setting up Child Friendly
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11.

7.5.3

Police Station with the assistance of UNICEF. The Commission is in the process of finalizing
the Guidelines.

Setting up of One Stop Crisis Centre & Separate Wards for Victims of Child Sexual Abuse
(CSA)

Keeping in view that the children, who are admitted under POCSO, need special care and sup-
port, NCPCR wrote a letter to the Medical Superintendant, Safdarjung Hospital and Director,
AIIMS proposing the following:

A Separate Ward needs to be planned for victims/survivors of child sexual abuse (CSA).

One Stop Crisis Centre for victims of CSA to help them in crisis management and rehabilita-
tion. This centre will provide all the facilities under one roof like: Medical treatment, counsel-

ing, FIR support etc. This will be done in collaboration with other concerned stakeholders.

A Meeting with the Medical Superintendent and staft of One Stop Crisis Centre of
Safdarjung Hospital was held on 30" Jan, 2017. The Meeting was attended by Ms. Rupa Ka-
poor, Member (Child Health) NCPCR and Technical Experts of the Commission dealing with
POCSO and Child Health. Further, a letter was sent to the Medical Superintendent, Safdarjung

Hospital for providing legal assistance and separate beds for survival of CSA.

On basis of the Member’s visit to One Stop Crisis Centre in Karnataka, a letter has been
sent to the Secretary, Ministry of Women & Child Development to give directions to all States /
UTs to add child along with One Stop Crisis Center (OSCC) for Women in order to include and

provide care and protection to victims of child sexual abuse.

POCSO Awareness Campaigns, JAGRUK RAHO, CHUPPI TODO ABHIYAAN
pekx=d jok] plih rkMk vk ;kul

The Commission expressed its serious concern on in-
creasing incidents of child sexual abuse in Delhi and felt a
strong need to generate awareness among the public regarding
provisions of the POCSO Act, 2012. In this regard, several di-
alogues were held between Delhi Police and other stakeholders

to plan a Campaign in this regard.

NCPCR with support of multi stakeholders viz; Police,
Government Agencies, Civil Societies, Media and Youth Vol-

unteers launched a mass awareness campaign about different

provisions of POCSO Act, 2012 in Delhi. This campaign was
carried out through various activities like: displaying Documentaries, Nukkad natak, youth
groups, play and art work etc. The main objective of this campaign was to reach out to the

public in and around slums and resettlement colonies under the banner of “Jagruk raho, chup-

pi todo” (be aware, break your silence)




7.5.4

The campaign was also aimed to (i) gener-
ate awareness about the issue of Child Sexual Abuse
amongst children, women and men in vulnerable ar-
eas of Delhi (ii) Inform communities about what ac-
tion to take in cases of CSA- Police, Childline, Lo-
cal CBO’s, NCPCR (iii) Introduce the community
to the NCPCR, (iv) Facilitate a better relationship

between Police and Communities.

Keeping in view the time of festivals this

campaign was started before festival of Diwali as

due to crowded places, instances of abuse against children are greater. A weeklong campaign
was held in East, West, North and Outer Districts of Delhi from 24" October to 27" October,
2016.

This campaign was run with the support of Delhi Police, Childline partners and civil so-
ciety organizations working on the issue in the respective areas. The campaign also sensitised
the people about the vulnerabilities and why silence is not an option if their child is subjected to
abuse. The respective Police personnel of that area were roped in to create an interface between

the police and people.
Awareness on POCSO in Children Parks

NCPCR with support from the Department of Horticulture, South MCD has placed
hoardings on child rights and sexual offences against children including POCSO Act, 2012,
and POCSO e-box, in children’s parks under jurisdiction of the Corporation to create mass

awareness.
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7.5.5 Promotion of Message of Combating Child Sexual Abuse by making Kahani-2 Movie Tax-free

The Movie Kahani-2 directed by Shri Sujoy Ghosh starring Vidya Balan brilliantly
touched upon the subject of child sexual abuse in the most nuanced manner. Kahani-2 turned
out to be an honest attempt to discuss the trauma a young victim of sexual abuse goes through.
It 1s a brilliant piece of cinema with a powerful social message. In this regard NCPCR wrote
a letter to the Hon’ble Minister, MWCD to nominate Actress Ms. Vidya Balan as Brand Am-
bassador of POCSO and get the movie tax free status in all the States. A letter was also sent to
the Director Sh. Sujoy Ghosh and Actress Ms. Vidya Balan. A letter was also sent to Ministry
of Information & Broadcasting to display the following message on awareness of POCSO Act,

2012 particularly before starting of this movie (Kahani-2) and any other movie on the subject:

Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse of Children are heinous crimes and punishable under the Pro-
tection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012. This Act provides for protection of
Children from offences of Sexual Assault, Sexual Harassment and Pornography with due regard for

safeguarding the interests and well being of children.

7.6 Grievance Redressal (Child Health & Nutrition)

Total  Complaints | Complaints re- | Complaints  disposed | Complaints Pending as
pending as on ceived between |off  between  April | on 31/03/2017
April 2016- March | 2016-March 2017
01/04/2016 2017
108 167 111 164

7.6.1 Key Interventions
7.6.1.1  Cognizance of Impact of Drought on Children in affected areas of 13 States

The Commission under Section 13 (1) of the CPCR Act, 2005 took cognizance of im-
pact of drought on children in affected areas of 13 States of the Country: Maharashtra, Kar-
nataka, Jharkhand, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Haryana,
Guyjarat, Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Andhra Pradesh. In this regard, the Member (Child Health)
sent a letter on 24.05.2017 to the Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation to know the mea-

sures undertaken by the Ministry on drought, mitigation, relief and rehabilitation.
7.6.1.2  Infant Death in Hospital due to Ants-bite

NCPCR took suo-motu cognizance of a news report regarding death of an infant due to
ant bite in a hospital in Vijaywada in May, 2016. The Commission sought an action taken report
from the Commissioner, Health & Family Welfare, NHM, Andhra Pradesh. The action taken
report stated that the baby was born with low birth weight and proper treatment was given by
the Paediatricians of the Government General Hospital, Vijayawada. Also necessary consent

was taken from the father and high the associated risk was explained to him. Inspite of the best
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efforts by the institution, baby could not survive because of complications like pre-term birth,
low birth weight, respiratory distress, sepsis with septic shock and not by ant bites. Therefore,

the case was closed.
7.6.1.3 Three years old girl child’s finger gets amputated because of daycare’s negligence

NCPCR took suo motu cognizance of the news report published in the news papers
regarding a three year old girl’s fingers having got amputated because of daycare’s negligence
in Gurgaon, Haryana. The Commission sought a detailed action taken report from the Dep-
uty Commissioner, Gurgaon, Haryana. The Commission received the action taken report on
4.11.2016 stating that the appropriate action has been taken and the case was being heard by

Hon’ble Court. Since the case was sub-judice, the matter case was closed.
7.6.1.4 12 years’ old boy waiting from last 10 months for AIIMS to start his treatment

The Commission took suo-motu cognizance of the newspaper report titled, ‘10 months
on, boy waits for AIIMS to let him in’. As per the news report, a 12 years old boy was waiting
on the pavement for the last 10 months for treatment at AIIMS. The Commission requested the

Director, AIIMS for necessary early action in the matter.

The Commission received an action taken report from the Medical Superintendent,
AIIMS, New Delhi on 30.1.2017, stating that the patient (boy) was already admitted, operated

and discharged in a satisfactory condition. Therefore, the case was closed.
7.6.1.5  Girl found near tracks was sexually abused

The Commission after taking cognizance of the matter sought an action taken report
from the Commissioner of Police, Delhi and visited the victim girl, who was admitted to
AIIMS. The Member (Child Health) after meeting with the treating doctor also met the victim

girl to ascertain the status and her well being.
7.6.1.6  Denial of Ambulance facility to carry dead body of 2% years girl in Baghpat, Uttar Pradesh

The Commission took suo-moto cognizance of the news published on 05.09.2016, al-
leging that a 2% years girl suffering from high fever died in the Medical College, Meerut. Later
the mother of the deceased girl tried to take help of a government ambulance to take the dead
body to her hometown which was denied. A letter has been sent to the District Magistrate,
Meerut, Uttar Pradesh seeking an action taken report. The Commission received the action tak-
en report on 13.01.2017, stating that the relatives took the child in a serious condition without
consulting the Doctor. The Doctors informed the parents about the situation of the child. The
District Officials tried contacting the parents for recording their statement but the address was

not traceable. Therefore, on the basis of ATR received, the complaint was closed.
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7.6.1.7  Lack of medical facilities for children living in hostel in Jashpur Nagar District, Chhattis-
garh

The Commission took suo-moto cognizance of the news published regarding lack of
medical facilities for children living in hostel in Jashpur Nagar District in Chhattisgarh. It was
alleged that 15 children walked 10 kms from their hostel for medical treatment. In this regard,
a letter has been sent to Secretary, Health & Family Welfare Department, Chhattisgarh asking
for action taken report in the matter. The received report stated that the children were taken to
hospital by hostel authorities by bike. The hostel superintendent has been suspended as he did
not inform any senior official about the situation and non availability of transport facility for

children. The case was accordingly, closed.
7.6.1.8 Deterioration in health of four tribal children owing to long starvation

The Commission took suo-motu cognizance of the news published on 01.09.2016 alleg-
ing that 3 kids belonging to one tribal family living in Jhadol area in Udaipur, suffered illness
due to prolonged starvation. A Letter was sent to the Secretary, Women and Child Development
Department, Rajasthan seeking an action taken report which was received on 3.11.2016, stating
that the children were admitted to community centre with the basic problem of cough and cold.
Later, the children were referred to the Udaipur Hospital because the hemoglobin level was low
among all the three kids. The children were discharged after the recovery. Among 3, one child
was enrolled in the Anganwadi Centre. Finding the action taken report satisfactory, the case

was closed accordingly.
7.6.1.9 22 children ill after eating the Mid-day Meal in school

The Commission took suo-motu cognizance of the news published on 03.09.2016,
alleging that after having mid day meal distributed in Middle School located in Khagadiya
District, 22 children fell ill. A letter has been sent to the District Collector, Bihar which was

followed by a reminder for submitting action taken report in the matter.
7.6.1.10 16 students fall ill after eating food distributed in school

The Commission has taken suo-motu cognizance of the newspaper article published in
“Hindustan Samwad” on 07.09.2016. It is alleged in the newspaper that, 12 children were taken
ill after consuming food distributed in Kasturba Gandhi Residential School in Raipur, Uttar
Pradesh. After eating the food, students started vomiting and reported problem of dehydration.
The school authorities took children to PHC for treatment. The students who were serious were
referred to the District Hospital. According to the attending Doctor, the contaminated water
caused the problem among children. The CDO has ordered an inquiry into the matter. A letter
has been sent to the District Collector, Sonbhadra which was followed by a reminder for sub-

mitting action taken report in the matter.
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7.7.1 Cognizance of the incidence of newborn deaths reported in Jawaharlal Nehru Hospital, Ajmer,
Rajasthan

7.7  Spot Inquiries

The Commission took suo-motu cognizance of the newspaper reports on the incidence of a
number of newborn deaths reported in Jawaharlal Nehru Hospital, Ajmer, Rajasthan. After
taking cognizance of the news report, a Team headed by the Member (Child Health), NCPCR
visited Ajmer from 24th to 26th May, 2016 to inquire into the matter. Based on the observations

of the Team, a letter was sent to the State Government and District Administration alongwith

recommendations on 26.07.2016 to take necessary measures in this regard. (Annexure-XV1)

An Action Taken Report was also received from the Principal Secretary, Department of
Health, Rajasthan on 7.9.2017. The Report was found to be satisfactory.

During Post visit based on the Action Taken Report, some of the improvements observed in

the JLN Hospital Ajmer were:

o Some improvement in general services-sanitation, facilities for attendants etc was seen.

. For regulating the entry of the patients’ attendants, the DM confirmed requisite security has
been in place at all major entry/exit points of the hospital. General public were removed from
the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) area.

o The hand sanitizers which were not seen anywhere in use in the NICU, PICU etc during

the Team’s first visit were placed in the NICU. The staff was seen wearing masks, caps and

gloves.

. Children were covered with mosquito nets and flycatchers were in place.

o Temporary tent was being placed for relatives/family members to rest until the reception was
in place.

7.7.2  Inquiry into the matter of Trafficking of Infants in West Bengal

NCPCR took suo-motu cognizance of newspapers reports regarding trafficking of in-
fants in West Bengal. As per the news reports, CID had busted a Child trafficking racket from
Sohan Nursing Home, in North 24 Pargana District of West Bengal. After taking cognizance
of the news report, an Action Taken Report was sought from the District Magistrate, North 24



Parganas vide letter dated 28.11.2016. On the same day, the Member (Child Health), NCPCR
held a meeting with the District Magistrate, North 24 Parganas and State Government officials
of the concerned departments viz; Health, WCD, Police, AHTU, CWC at Kolkata.

The Member (Child Health), NCPCR then conducted an inquiry in the matter and vis-
ited the sites, Purbasha Old Age Home, ESI Hospital and Nursing Home from 29th and 30th
Nov’16 at Kolkata, District North 24 Parganas, West Bengal. A letter was sent to the Chief
Secretary, Government of West Bengal along with the recommendations vide letter dated
09/12/2016. (Annexure-XVII)
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A report of the inquiry along with all relevant documents was also sent to the Hon’ble
Minister and Secretary, MWCD from the Chairperson, NCPCR vide note dated 2/12/2016. The
Report is accessible at NCPCR’s website.

An action taken report was received from the Chief Medical Officer, North 24 Parganas
on 21.12.2016. The Report was found to be satisfactory.

Follow up Visit

The Member (Child Health), NCPCR again visited West Bengal for follow up in the
matter from 20th December, 2016 to 23rd December, 2016. A Meeting was held with CID of-
ficers and all the concerned officials of the State Government.

The Member also visited Kishalay Home for Boys at Barasat, North 24 Parganas, West
Bengal. The Home catered to 129 boys in the age group of 6 to 18 years. A junior school for
children was also functioning in the premises. The Home was found neat and clean and prop-

erly maintained.

7.7.3 Inquiry into a matter regarding death of 12 children in Nagada village, located in the forests of
Odisha’s Jajpur District

NCPCR took suo-motu cognizance of the newspaper report about death of 12 children
in Nagada village, located in the forests of Odisha’s Jajpur District. A team led by the Member
(Child Health), NCPCR along with Members from Odisha SCPCR visited the District for in-
quiry from 9th-10th August 2016.
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The Team interacted with some villagers and children of the Juanga tribe from Ashok-
jhar village and enquired about their problems. They discussed about the education facilities,
Anganwadi programmes and healthcare facilities provided to them and various developmental

initiatives being implemented by the district administration.

Based on the Team’s observations, a letter was sent to the Chief Secretary, Govern-
ment of Odisha on 26.09.2016 along with recommendations to take strict measures. (Annex-
ure-XVIII)

An action taken report was received from the District Magistrate on 10.08.2016. The
Report was found to be satisfactory.

7.7.4 Inquiry into a matter regarding death of 26 children in Government run tribal residential school

in Telangana since 2014

NCPCR took suo-moto cognizance of a news report published regarding death of 26
children since 2014 in Government run tribal residential school in Telangana. A team led by
the Member (Child Health), NCPCR visited 3 tribal residential schools in Khammam District,
Hyderabad : 2 girls residential schools and 1 residential school for boys. The Commission ad-

dressed a letter to the Chief Secretary, Government of Telangana on 28.09.2016 inter-alia con-

taining recommendations and sought an Action Taken Report in the matter (Annexure-XIX).

7.7.5 Inquiry into the matter of a 17 years old girl being stripped, assaulted by passengers on Train
alleging theft

NCPCR took suo-moto cognizance of a news re-
port on the issue of a 17 years old girl being stripped
and assaulted by passengers on train alleging theft in
Agra. The girl was treated as an adult and lodged in
the adult jail for three days. The Member (Health),
NCPCR along with a Team made an inquiry visit to

Agra. Based on the observations of the Team, letters




were addressed to the District Magistrate seeking on Action Taken Report and the Chairperson,
Child Welfare Committee to provide counseling and rehabilitation support to the minor with
the help of the Childline.

7.8  State Visits
7.8.1 Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh

A team led by Member (Child
Health), NCPCR visited Varanasi, Uttar .
Pradesh from 5-7 May, 2016 to assess condi-
tion of children’s health at Anganwadi Cen-
ters and Child Care Institutions. The Team
visited Anganwadi Centers at Bazardiha,
Nagepur Village, Lohta,; Children Home
(Boys) Ramnagar; Open Shelter Home
(Boys); DARE, Children Home (Girls); and
Child Labour Site at Saraiya. The Member,
NCPCR held a meeting with the District of-

ficials and made observations about the poor living conditions at children homes. On the ba-

sis of the Team’s observations, a letter was sent to the Chief Secretary, Government of Uttar
Pradesh on 06.06.2016 with specific recommendations for AWCs/ICDS and Child Care Insti-
tutions. (Annexure-XX)

An action taken report was received from the District Magistrate, Varanasi on
17.08.2016. The Report was found to be satisfactory.

Based on the Action Taken Report, post the visit by the Commission, 68 children have been

repatriated from the Ramnagar Boys Home to their Families

7.8.2  Vishakhapatnam and Vijayawada

The Member (Child Health), NCPCR made a visit to Visakhapatnam and Vijayawada
from 4" -6 August, 2016 and visited 3 Anganwadi Centers, Observation Home/Special Home
and an Adoption Center at Visakhapatnam. Based on the observations made during the visit, a
letter alongwith recommendations was addressed to the Chief Secretary of Andhra Pradesh on
20.09.2016 to submit a detailed Action Taken Report to the Commission. (Annexure-XXI)
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The Member (Child Health), NCPCR along-with State SCPCR team visited Assam
between 18" — 22™ July, 2016 to assess the situation of Children in Tea Gardens in State of

7.8.3 Assam

Assam and hold a meeting with the District Administration and other stakeholders for orga-
nizing a Workshop on protection of rights of children in Tea Gardens of Assam. The Team in
collaboration with PAD and PAJHRA visited Narayanpur Tea Estate. During the visit, the Team
visited Observation Home, Boko and Jalukbari State Home for Women and Children. The
Team also visited a remote village of Kokrajhar, pre-dominantly a releases minority area set-up
as relief camp after the 1993 ethnic violence. On the basis of Team’s observations, a letter was
addressed to the Chief Secretary of Assam on 21.09.2016 along with specific recommendations
and sought submission of an Action Taken Report. (Annexure-XXI1)

7.8.4 West Bengal

A team led by Member (Child Health), NCPCR visited Kolkata and Shantiniketan,
West Bengal from 8" -11" June, 2016 and inspected Sukanya Observation Home and After
Care Home for Girls. The Team interacted with the girls and observed that girls from Bangla-
desh were not able to contact their families. After Commission’s interventions, children have

been repatriated to their native places.

During the visit, the Chairperson and Member, NCPCR also participated in West Ben-
gal’s second Child Protection Day celebrated on 9.06.2016 at Rabindra Sadan, Kolkata which
was organised by the West Bengal Commission for Protection of Child Rights with support of

the State Government.

A meeting chaired by the Member, NCPCR with Mela Committee of Poush Mela, Vish-
wabharti, Shantiniketan on 10" June, 2016 at Vishwabharti, Shantiniketan shared indicators for
organizing Child Friendly Melas.

The Member also interacted with the representatives of Child Parliament from Kolkata
and discussed the issues related to Child Rights and Child Protection. The Member apprised the
children about Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for care and protection of Street Children,
Draft Recreation Policy for Children, New Education Policy and Child friendly Spaces etc.
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7.8.5 Bangaluru, Karnataka

The Member (Child Health) and Member (Law), NCPCR visited Karnataka from 1% to
4" February, 2017. The Members visited a model One Stop Crisis Centre for victims of child
sexual abuse at M.S. Ramaiya Hospital and One Stop Crisis Centre for sexual abuse cases of
women and children at Lord Curtzon Hospital, at Bangaluru with the objective to understand
the concept of One Stop Crisis Centre.

On the basis of the Members visit, a letter has been sent to the Chief Secretary, Karnata-
ka to add child along with OSCC for women in order to include and provide care and protection
to children victim of child sexual abuse.

The Members also visited a model Anganwadi Centre at Chamunda Hills to assess the
situation of children there, a model Child Friendly Police Station and Children Home for Girls
at Mysore. The Members also participated in two day seminar on POCSO Act, 2012 organized
by National Law School of India University (NLSIU) and National Coalition to Protect Our
Children (NCPOC).

7.8.6 Himachal Pradesh

The Member (Child Health), NCPCR visited Shimla to assess the condition of children
in Aanganwadi Centres, Hospitals and Child Care Institutions from 26" February - 15 March,
2017. During the visit, the Member made a brief presentation on Child Friendly Mechanism
at State level Workshop on Child Rights organised by HSCPCR. The Member also, held a
meeting with the Director, Department of Women and Child Development, Government of Hi-
machal Pradesh and discussed about training of CCI staff and establishment of Child Friendly
Police Stations and Community.

The Member, NCPCR also visited an Anganwadi Centre at Tutikandi and Children
Home for Boys and Government Hospital at Shimla.

7.8.7 Siliguri, Darjeeling, Kalimpong, West Bengal

The Member (Health), NCPCR visited West Bengal from 24" - 30" March, 2017.

During the visit, the Member visited three Anganwadi Centres, Primary School run by Gov-
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ernment, held meeting with Tea Garden Manager in New Champta, Matigada Block, Concern
Shelter Home for Boys and Girls and Children Home for Girls run by CINI in Siliguri to assess
the situation of children in the Homes.

The Member also discussed POCSO Act, 2012 and role of NCPCR in a State level
Consultation on ‘POCSO Act, 2012 & Child Rights and Child Trafficking in Tea Gardens’,
organised by the WBSCPCR.

The Member also held a discussion on the issue of combating Human Trafficking in Tea

Gardens through a panel and interactive session with the experts.

The Member also visited Children Home for Boys and Girls run by the Bal Suraksha
Abhiyan Trust (BSA) and first Child Friendly Police Station in Kalimpong District.
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8.0 Representation in Courts

The salient details of important Representations undertaken by the Commission in Courts

during 2016-17 are mentioned below:

8.1 The State of Tamil Nadu Vs. Union of India and Ors., W. P. (Crl.) 102 of 2007
before the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India “Re. Exploitation of Children in Or-
phanage”.

e The Hon’ble Supreme Court had in 2007 taken Suo-moto cognizance of some news reports
regarding alleged trafficking of children from North-Eastern States to the State of Tamil Nadu;
the children were found to be languishing in the Orphanages in question in inhuman conditions.
Notice to the State of Tamil Nadu was sent with regard to the specific incident of transportation

of children under reference.

e The Hon’ble Supreme Court in its Order dated 31.03.2010 took note of the allegation that large
scale transportation of children from North-Eastern States was still going on and, therefore,
felt that an inquiry needs to be conducted into the matter. Accordingly, NCPCR was directed to
conduct the said inquiry with liberty to take assistance of an expert, if required. The Commis-
sion after conducting a detailed inquiry submitted its Inquiry Report to the Hon’ble Supreme
Court on 15.07.2010.

e The Hon’ble Supreme Court vide its Order dated 07.02.2013 granted three months time to all
the States/UTs for taking action towards constitution of SCPCRs; completing all formalities to-
wards implementation of CPCR Act, 2005 and RTE Act, 2009 including framing and notifying
Rules there-under and making functional the State Commissions if respective States/UTs had
not already constituted one. Further directions were issued to all the States/UTs to file status re-
port within four weeks’ as to the measures adopted and the action taken with regard to improv-
ing the condition of children in various Shelter Homes, etc. around the country; to eliminate
trafficking of children under the garb of education and other promises like employment etc.;
to indicate number of Children Homes, etc. which are registered and which are not registered
under Juvenile Justice (JJ) Act, 2000, to report protective action taken or to be taken to prevent
abuse of inmates in the unregistered CCls; to detail measures taken towards implementation of
the RTE Act, 2009, eradicating child trafficking and setting up of Special Courts under POC-
SO Act, 2012. The Hon’ble Court further directed that the status report shall also indicate the
capacity of the Children Homes, separately for boys and girls, and whether the standards with

regard to the nutrition and hygiene are being maintained in the Homes.



During the year, the following developments took place in the matter:

e The matter was listed on 08.04.2016 but could not be taken up. Then the matter was listed on
08.07.2016 and was renotified with directions to the parties to file the Report pertaining to the
latest progress in the matter.

e Vide order dated 23.08.2016, the Hon’ble Court considering submission of the Ld. ASG that
mapping and review of CCls was being done by different authorities and will be over within 3
months, directed that a Report shall be placed before the Court giving details about the stage at
which the work with regard to data collection, is pending.

e Thereafter, the matter was listed on 21.09.2016 and was adjourned to look into the progress
made in the work of data collection. Then the matter was listed on 07.12.2016 and the Uol was
directed to file an Action Taken Report with respect to the directions and submissions made in
the matter during February 2015. The matter was again listed on 27.02.2017 and was re-noti-
fied at request of ASG.

e The matter was taken up on 27.02.17 and upon hearing the Ld. ASG the matter was listed for
13.04.2017.

8.2  Sampurna BehruaVs. Union of India, W. P. (C) No. 473 of 2005 before the Hon’ble
Supreme Court of India

e The Petitioner was working with the Child Rights Unit of Human Rights Law Network (HRLN),
New Delhi, at the time of moving the Petition. The Petitioner travelled through 12 States and
conducted a study and documented several cases to examine the status of implementation of
the Juvenile Justice Act, 2000 found to have therein. The outcome of the exercise presented a
dismal picture with only a few States found having implemented the Act. The Petitioner essen-
tially prayed for the overall implementation of the Juvenile Justice Act, 2000 throughout the

country and prayed for issuing the Writ of Mandamus in the matter.
During the year, the following developments took place in the matter:

e Vide Order dated 04.04.2016, the Hon’ble Court directed the Government to file collated in-
formation as on 31.03.2016 few days before the next date of hearing. Further considering the
request of NALSA, the Hon’ble Court extended one month’s time for preparing the Training
Manual for Probationary Officers as well as Legal Aid Counsel.

e Vide order dated 09.05.2016, the Secretary WCD of all the States/UTs were directed to render
all necessary assistance to the Uol for updating the information and keeping it up to date from

time to time.
e Thereafter, the matter was listed for 29.07.2016 and was adjourned at the request of ASG.

e Vide order dated 29.08.2016, the Hon’ble Court directed State Governments to respond to
the communication sent by the Government of India particularly as it pertains to a scheme for
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child protection. Further, ASG was directed to present a Chart on next date with regard to the
compliance to Annexure XI and XII of the revised Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPS).

e Vide order dated 23.09.2016, the Hon’ble Court observed that the information made available
in the Chart is deficient. Therefore, it directed the State/UT Governments to file Affidavits
within 3 weeks containing complete, full and necessary information in terms of ICPS with

regard to availability of computers and peripherals both for JJBs and CWCs.

e Vide Order dated 17.02.2017, the Hon’ble Court listed the matter for final arguments on
05.04.2017 and also directed the Uol to ensure that SCPCRs are in place in every State/UT.

8.3  Ayub Khan Vs. Government of NCT of Delhi & Ors. W. P. (Crl.) 564 of 2009 before
the Hon’ble High Court of Delhi

o This case is about the alleged corporal punishment leading to the death of the child. The matter

also involved alleged inactions on part of various Authorities.
During the year, the following developments took place in the matter:

e Vide Order dated 30.05.2016, the Hon’ble Court deleted all the other Respondents from Memo
of Parties except R-5: MCD, R-9 : Nagar Nigam Primary Girl School, and  R-10 : Ms.
Manju Rathee (teacher).

e Vide Order dated 25.07.2016, the Hon’ble Court dismissed the Petition in default for non pros-
ecution on 15.04.2013, 30.05.2016 and on the present date (i.e. 25.07.2016).

8.4  Courton its Own Motion through A. K. Asthana Vs. Union of India and Anr. W. P.
(C) 787 of 2012 before the Hon’ble High Court, Delhi

e This case was taken up by the Hon’ble High Court, Delhi wherein its attention was drawn
towards the then ongoing media reports, about the two year old baby girl Falak being admit-
ted into AIIMS and another 15 year old minor girl who had allegedly brought the baby girl to
AIIMS. The issue raised was about the reports appearing in the media with the name of both
the children in violation of Section 21 of the J.J. Act, 2000. Reference in this regard was also
made to Article 16 of the UN’s Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), 1989.

e This petition flags the issue of the media in its coverage, disclosing the name and identity of
Children in Need of Care and Protection, without seeking the permission of the Child Welfare

Committee and violation of Section 21 of the Juvenile Justice Act, 2000.

e The petition was entertained and vide Order dated 8" February, 2012, a Committee was consti-
tuted comprising of representatives of Union of India, Government of NCT of Delhi, National
Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR), NGOs working for welfare of children,
media, etc. to deliberate upon the Guidelines to be formulated to regulate media reporting and

disclosure of details relating to children.
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e The Petitioner prayed for framing of Guidelines by the Government to regulate media reporting
and disclosure of details relating to children. The Hon’ble High Court directed for constitution

of a Committee with the following members for the purpose:

1.  Presiding Judge from JIB;

2. Representatives of Union of India and Government of NCT of Delhi;
3.  Representative from an NGO working for the welfare of children;

4.  One person from Media;

5.  Nominee of the Press Council of India;

6.  Ms. Meena Kabir, Child Right Activist and

7. Ms. Deepa Dixit, NCPCR.

During the year, the following developments took place in the matter:

e Vide order dated 14.07.2016, the Hon’ble Court disposed of the matter with the following di-
rections:

(1) Committee to finalize the guidelines in relation to police and lawyers and submit the same

to the concerned Ministry for approval within four months from today.

(i1) The concerned Ministry shall make efforts for implementation of the same with wide pub-

licity within two months.

(i11) In case, any clarification/direction is required with regard to the issues raised and consid-

ered in this Petition, the parties are at liberty to file a fresh Writ Petition.

8.5 Mangesh Vs. Union of India, PIL No.33 of 2010 before the Hon’ble Bombay High
Court (Nagpur Bench)

e  The Petition had been filed in the Bombay High Court (Nagpur bench) wherein the Pe-
titioner prayed for bringing the migrant children under the ambit of the RTE Act, 2009.
The specific grievance of the Petitioner was to bring to light inaction of the Authorities
in providing compulsory primary education to the street children, tribal children and
the nomadic children in the state of Maharashtra and more specifically in the city of

Nagpur.
During the year, the following developments took place in the matter:

e Vide Order dated 11.08.2016, the Hon’ble Court directed the Ld. AGP to take instruc-
tions from the State Government in regard to the survey of the children below 6 years
and to make necessary arrangements for the children above 3 years for elementary ed-

ucation and early childhood care and education.
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e Thereafter, the matter was listed on 29.09.2016, 06.10.2016, 22.12.2016, 27.01.2017,
16.02.2017 wherein the Hon’ble Court granted time to the Ld. AGP to take instructions

from the State Government.

e The matter was taken up on 16.02.2017 wherein the Hon’ble Court expressed its dis-
satisfaction upon the response of State Government. The Court granted last chance to
the State Government to comply with the orders dated 11.08.2016 and 29.09.2016 re-
spectively and sought presence of the Secretary of department concerned on next date
of hearing 1.e. 23.02.2017.

8.6 State of Haryana etc. Vs. Court on its Own Motion etc., SLP (C) 27482-27484 of
2014 before the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India

e The Petition had been filed with regard to two newspaper reports narrating appalling
conditions of Children Homes run by the Department of Women and Children and the

Observation Homes run by the Department of Social Security.

e This SLP came in pursuance of the Hon’ble Punjab & Haryana High Court’s Suo-moto
cognizance of an issue pertaining to proper and effective implementation of provisions
of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2000.

e The Court issued directions to the Sessions Judge of the area where these Children
Homes and Observation Homes were located, to conduct a surprise visit and prepare
reports on the running of those institutions. The Reports in this regard were then for-
warded to the Secretary, Punjab State Legal Services Authority for scrutiny and tabu-

lation.

e On perusal of the Reports, the Hon’ble Court felt that the provisions of the J.J. Act,

2000 were being flouted at many places including Punjab University.

e The Department of Women and Child, Haryana formed a Selection Committee. The
Committee found that the J.J. Act, 2000 was not being implemented in its true form
and spirit. NCPCR had also filed a Writ Petition, praying for issuance of a Writ in
the nature of Mandamus, directing the States of Punjab, Haryana as well as UT of
Chandigarh to take steps to constitute and set up fully functional State Commissions
for Protection of Child Rights and Children’s Courts under Sections 17 and 25 of the
Commissions for Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005.

e The Hon’ble High Court of Haryana and Punjab disposed of the Writ Petition in-
ter-alia with other writ petitions and gave directions for creating Children’s Courts
with specialized infrastructure. Being aggrieved by the said Order, the States of Pun-
jab, Haryana and UT of Chandigarh approached the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India
by way of this Special Leave Petition (SLP).

During the year, the following developments took place in the matter:
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e Vide Order dated 29.04.2016 the Hon’ble Court allowed the restoration of SLP.

e On 26.08.2016 after hearing the counsel the Registrar stated that the service of
notice issued to respondent No.1 in the other SLP No. 27483/2014 was awaited.
Therefore the matter was put up for next date of hearing i.e. 05.10.2016

e On 05.10.2016 the Registrar acknowledged the fact that service of notice to the
respondent No.1 in SLP No. 27483/2014 was complete and the appearing respon-
dents were granted 4 weeks time to file the counter Affidavit. It was further ob-
served that this 4 weeks time was the last opportunity being granted to the respon-
dents to file the counter Affidavit and after expiry of the said 4 weeks the matter

would be processed for listing before the Hon’ble Court as per the rules.

8.7 Naz Foundation (India) Trust Vs. Union of India & Ors., W.P. (C) 147 of 2014
before the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India

e The present Petition has been filed by the petitioner-NGO, alleging discrimination against
HIV positive children in schools and other places. The Petitioner has further alleged that the
Schools often breach the confidentiality when it comes to maintaining secrecy about one’s
HIV status.

e The specific prayer of the Petitioner is to direct that no child be denied admission into any
school or any other educational institution, whether private or public, solely on the basis that
the child or his/her parents, or any other relative, is HIV positive (actual or perceived); no
child be suspended or expelled from such institutions on the above ground; there should be
no segregation of children on these grounds; such children shall be enabled and supported to
attend school; to direct the Union of India to frame comprehensive Guidelines under Section
35(1), RTE Act so that such children can study free from discrimination with their having an
actual right to confidentiality of their HIV positive status and issue a proper Writ, Order or
Direction to all States and UTs to issue a Notification under Section 2(d) of the RTE Act, 2009
declaring such Children to be under the category of ‘disadvantaged children’, as is presently
the case in States like Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Uttarakhand and Manipur.

During the year, the following developments took place in the matter:

e The present matter was listed on 16.01.2017 before the Registrar for completion of technical
formalities of filing of Counter Affidavits. Prayer of Ld. ASG was allowed to be placed on
record the Guidelines framed by Uol on 26.10.2012 and 26.03.2014.

e Vide order dated 31.03.2017 the Hon’ble Court was of the view that State Governments need
to consider the issuance of notification within 4 weeks so as to declare children living with
or affected by HIV, as belonging to a disadvantaged group under Section 2(d). The Hon’ble
Court further directed that State Governments as are unwilling to voluntarily issue a notifica-

tion as aforementioned may file an Affidavit within 4 weeks indicating the reasons why they
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consider it unnecessary to issue such a Notification. The Union of India was directed (R-1) to
communicate the order to all the Secretaries in States of the Department of School Education

within a week.

8.8 Bachpan Bachao Andolan Vs. Union of India & Ors., W.P. (C) 906 of 2014 before
the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India

e The Petition has been filed by the Petitioner before the Hon’ble Supreme Court under
Article 32 of the Constitution of India as there has been an alarming increase in the use of

drugs, alcohol and other such substances among children.

e By way of Writ Petition, the Petitioner has sought intervention of the Hon’ble Court for
appropriate directions to make and implement National Action Plan for children for elim-
ination of abuse of drugs, alcohol, and other psychotropic substances and also create spe-

cialized System and Practices for promoting de-addiction among children.
During the year, the following developments took place in the matter:

e  Vide order dated 20.12.2016, the Hon’ble Court disposed of the Writ Petition with the

following directions:
The Union Government shall —

a) Complete a national survey and generate a national data base within a period of six

months;

b) Formulate and adopt a comprehensive national plan within four months, which will

among other things also address the areas of immediate concern noted earlier;
¢) Adopt specific content in the school curriculum under the aegis of NEP.
The immediate areas requiring remedial attention were summarized as below:
a) Formulation of a national action plan for children;

b) Creation of a module containing an appropriate curriculum for children of all age

groups in order to keep them away from drugs, alcohol and tobacco;
c) Setting up of de-addiction centres;

d) Establishing a Standard Operating Procedure on enforcing the provisions of the Juve-
nile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 especially sections 77 and 78;
and

e) Implementing the action plan with the national policy on narcotic drugs and psycho-

tropic substances which has been approved by the Union Cabinet.
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8.9 E. Ranganayaki Vs. Union of India & Ors., W.P. 15850 of 2015 before the Hon’ble
Madras High Court

e The Petition pertains to prevailing conditions of child sexual abuse in State of Tamil Nadu
and in India; and seeks a direction that will further protect the children from sexual abuse

and promote awareness among the community to confront and prevent such behaviors.

e The Commission was impleaded as Respondent vide the Hon’ble High Court’s Order dat-
ed 05.06.2015.

During the year, the following developments took place in the matter:-

e The matter was listed on 05.04.2016, 06.04.2016 and 27.04.2016 but nothing much was

done in the matter.

8.10 Change India (Represented by Director A. Narayanan) Vs. Government of Tamil
Nadu and Ors., W.P. 6915 of 2015, before the Hon’ble Madras High Court

e The Petition pertains to the effective implementation of J.J. Act, 2000 and Tamil Nadu
J.J. Rules, 2001, for ensuring proper care and protection of the children through proper
implementation of ICPS; filling up of all the vacancies of the Probation Officers and Dis-
trict Child Protection Officers and Establishment of Observation Homes, Special Homes,

Reception Unit and Government Childrens’ Home.
During the year, the following developments took place in the matter:

e Nothing happened in the matter during the year. The matter was last listed on 05.02.2016
wherein the Hon’ble Court observed that no further orders are required in the matter as
compliance report has been filed by the State Government which should be placed before
the Juvenile Justice Committee who would continue to monitor the different aspects till all

suggestions are implemented.

8.11 Change India (Represented by its Director A. Narayanan) Vs. the Chief Secre-
tary to Government, Government of Tamil Nadu, W.P 21267 of 2014 before the
Hon’ble Madras High Court

e This Petition was filed by A. Narayanan (Change India) wherein the Petitioner prayed for
directions in the form of Mandamus directing the Respondents to implement strictly Sec-
tion 34 (3) of J.J. Act, 2000 as amended in 2006, with respect to all Child Care Institutions
whether run by NGOs or by Government Agencies such as Children Homes, Observa-
tion Homes, Reception Units, Orphanages and all those run by the Commissionerate for
Welfare of Differently abled, Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Department,
Adi-Dravidar and Tribal Welfare Department and other religious bodies in Tamil Nadu,
within a fixed time frame and to close down immediately all those institutions that do not

fulfill the registration criteria and violate provisions of J.J. Act and Rules. The Petition



further prayed for ensuring appropriate adequate and systematic rehabilitation from such
closed sponsorship scheme, uniting them with their families and extending all assistance

for continuation of their education through neighborhood schools.

The NCPCR was impleaded as Respondent No. 7 in the matter vide the Hon’ble High
Court Order dated 22.08.2014.

During the year, the following developments took place in the matter:

Vide order dated 21.06.2016, the Government Pleader assured the Court that within 2
months the process of filling up of the post of Chairperson, SCPCR shall be completed.
The Hon’ble Court granted the time and directed that in case the time schedule is not ad-

hered to, the concerned Secretary to the Government shall remain present in the Court.

Vide order dated 02.09.2016, the Hon’ble Court was of the view that the appointment pri-
ma facie appears to be in breach of the Affidavit furnished in the Court and thus directed
to produce the records of recruitment process for scrutiny by the Court, where the Court
will examine whether suo moto Quo Warranto petition should be issued questioning the

appointment of the Chairperson in breach of the sworn Affidavit of the State Government.

Vide order dated 04.11.2016, the Advocate General assured the Hon’ble Court that he will
advise the Government appropriately and expects some solution to the position they are

facing i.e. the process to be followed while filling the post of the Chairperson.

Vide order dated 02.01.2017, the statement of Advocate General was taken on record that
the State Government has taken considered decision to recall the order passed for appoint-
ing the Chairperson to TNSCPCR, whereafter the fresh applications would be processed.
Further, it was pointed out that Rules under JJ Act were not framed by the State Govern-

ment to which the Hon’ble Court directed taking of urgent steps in this behalf.

Vide order dated 10.03.2017, the matter was posted for 1% week of June, 2017 as the Re-

spondents required time to complete the process.

8.12 Sandeep Kumar Gupta Vs. Central Information Commission and Ors. CWP No.
20953 of 2014 before the Hon’ble Punjab and Haryana High Court

An RTI was filed regarding information relating inter alia to the educational qualifications
of the chairperson and members of NCPCR of all persons who held these positions since
the Commission came into existence alongwith the certified copies of complaints received
against Chairperson and Members, their assets and liabilities, etc. Besides, the RTI also
sought details regarding a particular Child Labour Complaint and the Complaints of child
labour in the State of Punjab/Haryana.

The response/reply was provided to the applicant and was also allowed to inspect the re-

cords as the records were voluminous.

B
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During the year, the following developments took place in the matter:

e Nothing much happened in the matter during the year. It was listed on 12.05.2016,
21.11.2016, 16.01.2017 but was adjourned on all the dates as the Petitioner did not appear
in the matter even though Ld. Counsel for NCPCR was present.

8.13 Suo Moto Vs. State of Rajasthan & Ors., W.P (C) 99 of 2016 before the Hon’ble High
Court of Rajasthan at Jaipur.

e The division bench of High Court of Rajasthan has taken suo-motu cognizance of the rise
in incidents of suicides being committed by the students studying at various coaching insti-
tutions in Kota.

e The Commission got impleaded itself in the present matter on 23.08.2016 and was required
to appear on the next date of hearing that was 26.09.2016.

e The case was subsequently listed for 09.11.2016, 19.01.2017, 16.02.2017, 20.02.2017 &
03.03.2017.
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Status of Complaints and Other Initiatives
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NCPCR made a unique initiative in the month of August, 2016 with the launch of POCSO
E-Box. The E-Box was introduced by the Commission as an additional facility to enable the
children to lodge Complaints independently to NCPCR. The E-Box is displayed prominently
on the Home Page of the Commission’s Website. Till 31.03.2017, a total of 287 hits were
made on the E-Box. Out of these hits, 35 cases were found to be related to offences covered
under POCSO Act 2012. NCPCR reviews the progress of cases covered under the POCSO Act,
2012 on weekly basis for timely action, due to which 22 cases out of 35 were disposed off till
31.03.2017. In 2 cases, considering the gravity of the complaints, NCPCR team was sent for

fact finding which inquired into the matter and timely action was taken.

Besides, during the year 2016-17, Grievance Cell received 1461 Complaints. As against
this, 1790 Complaints including those of the previous years were processed and disposed off

(The number however, does not include Complaints relating to RTE and Health).

Grievance Cell (excluding RTE and Health)
Status of Grievances during 2016-2017
Fresh Complaints Received Complaints Closed (including both fresh and
pending Complaints)
1461 1790

9.1 Some cases of successful interventions by the Commission during the year are
briefed below:

9.1.1 14 years old minor belonging to SC community was abused and threaten by villagers, FIR not
registered by the Police

NCPCR received a complaint from Distt. Jaunpur on 7.4.2016 regarding a 14 years old boy
belonging to SC community was abused and thrashed with lathies by some people of the same
village on which FIR was not being registered by the police. The Commission took cognizance
of the matter and wrote to District Magistrate, Jaunpur to inquire into the matter. On NCPCR’s
intervention, the FIR was registered and after finding sufficient evidence against alleged ac-
cused the Charge Sheet was filed in the Court on 2.5.2016. Thus within a month of NCPCR
taking up the matter necessary action pertaining to the case was taken by the concerned author-

ities to the relief of the complainant and the victim.
9.1.2 Abducted on the pretext of marriage, the minor was safely sent to the family

The Commission received a complaint from District Dhar of Madhya Pradesh on 30/03/2016.
According to the complainant, her 15 year old minor daughter was kidnapped on the pretext

of marriage. The Commission took cognizance on the matter and wrote to District Magistrate,



Dhar, Madhya Pradesh to trace the minor. Based on the rigorous follow-up by the Commission
the victim was recovered from the accused on 31.07.2016 and her statement u/s 164 was re-

corded. The minor was handed over to her father.
9.1.3 NCPCR enabled a visually challenged minor boy to pursue his dreams

A 15-year-old visually challenged boy appeared before NCPCR in February 2017. NCPCR
promptly contacted CHILDLINE and also wrote to Child Welfare Committee. With NCPCR's
efforts, the boy, who was from a place near Nepal border was repatriated to the Antodaya
Niketan Home with the directions of CWC, Kingsway Camp, Delhi. The Commission also

encouraged the boy to pursue his studies further.
9.1.4 Return of a minor girl to her home in Surguja District , Chhattisgarh

An activist of Delhi based NGO informed the Commission in June 2016 about a girl of Ch-
hattisgarh residing in a Children Home of Dilshad Garden, Delhi. It was informed that the girl
could recall her home town and other vital information about her family. NCPCR immediately
wrote to DM, Surguja, Chhattisgarh to make necessary arrangements to restore the girl to her
parents. With the efforts of NCPCR the girl was united with her parents.

9.1.5 Acid-attack victim of a Govt. Senior Secondary School, provided Medical attention

NCPCR took suo-moto cognizance of a news report published in ‘Tribune’, Delhi in March,
2016. It was about acid-attack on five school girls from Government Senior Secondary School,
Dera Baba Nanak, Punjab. The Commission wrote to SSP, Gurdaspur, Punjab to take urgent
appropriate action in the matter. With the intervention of the Commission the victims had since

been provided adequate medical treatment and all the accused were arrested.
9.1.6 Recovery of a girl kidnapped from Mandi, Himachal Pradesh

In February 2016, the Commission received a complaint about kidnapping of a minor girl from
Mandi, Shimla. NCPCR wrote to Superintendent of Police, Shimla for taking suitable action
for the recovery of the minor girl. The girl was recovered and handed over to her parents and

three kidnappers were arrested.

9.1.7 Suo moto cognizance of the news paper report of Times of India dated 11.01.2017 ‘Alleging

theft, passengers strip, assault ill girl on train’

NCPCR took suo moto cognizance of a newspaper report alleging theft by a teenager girl and
passengers assaulting and striping her in the train near Agra. A team of NCPCR went to inquire
into the matter on 13.01.2017 and found that the Tundla police kept the girl in jail without con-
firming her age. NCPCR team met the girl in Firozabad jail. On the intervention of NCPCR,
the girl was released from the jail on the same day. She was counseled and sent to her parents’

custody.
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NCPCR took cognizance of a complaint of gang sexual assault of a 17 year old minor in Me-

9.1.8 Complaint of gang sexual assault of 17 year old minor in Mewat

wat. She was impregnated due to the forceful sexual assault for 8-9 months continuously.

An inquiry report was sought from SP, Mewat and CWC, Palwal. Child Welfare Committee
was also directed to take care of newborn of the victim girl. The accused were arrested and an
amount of Rs. One lakh was given to victim as compensation. CWC took care of newborn child

and followed up for the adoption of the child.

9.1.9 Suo moto cognizance of the news paper report of The Shillong Times dated 01.10.2016 “‘e?ky ;
d dunh; fo%ky; e ve;kid u fd;k Nk=k I n"de’

Member (Law), NCPCR during his visit to Tura town in Meghalaya took suo-moto cognizance
of an incidence of sexual assault of a minor girl by Chemistry Teacher and Principal In-charge
of Kendriya Vidyalaya. The Commission promptly intervened in the matter and the police was
asked to register FIR under Sec. 6 & 7 of POCSO Act, 2012 and to arrest the accused. The
Police took prompt action and arrested the accused without delay and due procedure of the
POCSO Act was also followed in the matter.

9.1.10 Complaint of sexual assault of a minor by two lady cooks in Kasturba Gandhi Vidhyalaya in

Hisar.

The Commission took cognizance of a complaint of sexual assault of a minor by lady cooks in
Kasturba Gandhi Vidhyalaya in Hisar. A team of NCPCR visited the victim and recommended
to the district administration to register a FIR against the accused. The matter was inquired
in detail and security of the child was ensured by follow-up visits. Allegations of the victim
against two lady cooks were ignored by school administration for a long time. However, the

FIR was registered with Commission’s intervention.

9.2  Other Initiatives:
9.2.1 Meeting of South Asia Initiative to End Violence against Children (SAIEVAC)

A three day meeting of South Asia Initiative to End Violence Against Children (SAIEVAC) was
held in New Delhi to promote child rights and safety and security of children in the SAARC
region. The meeting was organized by MWCD and attended by representatives from various
Ministries and delegates from across the SAARC region. A presentation on the activities un-
dertaken by the NCPCR was made by Chairperson, NCPCR.

9.2.2 National Plan of Action for Children (NPAC), 2016

MWCD sought comments/suggestions of NCPCR on draft National Plan of Action for Chil-
dren (NPAC), 2016. The comments of NCPCR on the four identified Key Priorities as well as
overall observations on the draft NPAC, 2016 were sent to MWCD on 21.04.2016.



P>

9.2.3 Foundation Day of NCPCR

NCPCR celebrated its 10" Foundation Day on 5" March, 2017 at India International Cen-
ter, New Delhi. Sh. Rajeev Chandrasekhar, Member of Parliament was the Chief Guest. Ms.
Ruhana Khanna, Child Artist in TV serials also participated. Chairperson, NCPCR give a brief
outline of the achievements by the Commission. A series of cultural programmes on Child
Rights by children from various NGOs were performed. Winners of All India Short Film, Still
Photography and Poster Competition were awarded. Screening of the winning short film was

also held during the occasion.
9.2.4 Coordination with State Commissions

As per the CPCR Act, 2005, the Commissions for Protection of Child Rights have been consti-

tuted in almost all the States of the country under section 17 of the Act and are functional.

NCPCR and State Commissions continue to work towards protection of rights of children
through monitoring of effective implementation of laws, policies, programmes & grievance re-
dressal mechanism. NCPCR created a common platform with State Commissions to deliberate
on various issues concerning child rights and share information, challenges and best practic-
es; to collectively suggest strategies to strengthen the monitoring process as mandated in the
CPCR Act.

During the year 2016-17, NCPCR organized a Conference with the State Commissions in
September, 2016 at Mumbai to obtain synergy and smooth coordination between Commissions
while dealing with the Child Rights issues and also shared common concerns, experiences
and best practices. The views were shared and Members, NCPCR made presentations on their
respective subjects. The consultation at Mumbai also resulted in formation of a dynamic, inter-

active and vibrant WhatsApp group with the State Commissions.

Based on the requests of State Commissions to enhance their capacity and understanding to-
wards addressing to various issues relating to protection of child rights, NCPCR developed a
Resource Book in English & Hindi in collaboration with UNICEF and through a participative
approach with the State Commissions through seeking of comments and consultative meetings
organized at NCPCR.

NCPCR orgnaised a capacity development National Workshop on ‘Protection of Child Rights’
in collaboration with UNICEF on 17th -18th December, 2016 at Gurugram, Haryana wherein
Chairpersons, all Members and Member Secretaries of State Commissions participated. The
Hon’ble Justice M. Lokur, Supreme Court of India was the Chief Guest on the occasion. The
Resource Book for SCPCRs was released by his Lordship during the Inaugural Session of the
Workshop.

9.2.5 Activities carried out under IEC

In view of the need to create awareness among children as well as parents/guardians and gen-
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eral public/community about child rights, awareness generation was carried out during the year

2016-17, through:

e Anawareness campaign through All India Radio (FM Rainbow and Vividh Bharati) was un-

dertaken from 13"-19" May, 2016 (one week) against substance abuse by children and their
use in carrying, supplying, smuggling etc. of tobacco products and other intoxicants under
provisions of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015. Subsequent-
ly, a similar campaign in 11 different regional languages was also aired on above said Radio
channels between 12" -18" June, 2016.

Concerned about vulnerability of the children and increasing number of cases of sexual
abuse of children, 3 separate radio spots were aired through selected private FM channels of
the National Capital Delhi from 23" May, 2016 for a period of one week for creating aware-
ness about the legal provisions of the POCSO Act, 2012.

Advertisements through posters on the POCSO Act were carried out inside the coaches of
selected Metro trains in Delhi for one month from 26" May 2016. The Metro train routes

covered under this campaign included:

e Dilshad Garden to Rithala (Red Line)

e Dwarka to Noida City Centre (Blue Line)
e Dwarka to Vaishali (Blue Line)

e Jahangirpuri to Huda City Centre, Gurugram (Yellow Line)
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2 Radio spots of 60 seconds duration having narrations by girl and boy child along with
details of the POCSO e-box produced by NCPCR were broadcast over Vividhh Bharti
channel (National) on 37 stations of AIR for one week starting from 26th October to 1st
November, 2016.

An animation film of 60 seconds to be broad- (: ? -l*
cast on various TV channels was prepared and
uploaded on YouTube channel of NCPCR for
popularizing POCSO e-box.

Further, NCPCR contacted Cartoon Channels to
broadcast the said animation film pro bono. The e

film was aired by M/s Turner International Company on their POGO and Cartoon Network
Channels for a period of 3 months from 21st November, 2016.
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NCPCR organized All India Short Film, Still Photography and Poster Competitions after
wide publicity in national dailies, with the aim to recognize the creative efforts towards
promotion and protection of Child Rights. Large number of entries were received from all
over India which were shortlisted by the Jury constituted for the purpose and 3 winners

from each category were selected. The winners were awarded during the celebration of
10" NCPCR’s Foundation Day on 5th March, 2017.
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10.0 Introduction:

North East is the eastern-most region of India. It comprises eight States of Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura and Sikkim. The North-eastern States are
practically tribal States. The region is generally considered to be a backward enclave in a progressing

economy and one of the most challenging regions of the country to manage.

Concerning the issues relating to children of North-East, NCPCR created NE Cell in the Com-
mission on 1* December 2012 for the promotion and protection of child rights and redressal of issues
of children of North-East States in a more effective and efficient manner.

10.1  Major Activities undertaken during the year 2016-17

The Commission visited different parts of the north-east region from time to time to promote
and protect the rights of children and carried out various activities including meetings, consul-

tations, workshops and inspection of children homes etc.
10.1.1 Meghalaya:

NCPCR Team lead by the Member (Law) and the Member (Education) visited Meghalaya on
291-30™" September, 2016:

i.  NCPCR in collaboration with Meghalaya SCPCR organised a district level Workshop on Ju-
venile Justice Act, POCSO Act, RTE Act and Child Rights on 30" September 2016 at Ampati,
Meghalaya. The Workshop was attended by police officials, representatives of NGOs and
officials of Social Welfare Department of the State. The Members, NCPCR attended the Work-

shop and oriented the participants on the newly enacted JJ Act.

ii. The Member (Law), NCPCR took cognizance of a matter of sexual assault of two minor girls
in Kendriya Vidyalaya by the School Principal and Computer Teacher in Tura, Meghalaya. On
the intervention of NCPCR, the FIR was registered under Sections 6 & 7 of POCSO Act, 2012
and Offenders were arrested immediately.

iii. The Members, NCPCR visited Girls Shelter Home, Aampati District of Meghalaya on
30.09.2016 to assess the situation of the Home and directed Superintendent of the Home to
generate awareness on Child Rights among girls of the Hostel and nearby villages. The Team
also held a meeting with the District Collector and officials of DCWO and DCPU and re-
viewed child rights issues. The team also interacted with children and made them aware about
Child Rights, NCPCR and Childline Services (1098).


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
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The Members, NCPCR also visited Girls Children Home at Tura District, Megha-
laya and found irregularities in the records. The Team directed the Home’s officials to main-
tain records according to the JJ Rules, 2016.

10.1.2 Restoration of trafficked tribal girls of Assam to Punjab and Gujarat.

In pursuance of the directions of Hon’ble Minister of Women and Child Development re-
garding trafficking of 31 tribal girls from different districts of Assam to Punjab and Gujarat,
Member (Law) and Member (Education), NCPCR alongwith Chairperson, ASCPCR interacted
with the parents of trafficked tribal girls from Assam to know their willingness to visit their
children. As per the willingness shown by the parents, 4 parents were taken to Gujarat and 2
parents were taken to Patiala. However, none of the parents showed their willingness to take
back their children.

10.1.3 Assam and Manipur:

The Member (Law) and the Member (Education) of the Commission visited Assam and Ma-
nipur on 4" - 5™ October 2016 and held meetings with various State Departments and other
stakeholders.

I. Review meeting on 4th October 2016 in Guwahati, Assam

A review meeting under the Chairpersonship of the Member (Law) and the Member (Educa-
tion), NCPCR was organised by the Commission on 4" October 2016 in Guwahati, Assam to
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review the status of children in the State. The meeting was attended by the Director of Social
Welfare Department of Assam; Secretary, Minority Welfare Department; Secretary, Tribal Wel-
fare Department; Deputy Commissioner (Labour Department) Assam; District level Stake-
holders and District level officers; Members of the Juvenile Justice Board; Members of Child
Welfare Committees and Senior Officials of administration. During the meeting, the Member
(Law) sensitized all the participants on important sections of the J.J. and POCSO Acts. The
Director, Social Welfare Department and Additional Director General of Police were asked to
distribute copies of new J.J. Act, 2015 and JJ Rules, 2016 to all the employees of their depart-
ments, and to ensure proper implementation of the Act. The issues like registration of CCls,
use of substance abuse by children, eradication of child labour, training of stakeholders and
awareness on Child Rights were also discussed.

Gower ﬂr'n-unt of Ansom

IOMAL COMMISSION FOR PROTEGTION II
FEVIEW MEETING

e

il. Review meeting on 5" October 2016 in Imphal, Manipur

The Member (Law) and the Member (Education) visited Imphal and participated in a meet-
ing chaired by the Principal Secretary, Social Welfare Department of Manipur on 05.10.2016.
The issues discussed related to Child Rights; review of implementation of JJ Act, POCSO Act
and RTE Act; child trafficking; strengthening of child protection agencies and stakeholders
and public hearing. The meeting also discussed in detail the modalities for organising public
hearings with concerned authorities. The meeting was attended by different Child Protection
Authorities of the State.




10.1.4 Tripura and Mizoram

A Team led by the Member (Law) and the Member (Ed- |
ucation), NCPCR visited Tripura and Mizoram from
13"-15" January, 2017 to assess the situation of children
of the displaced Bru/Reang primitive Tribes.

The Team camped for two days in relief camp in the inte-
riors of North Tripura in Kanchanpur District. The Team
assessed the status of children on education, health, nu-

trition and other issues of the Bru/Reang primitive tribes

staying in relief camps of Naisingpara, Ashapara and

Hamsapar.

During the visit, the Team held separate review meetings with the Secretaries/Senior Officials
of State Government of Mizoram and Tripura along with district administration, on issues
pertaining to Child Rights and Child Protection Mechanisms being adopted in the two States.
The Meetings were held with Officials of State Departments of Education, SSA, Social Wel-
fare, Home Affairs, Tribal Affairs, Minorities Affairs and Labour and Employment. The issues
regarding out of school children, SABLA scheme, functioning of CCls, training program on
substance abuse, repatriation and rehabilitation of Bru/Reang displaced primitive tribe etc.

were also discussed.

The Team also visited the NRSTCs Schools, Anganwadi Centers and Residential Hostel for

Girls and interacted with children, teachers and AWC workers.

The Team met the Hon’ble Governor of Mizoram on 14" January 2017 and discussed the
issues pertaining to rehabilitation and repatriation of children of Bru/Reang displaced primi-
tive tribes, currently staying in relief camps of Tripura. The Members, NCPCR appraised the
Hon’ble Governor regarding their observations and issues flagged with the State Governments

of Mizoram and Tripura in review meetings. The Members also shared their interim recom-
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mendations based on the visits to Tripura and Mizoram with the Hon’ble Governor. It was also
requested by the Members that, to enable creation of an inclusive environment for children,
National Flag may be hosted on 26" January, 2017 in temporary school (NRSTCs) of Bru/
Reang Camps.

Based on its observations, the Team made recommendations to the State Governments of Tri-

pura and Mizoram.

10.1.5 Assam

The Member (Child Health) visited Assam form 18th to 22nd July 2016 to assess health care

facilities for children, especially in tea gardens.

i. The Member (Child Health), NCPCR along with Chairperson and Members of Assam SCPCR
attended the meeting chaired by the District Collector, Sonitpur with district officials of Sonit-
pur, Assam on 19th July, 2016 at its office. The main agenda of the meeting was to discuss
issues of child trafficking, child labour and violations of rights of children in tea gardens of As-
sam. The Meeting was also attended by District Education Officer, DCPO and representatives
of Tea Garden Association, UNICEF Assam and other NGOs. The Member, NCPCR, shared
the concept of Child Friendly Villages during the Meeting.

il. Visit to Observation Home and Children Home

The Member (Child Health), NCPCR along with a team visited Observation Home for Boys,
Boko to assess the condition of children. The team members interacted with the children and

staff of the Home and assessed various facilities of the Observation Home.

The Team visited Jalukbari State Home for Women and Children and village of Kokrajhar, As-
sam. The Team held discussions with children and villagers on various aspects of Child Rights

and their protection and promotion.

The Team visited the Children Home run by NEDAN Foundation and held a meeting with

representatives of the civil society organizations.
1. Meeting with Officials on Child Friendly Melas

The Member (Child Health), NCPCR attended a meeting with the Director of Social Welfare
Department organised by the State Child Protection Society (SCPS) of Assam and held dis-
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cussions with the Mela Committee of Poush Mela, Vishwabharti, Shantiniketan for making the
Mela Child Friendly. The Member, NCPCR also shared the concept of Child Friendly Village.
“Handbook on Child Rights” (in Assamese) and “A Report on Teacher’s Training Workshop
on Child Rights” were released during the meeting.

10.1.6 State level Workshop with Adolescents on Protection of Child Rights

NCPCR in collaboration with the Assam SCPCR organised a two-days State level Workshop
with Adolescents on Protection of Child Rights in Tea Gardens of Assam, with focus on the
Plantation Labour Act, 1951 at District Shivsagar, Assam on 29" -30" August, 2016. The broad
aim of the Workshop was to identify the gaps and challenges in addressing the rights of chil-
dren and adolescents in tea gardens of Assam and come out with concrete recommendations
and measures to ensure the survival, development, protection and participatory rights of the
children and adolescents in the tea gardens of Assam and also that the mandates of the Plan-
tation Labour Act, 1951 are implemented in consonance with these rights. The Workshop was

attended by 150 children from tea garden areas of Assam.
10.1.7 Workshop at Guwahati

A workshop on J.J. Act, 2015 and RTE Act, 2009 was organized at Shilpgram, Assam in col-
laboration with the Assam SCPCR for NGOs/CSOs running children homes and hostels for
children in Assam. The Workshop was attended by more than 150 participants which included
staff of NGOs running hostels and homes for children in the State. The Member (Law) and the
Member (Education), NCPCR also participated in the Workshop.

10.1.8 National level Conference on Protection of Child Rights in Tea Plantation of Assam

NCPCR in collaboration with Assam State Commission (ASCPCR), Department of Labour
and Employment, Government of Assam and UNICEF organized a National level Conference
on Protection of Child Rights in Tea Plantations of India, with focus on Assam on 4" — 5" No-

vember, 2016. The key objectives of the Conference were to:

1. Converge all relevant stakeholders from six Tea growing States of India, namely, Assam, Ker-

ala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Tripura and West Bengal.

ii. Deliberate on key issues impacting child rights in tea

plantations of India;

iil. Develop a 2 year plan to address the issues pertain- |
ing to the protection of child rights in tea plantations

of Assam.

During the Conference, the recommendations from
the ‘State Level Workshop with Adolescents in Tea
Gardens of Assam’, held on 29- 30 August 2016 were

presented and discussed.
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NCPCR was represented in two-days ‘Third Round Table Conference of North Eastern States

10.1.9 Third Round Table Conference of North Eastern States and Sikkim

and Sikkim on Effective Implementation of Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children)
Act, 2015 with focus on rehabilitation services and linkages with POCSO Act, 2012 organised
from 26M-27" November, 2016 at Guwahati, Assam. The Conference was attended by the Joint
Secretary, MWCD, Judges from High Courts of Guwahati, Meghalaya, Tripura, Manipur, rep-

resentatives from North East JIBs, Police Officers and persons responsible for implementation

of JJ Act, 2015. The Conference was jointly organised by JJ Committee, Supreme Court of
India, Assam High Court, UNICEF, and Assam SCPCR.

10.1.10 Recommendations to Commissioner/Secretary, Dept. of Elementary Education, Assam

On the basis of decisions taken in the Sub-Committee meeting of the Central Advisory Board
on Education (CABE), held in Guwahati on 28.01.2017, NCPCR sent its recommendations

to the Commissioner & Secretary, Department of Elementary Education, Govt. of Assam on

03.02.2017 to conduct proper mapping of Madarsas and children in Tea Garden areas; to amend
Plantation Labour Act, 1951; and constitution of Madarsa Board; etc. (Annexure-111).
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11 Recommendations

Introduction

The Commission, as per the CPCR Act, 2005, is mandated to make recommendations to the

concerned authorities wherever violations of Child Rights are observed. The important recommenda-

tions made by the Commission during the year were as follows:

11.1

11.2

11.3

11.4

11.5

11.6

The Member (Education) participated in an ‘Inter-Ministerial Consultation on Education in
the Union Budget 2017-18’ organised by NITI Aayog under the Chairpersonship of Principal
Advisor, NITI Aayog on 20.03.2017. During the Consultation, the Member presented and sub-
mitted a document on NCPCR’s vision and recommendations on the inter-ministerial conver-

gence. The detailed recommendations are available at http://ncpcr.gov.in/recomendations.

NCPCR organized a deliberation meeting on ‘Devising Pathways for Re-engaging Out of
School Children’ on 4th-5th April, 2016 at Delhi. The meeting was held in collaboration with
MHRD & NCERT and was attended by Members of CABE Sub-committee on Out-of-School
Children, Secretaries, Departments of Education of States/UTs, representatives from SCERTs,
Chairpersons/Members from SCPCRs and Ministry of Tribal Affairs etc. The key recommen-
dations framed by NCPCR were sent to CABE Sub-committee Members and all SCPCRs on
01.08.2016. The same were also sent to Ministry of Labour and Employment. The detailed

recommendations are available at http://ncper.gov.in/recomendations.

NCPCR forwarded its recommendations to Hon’ble Minister of HRD on 14.02.2017 on vari-
ous Child Rights issues with special focus on Education and implementation of RTE Act, 2009,
in North Eastern States (Assam, Mizoram, Manipur, Tripura and Meghalaya) as emerged in

review meetings held by the Commission in the respective States. (Annexure- I)

NCPCR based on the review meetings held with various stakeholders on 04.11.2016, recom-
mended to Assam Government on 17.11.2016 on various issues concerning child rights with

special focus on Education, Health and aspects of child protection. (Annexure-II)

On the basis of decisions taken in the Sub-Committee meeting of the Central Advisory Board
on Education (CABE), held in Guwahati on 28.01.2017, NCPCR sent its recommendations
to the Commissioner & Secretary, Department of Elementary Education, Govt. of Assam on
03.02.2017 to conduct proper mapping of Madarsas and children in Tea Garden areas; to amend

Plantation Labour Act, 1951; and constitution of Madarsa Board; etc. (Annexure-III).

NCPCR in connection with a suo-motu recommended to CBSE to exempt the children of mar-
tyred soldiers Sunil Kumar Vidhyarthi from appearing in the ongoing examinations. Besides, it

was also recommended that CBSE may issue a circular exempting children of other martyred
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soldiers also from the ongoing examinations who are studying in schools (Annexure-IV).

11.7 NCPCR took cognizance of the study conducted by the ASSOCHAM highlighting the adverse
effects of heavy school bags that children have to carry everyday to school as well as repre-
sentations received from parents in this regard. NCPCR recommended to Principal Secretaries
(School Education/Education) of all States/UTs to take the suggestive measures to address the

problem at a larger level (Annexure-V).

11.8 In order to mobilize impact on the issue of ‘Out of School Children’ and initiate affirmative
action for prevention and re-engagement of the out of school children, the Commission recom-
mended to all States to amend their Elective Rules of the Urban Local Bodies and Panchayat
Raj Institutions (PRIs), to make a mandatory provision for every candidate desirous of contest-
ing these elections, whose children/wards are in the school going age group of 6-14 years, to
submit a signed certificate from the concerned School's Principal that their ward/s are enrolled
and regular in attending schools. It was anticipated that such an amendment would facilitate
increased interaction of the contesting candidates with schools and enable them to understand

the issues faced by the schools (Annexure-VI).

11.9 The Commission recommended to Hon’ble Minister of Panchayati Raj and State Secretaries to
amend elective rules of urban local bodies & PRI to make it mandatory to send their children

to school for contesting elections (Annexure-VI).

11.10 NCPCR requested to Hon’ble Minister WCD on 26.05.2016 that the Ministry of WCD may take
up through State Departments of Women and Child Development that all children in pre-prima-
ry education after attaining 6 years of age do not drop out and become a part of primary educa-
tion system. At the instance of NCPCR, the MWCD wrote to Principal Secretaries (Education)
of all States/UTs to direct the concerned officers of the States/UTs Department of Women and
child Development to mobilize the grass root functionaries to take necessary actions for sensi-
tizing the parents and Anganwadi Workers who can work in convergence with primary school

teachers for enrollment of children in primary school at the age of 6 years (Annexure-VIII).

11.11 In order to equip teachers to deal with the cases of safety of children and child rights issues,
NCPCR suggested to the National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE), to include ‘Child
Rights’ in the existing curriculum of teacher-training. The suggestion was agreed to by NCTE
(Annexure-1X).

11.12 NCPCR recommended to Principal Secretaries, Education of all States/UTs to direct the State
Education Boards to follow the guidelines of FSSAI for ‘Making available Wholesome, Nu-
tritious, Safe and Hygienic Food to School Children in India’ to prohibit junk food in schools

(Annexure-X).

11.13 In order to prevent the children from discontinuing their studies, NCPCR recommended to the
Chief Secretaries of all States that children of such families who lost their earning member and

studying in private schools should be notified under EWS category as per section 2(d) and 2(e)
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of RTE Act, 2009. The provision should also be extended to children of deceased soldiers of

defence forces as well (Annexure-XII).

11.14 The Commission took suo-motu cognizance of the newspaper reports about a number of new-
born deaths reported in Jawaharlal Nehru Hospital, Ajmer, Rajasthan. A Team led by Ms. Rupa
Kapoor, Member Child Health, NCPCR visited Ajmer from 24" to 26™ May, 2016 to inquire
into the matter. The Commission sent its recommendations to the State Government and Dis-
trict Administration vide letter date 26/07/2016 to take necessary measures in the matter. (An-
nexure-XVI)

An Action Taken Report was received from the Principal Secretary, Department of
Health, Rajasthan on 7/9/2016. The Report was found to be satisfactory.

11.15 NCPCR took cognizance of the matter of trafficking of infants in West Bengal and the Member
(Child Health) went for the Inquiry from 29th and 30th November’16. Based on the observa-
tions during course of the Inquiry, a letter was sent to the Chief Secretary, Government of West
Bengal along with the recommendations vide letter dated 09/12/2016. (Annexure-XVII).

An Action Taken Report was received from the Chief Medical Officer, North 24 Parga
nas on 21/12/2016. The Report was found to be satisfactory.

11.16 The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights took suo-moto cognizance of a news-
paper report about death of 12 children in Nagada village, located in the forests of Odisha’s
Jajpur District. A team led by the Member (Child Health), NCPCR along with Members from
Odisha SCPCR went for Inquiry into the matter from 9"-10" August, 2016. NCPCR sent its
recommendations to the State Government vide its letter dated 29/09/2016 (Annexure-XVIII).

A report was received from District Magistrate, Jajpur, Odisha.

11.17 The Commission also took suo-moto cognizance of the newspaper report of death of 26 chil-
dren in government run tribal residential school in Telangana since 2014. A Team led by the
Member, Child Health, NCPCR visited three tribal residential schools in Khammam District,
Hyderabad from 24" to 25" August, 2016. The Team also visited two residential schools for
Girls and one residential school for Boys. NCPCR sent its recommendations to the State Gov-
ernment vide letter dated 28/09/2016(Annexure-XIX).

The Action Taken Report has not been received by the Commission.

11.18 A Team led by the Member (Child Health), NCPCR, visited Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh from 5%
May 2016 to 7" May, 2016 to assess condition of children’s health, Anganwadi Centres, Child
Care Institutions. On the basis of Team’s observations, a letter was sent to the Chief Secretary,
Government of Uttar Pradesh on 06/06/2016 by NCPCR with specific recommendations for
AWCs/ICDS, Child Care Institutions/ICPS (Annexure- XX).
An Action Taken Report was received from the District Magistrate, Varanasi on
17.08.2016. The Report was found to be satisfactory.

11.19 The Member (Child Health) visited Visakhapatnam and Vijayawada from 4" to 6™ August



2016. The main objective of the visit was to share the Child Friendly Mela concept with the
concerned stakeholders and to determine whether Krishna Pushkaram Mela could be India’s
first Child Friendly Mela at Vijaywada and to assess the situation of children in CCIs and An-
ganwadi Centres. NCPCR sent its Recommendations to the State Government vide letter dated
20/09/2016 (Annexure-XXI). The Action Taken Report has not been received by the Commis-

sion.

11.20 A Team led by Member (Child Health), NCPCR visited Assam from 18th July to 22nd July,
2016. The purpose of the visit was to assess the situation of children in tea gardens in the State
of Assam. NCPCR sent its recommendations to the State Government vide its letter dated
21/09/2016 (Annexure-XXII). The Action Taken Report has not been received by the Commis-

sion.

11.21 The Commission took suo-moto cognizance of the newspaper report about serious breach of
security in Government Observation Home situated at Suraj Kund, Meerut, U.P. A team led by
Member (Law), NCPCR visited the said Home on 4.5.2016 to enquire into the matter. Based
on the observations made by the team, the Commission sent its recommendations to Chief Sec-
retary vide letter dated 9.05.2016. (Annexure-XXIII)

An action taken report was received from the Women Welfare Department, Uttar
Pradesh on 10.03.2017. The Report was found to be satisfactory.

11.22 Member (Law), NCPCR visited Karok Observation and Juvenile Home for Boys, Jalpaigudi,
Darjeling and Coochbergon 7.03.2017 and took cognizance of irregularities found at the Home.
Based on the observations made during the visit, the Commission sent its recommendations to
Secretary, Department of Women and Child Development and Social Welfare ,West Bengal
vide letter dated 17.3.2017 to take necessary action in the matter.
An action taken report was received from the State Dept. of WCD and the Report was
found to be satisfactory (Annexure- XXIV).

11.23 Member (Law), NCPCR made a surprise visit to Children Home run by Sanghmitra Memorial
Trust at Domohi, Jalpaigudi, West Bengal on 8th March 2017. It was found that that children
home was illegal and the building was in pathetic condition. The Children Home did not have
the minimum basic amenities required for the children. Based on the observation, the Commis-
sion sent its recommendations to the district administration vide letter dated 17.03.2017 with
the directions to close the Home (Annexure-XV).

An action taken report was received from District Magistrate stating that the Home was
being closed.

10.24 Member (Law), NCPCR held meetings with various stakeholders in Delhi regarding Child
Begging and sent recommendations to Chief Secretary and Lt. Governor vide letter dated
19.07.2016 and 22.07.2016 to take suggestive measures to address the problem and take nec-

essary action. Action taken report was received by the Commission  (Annexure-XXVI).
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1 2 Official Language

12.0 Use of Official Language in Activities of the Commission

For proper implementation of the Official Language Act, 1963, Official Language
Rules, 1976 and to encourage greater use of the Official Language in the Commission, an
Official Language Implementation Committee has been set up which periodically reviews and

assesses the progress of use of Hindi in Commission.

Hindi Pakhwada (fortnight) was organised in the Commission from 16" -30" Septem-
ber, 2016 during which Hindi Dictation (for Group ‘D’ employees only) competition, Hindi

Essay competition, Hindi Noting and Drafting competition and Administrative Glossary and

Administrative Translation competitions were organized and the winners thereof rewarded.
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CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENT
National Commission for Protection of Child Rights
5th Floor, Chanderlok Building 36, Janpath, New Delhi - 110 001

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31ST MARCH 2017

{Amount in Rs.)
[CORPUS/C. AL FUND AND LIABILITIES Schedule!  Current Year Previous Year
ERPUS / CAPTIAL FUND 1 130,892,059.21 L 63,632,949.46
RESERVES AND SURPLUS 2 - =
[EARMARKED/ ENDOWMENT FUNDS 3 198,000.00 198,000.00
SECURED LOANS AND BORROWINGS 4 z :
[UNSECURED LOANS AND BORROWINGS 5 L -
[DEFERRED CREDIT LIABILITIES 6 : =
[CURRENT LIABILITIES AND PROVISIONS 7 1,157,872.50 3,869,340.00_
R TOTAL 132,247,931.71 67,700,289.46
ASSETS
|FIXED ASSETS 8 8,334,017.00 10,382,374.00
[INVESTMENTS - FEOM EAEMARKED FUNDS 9 = %
{INVESTMENTS - OTHERS ' 10 = =
|CURRENT ASSETS, LOANS, ADVANCES ETC. 11 123,913,914.71 57,317,915 46
IMISCELLANEOUS EXPENDITURE a k!
{to the extent not written off or adjusted) :
] TOTAL 132,247,931.71 67,700,289.46
SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 24
AMND NOTES ON ACCOUNTS 25 ]
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CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENT

MNational Commission for Protection of Child Rights

5th Floor, Chanderlok Building 36, Janpath, New Delhi - 110 001

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH, 2017

i T 3a
Minictry of Woren & Ghild Developmant
H L A RrvdiiGovl of Ingia, New Dok

(Amount in Rs.)
INCOME Schedule Current Year Previous Year
Income from Sales / Services 12 - -
Grants / Subsidies 13 189,303,200.00 | 112,734,900.00
Fees/ Subcriptions 14 - -
Income from Investments (Income on Invest
from earmarked Funds transferred to Funds) 15 - -
Income from Rovalty, Publication etc. 16 - -
Interest Earned 17 1,656,474.00 1,318,365.00
Other Income 15 9,456.00 61,197.65
Increase/ (decrease) in stock of Finished goods
and works-in-progress 19 -
TOTAL (A) . 190,969,130.00 | 114,114462.65
EXPENDITURE
Establishment Expenses 20 16,616,197.00 12,358,862.00
{Office & Other Administrative Expenses etc. pa | 105,041,608.25 99,392,196.64
Expenditure on Grants, Subsidies etc. 22 - -
Interest 2 - =
Depreciation (Wet Total at the year-end) ;

" |(Corresponding to Schedule 8) . 2,052,215.10 1,838,821.00
TOTAL (B) 123,710,020.35 | 113,589,879.64 _
Balance being excess of Tncome/ (Expenses) ]
over Expenditure/Income (A-B) 67,259,109.65 524 583.01
Transfer to Special Reserve (Specity each)

Transfer to / from General Reserve
BALANCE BEING SURPLUS/ (DEFICIT)
CARRIED TO CORPUS / CAPITAL FUND 67,259,109.65 524,583.01
SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 24
| AND NOTES ON ACCOUNTS 25
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Separate Audit Report of the Comptroller & Auditor General of Tndia on the
Accounts of the National Cemmission for Protection of Child Rights, New Delhi
for the year ended 31 March 2017

We have audited the attached Balance Sheet of the National Commission for Protection
of Child Righ (NCPCR), New Delhi as at 31 March 2007, Income & Expenditure
Account and Receipts & Payments Account for the year ended on that date under
Section 19(2) of the Compiroller & Auditor General™s {Duties, Powers & Conditions of
Service) Act, 1971 read with Section 29 (2) ol the Commissions for Protection of Child
Rights Act, 2005, These financial statements are the responsibility of the NCPCRs
management. Our responsibility is to express an opiion on these finaneial staternents
based on our awdit.

2. This Separate Audn Report contaims the comments of the Compiroller & Audity
Cieneral of India {CAG) on the accounting treatment only with regard to classificatior.
conformity with the best accounting prachices, aceounting standards and disclosur
noims, gic. Audit observations on financial ransactions with repard 1o compliance with
the bLaws, Hules & Regulations {Propriety and Regularity) and etficiency-com-
performance aspects, ¢l if any, are reported through Inspeciion Reponts/CAGs Audi
Reports scparately.

q

3 We have conducted owr audit in accordance with auditing standards genetally
accepled in India. These standards require that we plan end perform the audit 1o oblan
reasonable assurance about whether the [inancial statements arc free from materid
misstatements. An audit includes cxamining, on a test basis, gvidences supporting the
amounts apd disclosures in the financial statemaents. An audit also includes assessing the
acenunting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well &
evalualing the overall prescniation of financial statements, We believe that our audt
provides a reasonable basis far our opinion.

4, Based on our audit, we report that:

{i) We have obtained all the information and explanations, which to the best of oy
knowledge and belief were necessary for the purpose of our audit,

(ii) _The Balance Sheet, Income & [Cxpenditure Accvount/Receipts & Paymens
Account dealt with by this report have been deawn up in the Uniforn Format o
Accounts as prescribed by the Mimstry of Finance.

{iiry  in vur opinion, proper books of accounts and other relevant records haye heg
maintained, under Section 29 {}) of the Comnussion for Protection of Chil
Rights Act, 2005, in so far as it appears from our exarmination of sueh hooks.

f1v) We further report that:

A Baiance Sheet

ALl Liabitities:

Al Capital Fund (Schedule-1): Rs. 13.0% crore



AL NCPCR translerred the excess of Income over Expenditure relating to *Right to
Education Scheme™ 1o the Capital Fund (Schedule-1) instead of Farmarked Fund
{Schedule-3). The details are given below:

{Rs, in crore)

| Finapcial Year | Excessfdeficit - Amount
C213-14 Lxgess of Income over Cxpendituee R
2014-15 Excess of Expenditure over Income (0 15)
2015-16 Excess of Cxpenditure over Income {1.093 .

201617 Excess of [ncome over Expenditure B 0.5]

. Met impact Y

This has resulted in overstatement of Capital Fund and understatement of larmarked
tunds by Rs. (.70 crore as at 31 March 2017, This was reported in the previous years'
report but the remedial action was not taken.

AL12 Ministry of Women and Child Devclopment released an amount of Ry, 1.38
crore to NCPCR for specific purpose (inspection of homes by Childline Indis
Foundation) during 2016-17. Out of this, Rs. 1.65 crore was released to the Foundatim
during 2016-17. 'Vhe balance of Rs. 2.73 erore was transferred to Capital fund insteud of
Farmarked Funds.  This has rosuled in overstatemend of Capital Fund  and
understatement of Earmarked Funds by B2 2.73 crore,

A.1.2  Current Liabilities & Provision {Schedule-7): Rs, 11.58 lakh

A.1.2.1 Stale cheques amounting w Rs. 2120 |akh were not written back m accounts.
This has resulted in understatement of Current Assets {Bank balance) and Liabilities
{creditors) by Rs. 21.20 lakh.

A.0.2.2 41 computers amounting to Rs, 22,13 lakh were procured in June 2016 and
were entered in the stock register. The payment was nol made in the year 2016-17.
Audit noed that these computers were nol accounted for in the annual accounts i.e
neither these were taken as assets nor lability for outstanding payment was creaied
Conscquently, deprecialion amounting to Bs. 13.28 lakh was alse not charged.  This
resulted in understatement of Liabilities by Rs, 22,13 lakh, understatement of Fixe
Assets by Rs, 8.85 lakh and understatement ol expenditure by Rs, 13.28 lak h.

B. Income und Expenditure Account
B.1 Expenditure

B.1.1 Salary and wages for the month of March 2017 amounting to Rs. 23.60 lakh wa
patd in April 2017, However, this was not depicted as liabiiities in the annual aecoung
as of 31.03.2017. 'lhis resulted in understatement of FExpenditre as well as Curren
|labilities by the like amount,

B.1.2  An amount of Rs. (172 lakh depicted as closing stock of stationery whereas &
per register of stationery items, the amount was Bs. 1.31 lakh. This has resulted i
overstaternent of Expenditure as well as undersiatomient of Assets by Rs. (.54 lakh.

C. {iencral:

1 Advances of Ks. 3.69 lakh pertaining 1 the period from 2007-08 10 2011-12
were pending for adjustment as of 31 March 2017, Similarly, imprest amounting 10 Ry




011 lakh was outstanding sinee Aprid 2003 had nor been adjusted ] 31 March 2017,
il domg pending advances tying upadjusted need to be reviewed and settled, This was
alsi pointed out in previous vear's repon but resedial action was nol Laken.

n. Crants-in-aid

The grants-in-aid received by NCPOR dusing 2016-17 and wtilization thereo! are
given below:

e . . {Rs inlakh)

‘ Head of account © GIA [ Unspent " Tlntern| Total | Utilization Unspent,
© regeived | bafance of | ai funds | of funcs funds l
\ Previous yearl receipt| available |
! | 5 : [
e e e —— e
Gieneral Cirant - r}&t{l‘t}.?ﬁ i 9903 [ 15187 151497 ! 105561 | 459.96 |
SNOPCR (MY i | l
S S G N AU SR B
MWER D500, 356 l - ] 130.62 3305+ l R i
iewWeny o L Vb b
RIE ] _1";J.."¢?'lL 6L ,32 0566 | 35446—! 5136 |
(Mio HRTY) - S NN AU SR SE
Croal [ 039303 i4taT | 1631 | 205135 | _idsses S0

*including Rs. 35.62 \akh transferred from NER grant to general grant.

NCPCR had onspent balance of Rs. 58259 lakh ar the end of the financial year
2006-17,

v, Subject to our observations in the preceding paragraphs, we veport that the
Balance Sheet, ncome & Expenditure Account and Reccipts & Payments Account deall
with by this report are in agreement with Lthe books of accounts.

vi. I our opinion aed to the hest of cur information and according to the
gxplanations given 1o us, the said financial stalements read together with the Accouwnting
Policies and Notes on Accounts and subjeet to the significant manters stated abose and
other matters mentioned 0 Annexure to this Separate Aodit Keport., give a true and faj;
view in conformity with accounting principles generatly accepted in India.

a. 1In so far a5 it relates to the Balunce Sheet, of the state of affairs of Nationa)
Commission for Protection of Child Rights as ot 31 March 2017; and

b In so far as it relates 1o Income & Expenditure Account of the surplus for the
year ended on that date.

For and on behalf of C& A of Indiy

Mace: MNew Iethi i 1 of Audii
Date: 22.12.2017 entral Lapenditurs




Aunexure
i, Adegnacy of internal andit system

+ laternal Audit of NCPCR for the year 2000-12 10 20[4-15 was conducted by
Internal Audit Wing of the Ministry of Human Resource Developrment in December
2005,

2, Adcguacy of Internal contral System

«  Cutings/overwriting were luund on many pages in the cash book., Thesa were not
lownd atlested. Certificate of monthly closing balances were not recorded.  Surprise
check of cash was naver conducted. An amaung of Rs, 2289 received on 13.4.2017
but was entered in the cash book on 29.4 2017,

s Thuce posis of Members were vagant since Novemhber 201 3,

¢ Orants in Aid Register, Security Deposit Register, Investment Register amd
Expenditure Controd Register were not manained.

+  Books amounting to Rs. 016 lakh were purchaged during the vear 2016-17 bl in
the accession register. an amount of Rs. 0,03 lakh was found entered,

s |4 external audit paras pectwining to the period 2007-08 to 20013-14 wore
outsianding,

= Duyring physical verification of fixed assets, many tterns were found missing, Fven
the Annexure (of fixed assets) appended with annpal accounts did not give complete
Jeluils of assews.

o  Closing stock of stalionary valuing Rs. 072 lakh was shown in Schedule-11,
however, as per details in the Stock Register it was Rs. 131 lakh.

s Advances were periding for as long as 2007-08. Despite being pointed ow i
previous year's report, remedial acton was nol aken,

o Fhere is a difference ol Rs. 165 in schedule | (Capital fund) and schedule 8 (Fixed
Asscts) as por details given below;

S{Amount inRe)

' T [_3; I “—"_[' o ' ' ' I‘lgurcs T _
;HLEIE{]UI Bundh RTTE NCPCR | ‘Lot dcpu..ttcd in | Differen
e : consolidated| ce

v I accounts |
[ 1 R ( 243y [ 5 eS|

t 9650.0 | ?993%3 1122883691, 1 130891894, | 1308920592 |

iﬁch-; Y T TR a2 1] 16540]
I ! msazﬂl | 1 |

_Sch.§ 000 ] O 761929000 | 83331852, {ml_ 83301700 16540 |

The dificrence in ligures needs 0 be reconciled.
o Amounts wyre not rounded off tr the nearest rupes,

o ln Schedule 20 {Establishmeni expeises) the grand totals were nod depigted.



3. System of physical verification of fived assers

s Physical venfication of fixed assets was vonducted wp to December 2046,
However, lxed asscts registers maintained by NCPCR did not depict the details of
all the items shown in the accounts.

»  NCUPCR had fixed asseis of Rs. 83.34 lakh as on 31 March 2017 but the regisers
maintained did not depict detals of all the items shown in the accouwnts, Duiing
physical verification in Getober 2015, Fixed assets worth Rs. 4,72 lakh were found
missing, ™o action was laken by NCPCR in this regard despite being pointed outn
previous yvear’s report. Further in *Schedule B-Fixed Asscts” appended 0 Annuid
accounts relating to NCPCR, an amount of Rs. 6.03 lakh was depicted onder
computeriperipherals whereas in the details appended with annual accounts, the
figure was Rs. 5.51 lakh. This needs 1o be reconciled.

4. System of physical verification of inventory

* The physical verification ol library books and other copsumable items wis
conducied np to December 2016,

5. Regularity in payment of dues

« Apamount of Rs. 0,69 lakh was outstanding on account of statulory dues for mae
than six months as on 31 March 2017,
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Annexure - |

T |
fﬂyﬂﬂﬁlmamga . GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
HATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS _
bttty 7§ faefi-110 001 NCPCR
Néw Delhl - 110 mn ' ; -

D. 0. No: 2506/022015MNCPCR-RTEMNE| 515372,
Date: 1400202017

Respected Sir,
Kind reference is invited to recent re-view meetings held by the Commission in North Eastern
States viz. Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram and Tripura o assess status of issues related 1o chid
rights and child protection, with special focus on Education and implementation of the RTE Act. 2009.
Based on the key issues emerging. from the 'I"E.".-‘IHE‘-\’ mw.mgs the recommendations of the
Commission are as follows;

1) Sanctioning of 24 KGBVs in Assam:
 There are 88 EBB Blocks in Assam. Total 81 KGBVs were sanctioned for the State of Assa,
Currently out of these 81 KGBVs only 57 KGBVs have been set up as yel. The remaining 24
KGBVs need to be established mgeutl}' to counter the issue of Out of School Children.

2) Setting up of more residential/hostel facilities under SSA in Assam
In view of low enrolment ratio of boys in schogls. as compared to girls, more residential
facilities like Hostels under SSA are required for boys in the State of Assam to bring parity,
Currently, -as per the data, there are 18,800 residential facilities sanctioned under SSA in
_Arunachal Pradesh while only 200 in Assam. Hence, there is a need (o establish more RS1Cs.

especially in the Tea Garden' areas since RTE is not getting effectively implemented due to
paps in Plantation and Labour Aet, 1951. Also, under SSA framework for implementation
2009 (2.5.4) there is a provision for building Hostels for sparsely populated. hilly/forested
terrains for urban deprived children, street children without adult protection.

Currently various schemes in various Ministries of Government of India for creation of
Residential/ Hostel for children. Hence, it is requested to depute a special dedicated officer
/coordinator/cell to bring convergence between various legislations. schemes under various
such Ministries viz. Social Justice and Empowerment, Tribal Affairs, Minority Affairs, Labour

and Employment.

3) Amendment in Plantations and Labour Act 2009.
Ministry of HRD may recommend to Ministry of Labour and Employment for a .
Plantation and Labour Act, 1951 and necessary amendments thereof to fill the gaps in the said

_Ac pertain to RTE Act, 2009,

review of



e ould be provided with requisite school infrastructure,
ed M their mother tongue language by the Mizoram G
Post repatriation. An additional PAB may be provisione e walfnds for e

: d for allocating additional funds for the -
Stete of Mizoramfor this purpose. It is also requested t

. SRR hat Government of Mizoram and MHA
15 In process of identifying villages for re

) patriation of the said tribes, MHRD may initiate
creation of INVS, KGBVs and KVs for these children.
: i

5) Functioning an_r.l Status of Govt. aided Schools and Hostels run by NGOs and KGBV in |
the State of Meghalaya should be reviewed. Also, special e

mphasis may be given for
provisioning of language teachers in Meghalaya. -

6) Tt is requested to identify places for establishment of Pota Cabin SchmIL_ in North Eastern
: States.

With regards,

Yours sincerely.

6;}",55 B e S
(Privank Kanoongo)
Member Education

Shri Prakash Javadekar,

,Hbﬂ.btﬂ Minister,

Ministry of Human and Resource Development (MHRD),
fﬁha.gtn Bhawan, Rafi Marg,

New Delhi -110001.
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Annexure - 11
e car
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 9&)\&
Tt "e sfimr e s
NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS
i fewdt-110 001
NEW DELHI-110 001 NCPCR

D0, No.25020/01/2016-17/N IEP’CII.I".R'I'E!l LIPISE
Dated: 17/11/2016

Durf;;,r

&

Reference is invited to the “review meeting” with various stakeholders viz. Departments of
Education (Axom, SS5A Mission), Social Welfare, Tribal Affairs, Minority Affairs, Labour and
Employment, Social Justice and Empowerment, Home Affairs, SCPCR, CWOCs, 1JBs and other Senior
officers of Government of Assam, held by NCPCR on the 4® October 2016 at Administrative Staff
College, Khanapara, Guwahali to review and assess the situation of issues pertaining to child r:ghl:s
with a special focus on Education, Health and aspects of Child P:m:c-tlon

As an outcome of the meeting, the key recommendations of the Commission to Government
of Assam are as follows;

1. The recommendations made by the Commission of Out of School Children (00SC) be

adopted by the State Government of Assam. Relevant notification be issued by the

Department of Education and other concerned departmemts accordingly. (Copy of -

recommendations enclosed as Annexure A)

The Director, SWD may record the number of beneficiaries under SABLA and take measures

to re-cngage the children from 11-14 years in the schools and reconcile the data available

since as per SSA- approx 1,13000 children are school going adolescence girls and 74727 of

SW- SABLA. The children's dafa need to be compiled for justification and report of the same

be shared with NCPCR at the earliest.

A workshop should be organised for sensitisation of NGOs engaged in running Children

Homes and Hostels on new 1) Act, 2015. NCPCR. shall initiate this process in co-ordination

with Assam SCPCR/ SWD.

Establishment of Hostel facilities for boys in districts with high migrant labour to prevent

drop-outs.

The Commissioner & Secretary, Minority Welfare Department to implement the Maulana

Kalam Azad Education Foundation scheme in the State for the better uplifiment of the

minority students.

6. The Commissioner & Secretary, Minority Welfare may collect proposals within 2 month
from various NGOs to build hostels for the minority students of the state and appraise the

Commission regarding the action taken.

A Madarsa Board be constituted for all the Madarasas of the State in convergence with the

Education Department. '

MCPCR has already made a recommendation to the 6d4th CABE Commitiee regarding,

reviewing the status of KGBV schools in Assam. The State Government of Assam may

follow up with MHRD to sanction and release funds for the said purpose as there are only 57

existing KGBVs as compared 81 sanctioned in Assam.

fedta oo, w=ais fafeem, 36, sFmy, 78 Rewft-110 001
I Floor, Chanderiok Building, 36, Janpath, New Delhi - 110001
CHTH/Ph. : 011-23478251 Wa/Fax : 011-23724028
Web : www.neper.gov.in e-mail: priyank.neper@gov.in, Lodge your complaint at www.ebaalindian.nic.in
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9. A “Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV)" be established by the Government of Assam through
convergence between different departments such as School Education, Social Welfare, Tribal
Affairs, Minority Affairs, Social Justice and Empowermeat. The functions of the said SPV
would be as follows; : - ;

a. Take CSR funding and build Hostels for children. The said Hostels may subsequently
b. aanded over to concerned Government Dcpa:tmcnt for its functioning and
operationalisation.
Take CSR funding and facilitate NGOs to build and run such Hostels through the said
funding.
¢. [Explore various modalities for obtaining CSR funds for the said purpose of building
Hostels for Children of Assam.

d. Explore the possibilities to extend the Hostel facilities for all ugmcms including
migrant children.

b.

NCPCR shall facilitate the CSR funding as monitoring authority for said activities of State
Governments' SPV for creation of Hostel facilities for children.

10. If the State Government comes forward secking CSR funding for increasing Hostel t'amimes
J the NCPCR shall facilitate such process.
The Commissioner, Tribal Welfare to go through all the schemes to build hostels for tribal
students both for pre- metric and post- metric hostels and partner with NGOs working in this
field to build the hostels. Publish advertisement and collect proposals from various NGOs to
build hostels in this regard '
Uniform from SSA to be provided to those children who are staying in CCls of Assami.
The Director, Social Welfare to expedite the advertisement for the vacant posts of Assam
State Commission for Protection of Child Right.

The Mission Director, SSA may cover all the flood affected children and drought affected
children for providing free education.

The Director, Social Welfare Department may expedite mapping of all children of Child Care
Institutions (CCls) to be done under Houschold Survey.

The Director, Social Welfare may distribute a copy of the JJ Act 2015 and the new JJ Rule to
all the functionaries and Stakeholders under ICPS. The Additional Director General of Police
may distribute the new JJ Act, 2015 and new JJ Rule to all its functionaries.

11.

12.
13.

14,
15.

16.

An Action Taken Report w.ri1 the above mentioned recommendations made by
NCPCR be please shared with the Commission within 30 days of receipt of this letter

Thanking you,

Yours Sincerely,

vt
(Priyank Kanoongo)

Shri V.K. Piperseina ([AS)

Chief Secretary ;
Government of Assam, Block-C, 3" Floor, Assam
Sachivalaya, Dispur-781006

Tel: D3A1-2261 120 2241403 2361120 2IR1420



Copy to: -

1.

2.

Shri Pritom Saikia, Commissioner cum Secretary, Education , Government of Assam

.

Shri Ravi Capoor, Additional Chief Secretary, Department of Social Welfare , Block D,
2" Floor Assam Secretariat, Dispur , Guwahti 781006 Assam.

- Shri Rajiv Kumar Bora, (IAS) Additional Chief Secretary, Department of Department

of Plain Tribal and Backward Classes, Government of Assam, A Block, 4 Floor Assam
Secretariat, Dispur Guwahati 781006. Phone No: 0361-2237329, Fax No 361-2237018
Email 1D: rajivbora@yahoo.com .

Shri K.B. Epeﬁ, (IAS) Additional Chief Secretary, Department of Labour and
Empowerment, Government of Assam, Block D, 4" Floor Assam Secretariat Dispur
Guwahati-781006 Phone No: 0361-2237273 , Email ID kbepon@nic.in

. Smt. T.Y Das, (IAS) Additional Chief Secretary, Department of Home Affairs,

Govemnment of Assam, Room No 218, Block D Assam Secretariat Dispur Guwahati -
781006 Email Id ty.das@nic.in Telefax No: 0361-2237032.

Shri Rajesh Prasad, Commissioner-cum-Secretary, Department of Minority Affairs,
Government of Assam C Block 3 Floor Assam Secretariat Dispur Guwahati -781006
Phone No : 0361-2237006, Email ID : fcsassam(@gmail.com

Smt. Runumi Gogoei, Chairperson /e, Assam State Commission of Protection of Child
Rights (ASCPCR Jayanagar, Six Mile, P.O. Khanapara Guwahati-22, Assam.

-Sd/- .

(Priyank Kanoongo)
Member, Education

' NCPCR

B




Annexure - I
e L IEGEREE AL
% m GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
Priyank_ Kanoongo fr e e : i
M“fmi 'r MATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS
=% faweit—110 001 NCPCR
P New Delhi - 110 001

DO. No.25020/01/2016-17/NCPCR/RTE / & 1 2 13
Dated: 03/02/2017

Dﬂuﬁ\'i 34 Xe

Reference is invited to the recent meeting of the Central Advisory Board of Education (CABE)
Sub-Committes on Devising Pathways to Re-Engage Out of Schaol Children™ for North Eastern states
held in Guwahati on 28.01,2017.

2. In this regard. attention is invited to the discussions held during the said meeting focused on
mainstreaming Out of School Children (00SC) of Assam. You may kindly note that currently there are
I, 66,000 OoSC in the State of Assam. However children going to Madarsas are not mapped as out of
school in the indicated figure mentioned herein above. Also, the Commission had sent a set of
recommendations earlier based on review meeting held in Assam held on the 4* October 2016. .

i In view of the above mentioned facts, the Commission recommends immediale measures be
taken on the follewing by the Government of Assam viz;

L. Proper mapping of children going to Madarsas.

ii Constitution of a Madarsa Board to facilitate Education of Children.
iii. Agre wise mapping of school going children in Tea Garden areas of Assam.
iv Examining gaps. if any, in the implementation of the RTE, Act, 2008 in the Tea Garden

areas and recommending amendment in the Rules of Plantation Labour Act, 1951 in
light of violations of the RTE Act, 2009, if any.

4. An Action Taken Report w.r.i the above mentioned recommendations made by NCPCR may
be shared with the Commission within 30 days of receipt of this letter.

Thanking you

. Yours Sincerely,
wA L ,

Shri Shri Preetom Saikia, (1AS)
Commissioner and Secretary
Department of Elementary Education
Assam Secretariat, C Block, Ground Floor
Dispur, Guwahati- TE1006, Assam
Phone Mo : 0361- 13312 i1

- afesm, 36, WUy, 78 faeeit—110 001
II""ﬂ Flnor Charu:larlok Buibdung 36, Janpath, New Delhi-110 001

=9 /Ph. :011-23478251; /Fax: 011-23724028
Webiwww.ncper.govin, e-mail: privank.ncper@idgov.an, Lodge your complaint at »www,ebaalnidan.nic.in
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I "
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
ﬂ@q Hiel. AR He o
NATIOMAL eﬂ;.n.tlsm?‘g FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS
Te Rwi-110.001
New Dedhl-190.001 . NCPCR

F.No. 25019/02/2016-1TNCPCR [ 45295

Date: 20.09.2016

To

Shiri Rajesh Kumar Chaturvedi,
Chairman, CBSE

Shiksha Kendra, 2, Community Centre,
Preet Vinar, Delhi- 110052 -

Tel: 01122467263

Fax: 011-22515826

Email: chmn-chse@nic.in

Subject: Regarding exemption from cogoing exams for children of martyred soldiers
Sir,

This is to draw your kind attention towards the unfortunate incidence of attack on
Indian Army that led to death of many Indian Soldiers. The Commission has taken
cognizance of the news report in Dainik Bhaskor dated 20,02.2016 wherein it has been
reported that the school in which three daughters of Martyr Naik Sunil Kumar Vidyarthi of

» Digirict Gaya, Bihar are studying have written to CBSE to exempt the ‘girl children from the
nngmng summative assessment exams (copy-enclosed).

NCPCR. endorses the school's request and recommends CBSE ﬁrr'féfnp! the children

from appearing in the ongoing exams. In addition, it is also recommended that CBSE may

issue a circular exempting children of other martyred m!d:ers whu are studying in schools
from the ongoing exams.

For this, an t-aﬂ;-' intervention on your part is r:qumu;d: ’

Yours sincerely,

aC G~

591 Tw, TAeG ARET, 36, WY, T Re-110 001

5th Floor. Chanderiok Building, 36. Janpath, New Delhi-110 001
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firle s - GOVERNMENT OF INDIA-
Priyank Kanoongo UL AT USRI 3E0T N
D T NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS
. Iember 7% faeeh-110 001
NEW DELHI-110 001 - NCPCR
D.0. 2509/0472016-17/NCPCR

. Date: /092016
ﬂw .-.E,'.h '

Your kind attention is invited to the recent study conducted by Associated Chambers of
Commerce and Industry of India (ASSOCHAM) highlighting the adverse effects of heavy school bags
that children have to carry everyday to school. Also, NCPCR is receiving representations from parents
regarding the matter of heavy school bags,

Though providing lockess in schools and reducing the reference books are effective mmum..
however the problem needs to be addressed on a larger level. For this, following measures are
recommended- ’

1. It should be ensured that the weight

. . of school bags is not more than 10 percent of the
weight of the child: .. '

Also, children in pre-primary classes should not carry any books/notebooks to the school.

3. To bring effective change, sensitisation and awarcness
Principals, Teachers and. Parents. For
grammes should be conducted,

' is required at three levels- for
this appropriate short term awarencss/training

4. The schools:should be directed to issue guidelines for all students to carry books as per
the time-table and also suggest suitable, safe ways to carry bag. !

Alzo, the school should issue directions to all teachers 1o pre-infarm stedents about the
bocks/notebooks to be carried on a particular day.

6. Appropriate action should be taken against any school ot following the guidelines.

Looking forward 1o a prempt 2nd positive action to deal with this issue that has direct effect
on health of our children.

Yours sincerely,

WO He woman  hegends,

Shri L R Garg,

Secretary Education,

UT Administrat= of Daman & Dy,
Secretariat, Fort Arca Moti (Daman) - 396220

e 9, w=wis fafesn, 36, SO, 7€ RKee-110 001
"™ Floor, Chanderlok Building, 353 Janpath, New Delhi - 110001
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- _ ' Wivd BIEHR
' e FTL GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
an&&'{ammga T wr St e amarn
e MATIONAL COMMISSION FP&WECTWN OF CHILD RIGHTS
o Member ¢ feaet-110 001 b
NEWY DELHI-110 001 NCPCR

D.0. No. 2506/01/2015-16/NCPCR/RTE |y ¢4 { ‘j
Date: 21* September, 2016
Dear §"' _ .

This is for your kind information that to mobilize impact on the issue of Out of School Children
{005C) and initiate affirmative action for prevention and re-engagement of the out of school children,
the Commission has made recommendation to all the States w.r.t making amendment in their Elective
Rules of the Urban Local Bodies and Panchayat Raj Institations (PRIs) stating that “it is mandatory for
every candidate, whose childrenfwards are in the school poing age group of 6-14 years, and who want

to contest election should obtain a signed cértificate from the school's principal that their ward/s are
enrolled and regular in attending schools®,

This amendment is recommended by the Commission in consideration of the Article 21-A of the
Constitution of India which guarantees to provide free and compulsory elementary education to all
children in the age group of six to fourteen years as 2 Fundamental Right.insuch 2 manner as the State
may, by law, detérmine. The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009 equips.

every child with a right to full time elementan,r education of satisfactory and equitable quality in 2
formal school.

The National Commission for. Frotection of Child Rights (NCPCR), under Section 31 of the Right
of Children to Free and Compulsory Education: (RTE-Act, 2009) and under Section 13 (1) (a) & (k) of
Comrission for Protection of Child Rights (CPCR Act, 2005), has been mandated to monitor, examing

and review the safeguards provided for protection of the rights of children and make re:ummendatruns
in the best interest of child.

The Commission js of the view that su'_ch.an'a mendment will also facilitate increased interaction
of the contesting candidates with schools thereby enabling them to understand the issues faced by the
schools. Hence, it is requested that appropriate amendment in the Panchayti Raj Act may be made soon
in this regard and consequently all the concerned be notified regarding the same. This exercise will help

in enhancing the awareness generation and seriousness regarding free and compulsory education to be
made available to every child as his/her constitutionally puaranteed fundamental right

with  Refsdd
Fos Kins podersoiion oF HHHAD e SR,

(Friyank Kanoongo)
05D to Shri Marendra Singh Temar,
Hon'ble Minister of Panchayati Raj,
Krishi Bhawan, Or. Rajend-a Prasad Soad,
Mew Delhi, 110001

) Q/C&\LL
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RENY o ber NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS |
; w2 fawsit—110 001 NCPCR
New Delhi - 110 001 L

]

D.0.No. AP: 78468/2016-17/Edu | .S 222] -

Dt.28/03/2017]
3544
Subject: Advisory for Precautions Regarding Functioning of Schools during the Heat Waves
in Summer Months.
D.ear Madam/Sir,

The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) was set up in March
2007 under the Commission for Protection of Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005, an Act of
Parliament (December 2005).The Commission's Mandate is to ensure that all Laws, Policies,
Programmes, and Administrative Mechanisms are In consonance with the Child Rights
perspective as enshrined in the Constitution of India.

- The Commission wvisualizes a rights-based perspective flowing into  Paolicies |,
Programmes and activities of the Governments at the centre and the States . The issues of
safety and security of children in the school is one of the areas of grave concerns for the
Commission. Accordingly, Commission is undertaking several initiatives including framing of a
Guidelines on Safety Security of children in the Schools,

The Commission has observed that , despite high temperature in the summer months
starting from ‘March ; there are several schools under private managements and schools
under State Boards are functional in the summer months like late March and April. It is noted
that the temperature in Southern and Eastern India s hovering around 40 degree . Therefore,
children being tender need proper care especially during the summer season because of the
heat. Much care in needed when they are in school and during their travel.

Therefore, the Commission advises the State Governments and the private

managements to refrain from opening the schools during the heat waves in the summer. This
may cause children suffer dehydration, heat cramps, heat exhaustion andlor heal

fodita @, wsere fafegn, 36, wrug, 7€ fessit-110 oo
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stroke. Therefore, it may be treated as warning for none of the child should suffer i

~+chool or whilereturning—from—the—school-due—to-the—decision-of the Board —
Management for running the schools during harsh summer. 2 :S
Yours faithfully

1) Shrl Aditya Nath Das, Principal Secretary to Government, AP Secretariat,

Room No. 267, 1st Floor, 4th Block, Velagapudi Amaravathi, Andhra Pradesh
Phone: 0B63- 2444237,

To

2} Smt. Ranjeev R. Acharya, Pr.Secretary, School Education, Government of Telengana
Kahiratabad, Hyderabad,Tel:040-23459287,Fax: 23459297,
prisecyedu@telangana.gov.in '

3) Thiru T. Udhayachandran, Secretary to Government, School Education, Government
~ of Tamilnadu, Secretariat, Chennai, Phone :25672790(0) E-Mail : schsec{at}tn.gov.in

4) Smt. Sowjanya , Commissioner for Public Instruction , Government of Karnataka, N.T.
Road, Bengaluru Tel: 080-22214350, Fax:080-22212137 email:cpi.edu.sgkar@kar.nic.in

5) Dr.Usha Titus, Secretary, Education , Govern ment of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram
secy.gedu@kerala.gov.in, secy@education.kerala.gov.in, 0471-2331509, 2518997

Copyto:

1) Andhra Pradesh State Commission for Protection of Child Rights [ APSCPCR)
2) Telengana State Commission for Protection of Child Rights { TSCPCR)

3) Tamil Nadu State Commission for. Protection of Child Rights (TNSCPCR)

4) Karnataka State Commission for Rrotection of Child Rights (KTSCPCR)

5) Kerala State Commission for Protection of Child Rights (KSCPCR)

\ \
(O\OJ’;N'\ |
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o NATIUN;M. COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS
Uember 1§ Faeell=110 001 NCPCR 9
Mew Delhi - 110 001 . g’

0.0.No. AP: 78468/2016-17/Edu / s5a8y
Dt. 05/04/2017

Subject: Advisory for Precautions Regarding Functioning of Schools during the Heat Waves
in Summer Months.

Dear Madarm/fSir,

The National Commisslon for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) was set up in March
2007 under the Commission for Protection of Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005, an Act of
Parliament (December 2005).The Commission's Mandate is to ensure that all Laws, Policies,
Programmes, and Administrative Mechanisms are in consonance with the Child Rights
perspective as enshrined in the Constitution of India,

The Commission wiraalizes a rights-based perspective flowing into  Policies ,
Programmes and activities of the Governments at the centre and the States . The issues of
safety and  security of children in the school is one of the aress of grave concerns for the

Commission. Accordingly, Commission is undertaking several initiatives including framing of a
Guidelines on Safety Security of children in the Schools,

The Commission has ebserved that » despite high temperature in the summer months
starling from March ; there are several schools under private managements and schools
under State Boards are functional in the summer months like late March and April. It is noted

“that the temperature in many of the South . Eastern , Central, Western and Morth Indian
States is hovering around 40 degree . Therefore, children being tender need proper care

especially during the summer season because of the heat. Much care in needed when they
are in school and during their travel,

LW |
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Therefore, the ‘Commission” advises the State Governments and the 'privatﬁ-

managegment& to-refrain from opéning the schools-during the heat-waves in the summer. This

may ° cause chﬂdren suffer dehydration,’ -heat -cramps, heat exhaustion . andior hest
stioke. Therefare it may be treated as warning for none of the child ‘should suffer in the
gﬁhﬂﬂl or_while retunl_g from the school due to the decis decision. of the Board/School
Management for runnin;g the schools during harsh summer.

Yours faithfully

F
(Priyank Kanoongo)
Toe
1. Shri P.K.Das , Additional Chief Secretary to Government of Haryana School Education
Department, Directorate of School Education Plot No. 1/B, Shiksha Sadan, Sector-5,
- Panchkula (India) Tél: 0172-2560269, Fax: 0172-2560264
dasspkfatlhry[dotinic[dot]in, Email: edusecondarvhry@gmail.com
- 2. Shri Ajay Kumar Singh, (Basic Education) Govt. of Uttar Pradesh, Room No.224-25, g:
Bapu Bhawan UP Secretariat, Lucknow : 226 001 Off. 0522-2237157 secup.edupri@nicin & &5 ~

3 . Smit. DeeptI:Gau-'r Mukharjee-, Secretary, Schiool Educatiqﬁ , Government of Madhya
Pradesh , Mantralaya, Vallabh Bhawan , Bhopal , Madhya Pradesh - 462004 Phone No :
: mss.i 2575641 Fax No : 0755- 2570214 ‘G 3 < &/]

. 4. Shri Naresh Pal Ganwar, SfEl.‘-l'Btﬂrf Primary Semndaw Education DepartmEnt Gowvt, of
* Rajasthan Secretariat Jaipur -302005 Rajasthan , Tel : 0141-2227389 35%%

5. Shri Vikash Sheet. IAS , Secretary, Government of Chhattisgarh, Department of School
Education, Naya Mantralaya, Room No.153, Maha Nadi Bhavan," Raignr ~= 492001,
- Chhattisgarh, Phone No : 0771 - 2510945 , Fax No*: 2221275 5 }.)

6. Ms. Aradhana Patnaik, Setretar'f (MHRD), Primary Secondary & Higher Education, MOI
Building, Dhurwa, Ranchi — 834001, JHARKHAND Tel : !}551 2400797(0), 0651-2440797,

sec hrd@ihrnicin T g 35 ﬂ_t}

T Ms. Ranjana Chopra, Principal Secretary Government of -ﬂdisha, Department of School
_ B Mass Education, Secretariat Bhubaneshwar—{0674)2536631/2322732 {06?412535?55

secysme maii.mm. ' Sj 5-::] ]
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Ms. Sunaina Tomar, Principal Secretary (Primary Education); Block Neo. -5, 7th

Floor, Mew Sachivalaya Sachivalaya, Gandhinagar, 079- 23151301-303 079-23251305
— Fax Emall: secedu@ guiamt gov.in

9.

5"1;’"?11_ ' Yo

Shri Nand Kumar , Principal Secretary, School Educatqun Sports Department,

Government of Maharashtra R.M. 424 Mantralaya .&nnamre Mumbai-400 032. Phone
1 022-22025292/ ﬂ22-22024243 Ext. 3563/3876 -\> 3 5" 7 ’:2)

Copyto:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)

Haryana State Commission for Protection of Child Rights | HSCPCR)

Uttar Pradesh State Commission for Protection of Child Rights [ UPSCPCR)
tadhya Pradesh State Commission for Protection of Child Rights (MPSCPCR)
Rajasthan State Commission for Protection of Child Rights (RSCPCR)
Chhattisgarh State Commission for Protection of Child Rights (CSCPCR)
Jharkhand State Commizsion for Protection of Child Rights (JSCPCR)

Odisha State Commission for Protection of Child Rights (OSCPCR)

Gujarat State Commission for Protection of Child Rights (GSCPCR)
Maharashtra Staté Commission for Protection of Child Rights (MSCPCR)

" (Priyank Kanopngo)
{Member NCPCR)
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m 2P\l l _ : GOVERRKAENT OF iiiDIA
Priyank Kanoongo fy aiw iR HE SR
Tﬁ NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS _
mber T Rwi-110 001 b
- New Delhi-110 001 NCPCR

D.0.No. 2501/08/72415/2016/NCPCR-RTE / Y43y

Date: 24 /0572016
Reatecees Mam

This is to invite your kind attention towards the issue of nnn-cnrol]mcnt of chﬂdm in
primary schools which forms a major part of out-of-school children. Despite numerous efforts by .
the State education departments and as suggested by different government reports/surveys, not
all children have been included in the formal education system. As per Census 2011 data, more
than half of the children aged 6 years have never attended any educational institution and 3.2
million children have attended before but are not a part of any education institution. '

Since, the ICDS pmg:‘mnt; under Ministry of Women and Child I}E.velcplzﬁent caters to
the needs of early years; it provides the children their first experience in a protective and
enabling environment. A]su the Anganwaadi Centres (AWCs) cater to the educational aspect in
early years.

Hence to facilitate and contribute towards renhzmg the goal of universalisation of

e]e.mmtar;.r education, AWCs.can play an important role in bridging the gap between pre-primary

and primary levels of education thus bringing all children to school nnd ensuring that no child is
excluded from the education sjrstem

It is, therefore, humbly submitted that MWCD, through the State Dcpments of Women
and Child Development, may recommend that all children in pre-primary education after
attaining 6 years of age do not drop out and become a part of primary education system.

Yours" Sincerely
(Priyank Kanoongo)
Smt. Maneka Sanjay Gandhi Ji . PRIYANK KANOONGO
Hon’ble Minister of Women & Child Development Member, HGPOR
Shastri Bhawan

New Delhi-110001
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‘ * Government of India
Ministry of Women & Child Development
Shasti Bhawan, New Delhi-110001

- Ermail ; nutan.guha@govin
Tel, : 011-2338 6227, Fax: 011-2338 1800

D.O. No.ECCE-13/11/2016-ECCE

28" June, 2016
Dear

~ The Resolution of National Early Childhood Care and Education Policy states that the State
Department of Women and Child Deyelopment will institute a mechanism to facilitate the

convergente so as to ensure continuity and inter-linkage of centre based ECCE and school-age
provisions with specific reference to Section 11 of the Right to Education Act, 2010,

-2.  Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) is one of the six services of Integrated Child -
Development Service (ICDS) Schemes and is delivered at Anganwadi Centers by Anganwadi
Workers under ICDS by Ministry of Women and Child Development. Anganwadi Centres have an
"important to play role iri bridging the gap between pre-primary and primary levels of education,

3. National Commission for Protection of Child Rights, vide their letter No.
2501/08/72415/2016NCPCR-RTE/41434 dated 26.05.2016 has recently raised concern on the

issue of non-enroliment of children in primary schools which forms a major part of out-of-school
children. ’ '

- 4, 1, therefore, request you to direct the concerned officers of the States/UTs Department of
Women and Child Development and to mobilize the grass roat functionaries to take necessary
actions for sensitizing the parents and Anganwadi Workers who can work in convergence with
primary school teachers for enrollment of children in primary school at the age of 6 years. This
will go a long way to ensure that children attending the Anganwadi Centres, attaining 6 years of
age, do not drop out and become a part of primar?‘edwatiun system.

With regards,
: Yours sincerely,

* (Nutan Guha Biswas)
All Principal Secretaries / Secretaries of States / UT dealing with ICDS Scheme

All Directors in States/ UTs dealing with ICDS (ECCE)
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. Government of India
Ministry of Women & Child Development
Shaslri Bhawan, New Delhi-110001
" E«mail : mutan.guh in
Tel, : 011-2338 6227, Fax : 011-2336 1800

. D.O. NoECGE-13111/2016-ECCE

28" June, 2016

Dear . m,

Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) is one of the six services of Integrated
Child Development Semvice (ICDS) Schemes and is delivered at Anganwadi Centres by
Aanganwadi Workers under ICDS by Ministry of Women and Child Development.

Anganwadi Centres have an important to play role in bridging the gap between pre-primary
and primary levels of educaltnn.'_

2.-Para 9.3 of Resolution of National Early Childhood Care and Education Policy state that
the State Department of Women and Child Development will institute’ a mechanism to
facilitate the convergence so as to ensure confinuity and inter-linkage of centre based

ECCE and school-age provisions Wll'h specific reference to Section 11 of the. nghl lo.
Educallon Hct 2010, :

3. MNational Commission for Protection of Child Righté, vide their letter No.
2501/08/72415/2016NCPCR-RTE/41434 dated 26.05.2016 has recently raised concern on

the issue of non- enrﬂllmem of children in pnman,r schools which forms a major part of out-
of-school children.

4. It would be appreciated if necessary instructions are issued to concerned officers of the

Department of Education in the States/UTs so that Anganwadi Workers and primary school .
teachers -can work in close coordination to ensure that children attending the Anganwadi

Centres, attaining 6 years of age, do not drop oul, bul become a part of the primary
educalion system.

With regards,

Yours sincerely

, {Mutan Guha Biswas)
Dr. Subhash Chandra Khuntia, '
Secrealary,
" Ministry of Human Resource Develcpment,

Department of Scheol Education & L:terac-_«,r
Shastri Bhavan :

Mew Delhi-110001. "
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

TEH aie ST e S

NA‘I:‘IGNAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS

fwl-110 001
qriw Dedhi-110 001 NC F‘F

F. No. MP-69467/2015-16/SMCOMP i L1392

Dates/06/2016

To,

5h. Sanjay Awasthi

Member Secretary,

Mational Council for Teacher Education (NCTE),
Hans Bhawan, Wing Il )

1, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg,

Mew Delhi— 110002

Subject: "Megarding including child rights in teacher training eurriculum

Sir,

This is in continuation with the meeting held on *Review of Guidelines on Safety and Security of

_Children in School” in NCPCR on 10.05.2016. Discussing the said issue with Dr. Anil Shukla, Deputy
Secretary, NCTE, it was observed that important laws related to children have specified certain roles and
responsibilitizs of teachers towards proper implementation of the Acts. For instance, teachers also have
the responsibility of reporting any matter of abuse in their knowledge under Section 19(1) POCSO {Act),
2012 failing which they will be liable to punishment under Section 21 (1) and 21(2).

‘Hence, it Is important to educate teachers about different child rights which will not only help in

creating awareness among teachers abuut child rights and their rnlesﬁesp-nrmhﬂitles but also in tum
educate children about the same.

Realizing the importance of child rights education, National Curriculum Framework for Teacher
Education (NCFTE) developed by NCTE observed that critical awareness of child rights equips the teacher
. with a proactive perspective and a sense of agency. However, a perusal of the ‘curriculum framework” for

two-year B.Ed. and M.Ed. programme drafted by NCTE suggests that child rights have not been
incorporated as a part of core curricular areas.

It was also decided during the discussion that the suggestions given by the Commission for
incluslon of child rights in teacher training eurriculum will be considered to be added in the curriculum.

NCPCR under section 13 of CPCR Act, 2005 recommends MCTE, to include child rights as a
curriculum course under the broader curricular areas in all teacher training courses and also notify all
Universities to include a section in the teacher training eurriculum based on those guidelines. A note on

suggestive outline of the course content that should form a part of the curriculum is enclosed for vour
perusal.

Kindhy apprise the Commission about the action taken in this regard.
’O\L \‘53‘}1}

:J\ Yours' sincerely :
P Porr——

firgiw TTTIPRIVANK KANOON
T e el By

“ﬂ: e MUY TR T
pirctionl Commissomn for Proiecion of Chbd Ri

T L
5T TeT. TeeeirE RS, 2R rauer o Py .. i ol tomin § il Deestoomes

Encl; As above
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HET : _ GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
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5 s © NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS :

Hember T Rwft-110 001 |- T
New Delti-110 001 NCPCI
D.0. No.2501/09/2016-Y7/NCPCR/Policy Matter
Dated: 16/06/2016

Dear 3, é}#fﬂ'n‘r

As you may be aware that nmumphuunffmdh:ﬂjm fat, salt and sugar ['I-IFSS)has been found
to be rampant amongst school children leading to many health hazards and diseases viz. type 2 diabetes,
hypertension, dyslipidemia, chronic inflammation and hyperinsulinemia with a risk of mdiuﬁmlar
diseases in later life. These discases and childhiood obesity. have been reportedly found to affect the
cognitive and physical development of children adversely, causing an irreparable loss 1o the society.

In this regard, “Food Safety and Standards Authority of India’, FSSAI has framed gi.:idtli:ms on
‘Making Available Wholesome, Nutritious, Safe and Hygienic Food to School Children in India®
_promote healthy lifestyles, good health, pllj'su:.al fitness and reduce risk for diseases. The details of ﬂ'lm
puidelines are available at the web link mentioned belnw'

(httpa/fuwveny fssai. gov. in/Portals/)/pdfIOrderDraft_ Guidelines_ School_Children,pdf)

The Commission has taken cognizance of this matter under Section 13 (1) (f) and (k) of the CPCR
Act, 2005, Since this a serious issue of concern with regards to health of children consuming such food, it
is mqu:.md that undertaking be sought from all private schools (CBSE affiliated and State Boards nfﬁlla.ted]
declaring that Iunkad.r' Food High in Fat, SaltmdSug:rﬂ{FSS]mmt provided in their schools.

Tiu: Commission recommends that;

i. CBSE should ensure that compliance to its circular vide No. ﬁ.md—ﬂl’lﬂlﬁ daledJnnuujﬁ.
2016 on “Promotion of Healthy Snacks is strictly adhered to and follow up action on
quarterly basis is done regarding the same.

ii. - State Education Boards (Non CESE) should issue a similar circular as CBSE for adhering

to the afore-mentioned guidelines framed by FSSAL And a review of mpllnm of the’

same be undertaken on quarterly basis.

A detailed report uqntaining ;hc.sintcgy adopted by the State/UT and action taken thereof in this
mater be shared with the Commission within 15 days of receipt of thiis letter

With regards, .

Yours

. (Priyank Kanoongo)
Shri Surjit Gulati

Additional Chief Secretary, Primary Education

Govemnment of Gujarat, Department of Education,

‘New Sachivalaya, F

Ghandhinagar — 382010, GUJARAT \k/
PH. 079-23251303, Fax: (079-23251305 : D R{)
secedu(@gujarat gov.in \\0

541 T, ﬂaﬁmﬁ%ﬂ 36,. 99, ﬂf{ﬁ?cftﬁuum
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Fros NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS
Chatzperson Hé Ril-110.001

. New Deli-110 004

D.0. No. 2201/03/2016-Child Health/NC PCR

. . Date: 20,06.2016
Dear )‘L'\h J’r‘law_u. / :

s you are aware, Ministry of Women and Child Development (MWCD) is currently
implementing two important schemes-Befj Bachao Befi Padhao (BBEF) and SABLA- for
survival, education and empowerment of girl child. The overall objective of the schemes is to
ensure the survival, education, protection, participation and empowerment of the girl child.

However, under BBBP scheme ‘(based on the information received from Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare, HMIS Dala), 42 districts in 19 States have shown decline in Sex Ratio
at Birth (SRB) even after oné year of implementation of the program (as enclosed). Further,
under SABLA program (MWCD data, 201 2-13) there has been underachievement on different
indicalors across States in terms of reaching out fo the targeted beneficiaries (as enclosed).

Alse for encouraging adoption under the JJ Act 201 5, as per the information received
from Childline Foundation, more than 4000 adoptable children residing in differeni CCls on all

India basis. It is important that these children are swiftly declared legally fru_ae by CWCs and .
entered in the CARINGS website. '

Hence, National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has decided to
undertake periedical review of these schemes to ensure their effective implementation in the
best interest of the child. | would be graleful if you could monitor the situation personally. | would
like to inform you that a team from NCPCR headed by Member, NCPCR will visit your State

shortly to menitor the progress of these schemes. The visit schedule will be intimated to you in
the due course.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

M—rdean

Stuti Kacker
Shri Ganga Ram Aloria,

Chief Secretary,

Government o Gujarat New Sachivalaya
Gandhingar-382010

Gujarat

5ai @el, wwwis @BRET, 36, ey, 9¢ Rei-110 001
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N Priyank Kenoongo et A st Wiy S
w=d ' NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS
Member ' w3 fawei-110 001

HMEW DELHI-110 001

11
D.0. 25019/03/2016-17MCPCR \{S? .

[

:B-w LT, Date: 2000072016

A3 you may be aware that the Right to Edycation Act, 2009 makes education a fundamental

right of every child between the age of 6 and 14 years and entrusts the appropriate povernment with

the responsibility to pay any kind of expenses which may prevent the child from pursuing and
completing elementary education. ' I

s per section 12 of RTE Act, 2009, the private unaided schools have to admit at Jeast 25
percent of children belonging to socially disadvantaged grotips or weaker sections at the eairy level.
However, cetain incidents have come to the notice of the Commission wherein the children face
problem in continuing their studies in case of ‘death of the caming member of the family.. This is
significant but often overlooked reason for drop out of children from schools. '

Hence, 10 prevent the children from discontinuing their studies due fo, findacial crisis, it is
recommended that children of such families Who lost their eaming member, studyinig. in ptivate
schmls should be notified under EWS category as per section 2(d) and 2(¢) of RTE Act, 2009, The
provision should also be extended 1o children of deceased soldicss of defence forces,

appropriate government, by notification’,

Looking forward to a prompt affimaative action towards securing the future of our children in

nead,
) ) Yours Faithfull
TN} :|-+-'L\ (TR Y tia,n_pdl 1 i ¥ .
Dr. Rajiv Sharma,,
Chief Secretary,,
Telangana,
Govemment of Telengana

\ |
0 @/)N\b"
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HAA AN )\&
forder wepTR GOVERNMENT OF INDIA %’1
Tﬁbﬁ-ﬂkxﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ Trefa aTe rfiERR WOE T
e NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS :
Member ¢ faewit-110 001
w9 NEW DELHI-110 001 NCPCR

D.O. No. 25u19marzn1s-ﬁmcpm]f-|5ﬂ£5
Date: November 15, 2016

g}-{'\i

As you may be aware, National Commission for Protection of Child Rights
(MCPCR) is mandated under CPCR. Act, 2005, fo examine factors that inhibit the
enjoyment of rights of children and recommend appropriate remedial measures.

Regarding the current iniliative of demonetising the existing high-value
curency notes in India, it is recommended that school fees from parents be
accepted in old denominations till the period prescribed by the Government for
paying other utility Bills such as hospital bills, household bills efc.

For this, an early intervention on your part is requested.

e gt

— Yours sincerely,

(Priyank Kanoongo)

Shri Shaktikanta Das,

Secretary (Economic Affairs),
Department of Economic Affairs,
Ministry of Finance :
130-North Block,

New Delhi - 110001

foia oo, S=me fafee™, 36, sy, 72 feei-110 001
I Floor, Chanderiok Building, 36, Janpath, New Delhi - 110001

TUATW/Ph. : 011-23478251 Thal/Fax : 011-23724028
Web : www.ncper.gov.in e-mall: priyank.ncper@gov.in, Lodge your complaint at www.ebaalindian.nic.in



 State-wise distribution of complaints for the year 2016-17

Annexure - X1V

2016-17 (Tili 31.03.2017)
Carried MNew Cases Total Total Balance
States/UTs Forward | Complaint | Received Complaint | ‘Closed
Received | (From
Grievance Cell)
A and N Islands 0 1 0 | 1 0
Andhra Pradesh 456 4 | 461 50 411
Arunachal Pradesh 1 0 0 1 1 0
Assam 1 3 1 5 2 3
Bihar 60 11 0 71 40 1 31
Chandigarh 0 5 0 5 2 3
Chhattisgarh 1 6 1 8 2 6
Dadra and Nagar 0 0 ] 0 0 0|
| Haveli
DamanandDiu | 0 0 0 0 0 0
Delhi 59 68 9 136 55 81
Goa 0 1 0 1 0 1
Gujarat 3 3 0 8 3 3
Haryana 12 31 0 43 ] 35
Himachal Pradesh 1 2 0 3 3 0
Jammu and 0 2 0 2 1 1
Kashmir
Jharkhand 34 13 4 51 5 46
Karnataka 5 8 1 14 (i 8
Kerala 4 ] 3 13 6 7
Lakshadweep 0 0 0 0 0 0
Madhya Pradesh 58 34 4 96 19 77
Maharashtra 6 14 11 31 10 21
Manipur 13 3 3 19 | 18
Meghalaya 1 1 0 2 2 0
Mizoram 2 1 0 3 0 3
Nagaland 1 0 0 1 0 1
Orissa 4 11 [ 21 6 15
Puducherry ] 0 1 1 0 1
Punjab 3 6 0 9 4 5
Rajasthan 82 7 2 91 52 39
Sikkim 1 0 0 1 1 0
Tamil Nadu 102 19 21 142 65 77
Telangana 3 15 0 18 4 14
Tripura 0 0 0 0 0 0
Uttar Pradesh 74 93 22 189 39 150
Uttarakhand 3 8 1 12 5 7
West Bengal 4 14 0 18 4 14
Total 994 39 21 1477 397 1080

B
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IVEHNMENT OF INDIA

DR St Kacker TS A AR G omn
L&, @TW‘_ﬂ NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS

’ @1 Chairperson ;{g Rﬁh—'ﬁﬂ 001 ' .

New Delhi-110 001 NCPCR

DO Mo.2401/01/2016-HCPCR-1)
Dated: 10™ October 2016 lﬂ E’B
Dear 16¢7

As you are aware that under Section 109 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act, 2015, the NCPCR. and SCPCRs have been mandated to monitor the implementaticn of
provisions of the Act.

c 2, In pursuance of Section 110 of the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015, the Central Government has
framed and notified model Juvenile Justice Rules 2016 on 21® September 2016. These Rules are
available on the website of the Ministry of Women and Child Development as well as on website of
the NCPCR {www.neper.gov.in). Section 110 of the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015 stipulates that the
-State Government shall make Rules to carry out the purposes of this Act.

3. In order to implement the provisions of the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015, it is imperative that
copy of the Mﬂdcl Juvenile Justice Rules, 2016 is made available to all the stakeholders till the States -

formulate their own Rules. The sensitization and wraining programme of all stakeholders may be
carried out as per the Rules so notified.

4. [ shail be grateful if you could issue necessary directions to concerned Departments to adopt
the Model Juveniles Justice Rules, 2016 and take other necessary steps to implement the provisions of
the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015 till your State formulates and notify its own Rules. | shall appreciate if
an action taken'report is intimated to this Commission by 10 Movember 2016,

With regavds,

Yours sineerely,

Sdr-
(Stuti Kacler)

Shri Anthony De Sa .

Chief Secretary, U

State Government of Madhya Pradesh, o

Secretariat, Bhopal.

Copy to:

Dr. Raghvendra Sharma, Chairperson, Madhaya Pradesh State Cormmission for Protection of Child
Rights [SCPCR)59, Marmada Bhawan, 4th Floor, jail Road, Arera Hills, Bhopal-462007- with the
requast to follow up with State Government for effective monitaring of the 11 Act.

N emebana
(Stuti Kacker)

5d1 G, Swel® RAieET, 36, sy, ¥ Redl-110 001
Sth Floor, Chanderlok Building, 36, Janpath, New Delhi-110 UL1
TOTH/Ph. £ 01123478212, 23731583 $/Fax . 011.2372 1504
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I HTT
ﬁﬁ' D GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
Stuti Kacker I A AR T ST v
SR MATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS _
C-I'iufrprr.mn . Tig Rﬁ_.‘.‘n GU‘I
' New Delhi-110 004 NCPCR
PRl
D.0. No. RJ-72244/2016-2017/Healih/SM/NCPCR
. Date:2{, /072016

Daar-im:; M .

National Commission for Protection of Child RightsqNCPCR) has been constituted by
Government of India, s a Statutory Body under Section 3 of the Commissions for Protection of Child

Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005 (No 4 of 2006) for dealing with protection of child rights and related
maltiers.

‘One of the various functions assigned to the Commission under Section 13(1) (j) of the CPCR
Act, 2003, inquire into complaints and 1ake suo momw notice of matters relating to (i) deprivation and

violation of child rights and (1) non-implementation of laws providing for protection and
. development of children.

The Commission hed taker suo-motu coprizance of tle newspipcs reparts on theincidanee of
a number, of newbom deaths repoited in Jawaharlal Nehro Hospital, Ajmer, Rajasthan. Accordingly p

team from the Comumission comprising of the following visited Ajmer from 24" 10 26 May 2016 to
inquire into the matter:- '

(i) Mrs Rupa Kapoor, Member, NCPCR
(11} * Shri. 5.P.Singh, Member RSCPCR
(ifi)  Ms. Priyanka Singh, JTE, NCPCR
(iv)  Dr.Satish Kumar Meena, Assistant mensur. Department of Pediatries, Safdarjung
. . Hospital, New Delhi _
The Commission recommends]the State Govemnment and District Administration to initiat.a

immediate action on the issues listed below in order to ensure protection of the rights and

entitelments of children. The following recommendations arise from the visit for action at the District
and State level:

0]

G/lr} ‘!i

24

5d1 o, Swwe REET, 36, oy, af Reft-110 004
5th Floor, Chanderlok Building, 36, Janpath, New Delhi-110 001
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Infrastructure

Ml

iv.

Vi,

wviii.

The Administration to take steps for upgrading the Department of Pediatrics and adding
manpower on a war footing,

There is impending high risk involved in infants calching up with infections with such a large
number of parents / attendants present in the infant ward. Administration needs to credte or

identify space for waiting room so that they can wail outside 1I1e ward and allow the Doctors

' and Nursing staff to take care of c:hﬂdrcn

Ensure upgradation of NICU/SNCU at the medical collegesftentiary care facilities to provide

referral services for advanced newbormn care support and to strengthen linkages with SNCUs

. and NBSUS.

Ensure fully functional Pediatric 'Daparlmcnl with the requisite and also scale up pediatric

unitfwards, .

Esmbhshrncnt of Help Desk at the entry point in the hospital for guidance and mfnrmanun

The Help Desk may include members, like counselor, nurse and rc-::cmmms: _

There is 2 nced to increase the bed occupancy. There were two-three patients on one bed at {he

time of inspection. L

Ensure availability and proper usape of breastfeeding support system like bieast pump for

mothers _haviﬁg difficulty in breastfeeding. Ensure exclusive room or space for breastfeeding

in hospital.

Administration to ensure that the minimum standard of care to be followed by hospital staff:
¥ Usage of gloves, masks and head cover

Uszge of hand sanitizer )

Proper cleanliness in the NICU,PICU and other pediatric wards

Usage of clean bed sheets and towels in the ICU

Usage of mosquitoes/flies control techniques.

Functional toilet facility

Functional AC to-be placed in NICU/PICU/SNCUs/emergency wards/children’s ward.

Regulate temperature in room for children.

S N T

¥ Proper ventilation

<

Availability and usage of gown for NICU/PICU visitors.



Staff
iz, The number of senior residents in the Department were not enough to nun ICU/emergency
cases. Senior doctors need to be appointed immediately for improving the condition of
Pediatric Department. It is suggested that senior doctors can be called on hour basis from
Pri‘_\-'at;a hospitals ete: _ ' ' '
%.  Ensure dietician/mitritionist for pediatric :}Epamﬁem who can understand the raquirem;mI of
pediatric patients and individual diet can be planned to ensure betterment of children. Tt is

recommended to enpage student volunteers who could help as nutritionist, counselors and
social workers ete.

Hygiene & Sanitataion
xi.  Amangements tfo be made to keep the entire hospital premises in a clean and hygienic
condition. Also the entry and exit points should have security to regulate the attendant traffic

into the wards. Installation of CCTV cameras for easy monitoring and supérvision.

Quireach & Avareness

xil.  Admisislraiion o conduct oulreach awarencss camps to identify those arcas where mcoe
underweight babies are born. It is important to create awareness on community level on
malnuirition as a preventive step to stop child death.

Other

xiii. Administration to take measures for a pcﬁodit.: review of neo-natal care and neonatal deaths. )
Administration to conduct regular quality audits of facilities including death audits.
xiv.  Follow up of all sick/high-risk néwbomns discharged from the SNCU for a period of one y;':;ar.
xv. Administration to operationalize SNCU monitoring software across all SNCUs / NICUs.

Feedback form system can be initiated for easy monitoring.

xvi. Ensure mechanisms for timely procurement and supply chain management of equipment,

drugs, and laboratory reagents as per the defined norms and technical specifications.




xvii.  Develop Quality Assurance mechanisms/cells to ensure compliance with norms for quality of

caﬁ: for.small and sick newborns, including tools for adherence to admission and discharge

criferia.
xviii.  Availability of 24 hour toll fiee number for patient so that they can contact the on duty doctor
when in need, especially during night hours or residing in a remote arca. This will help in

crcaling intra-departmental as well as iﬁtﬁf—dﬂpﬁl‘tﬂ%pi}tﬂl communication in case of
emergency. ' -
xix.  Strengthening referral lran;s;purt is very important. Ensure 24 hour ambulaice facility in the
hospital for referral. The referral transport should have basic facilities and also trained mobile
health team who can take care of the baby so that the crucial time for patient management is
utilized. .
xx.  There is an ureent need to monitor PHCS/CHCs to function as a linkape nrganiz.ation o
peripheral facilities. Tt will Ie:.;se:n the burden at district level and’ eventually build the

capacities of the tiered facilities so that children may receive better care along the spectrum of

- services and not have to travel Jong distances to tertiary facilities for conditions that could be
managed al 2 lower level,

You are requested 1o submit a detailed action taken report on the action taken in each of the

above, :
Withs regards,
Yours sincerely,
(Stuti Kacker)
Shri Om Prakash Meena
Chief Secretary

Government of Rajasthan
Secretariat Jaipur, Rajasthan
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| YIAE W
wft weng . GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
- Stuti Kockgr Tt wre AU WO S .
B MATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS
Chaigperson . ¢ faeeii-110 001 NCPCR

New Delhi - 110 001

] .
D.0.WB-76621/2016-17/COMP/File-2 | 4T 51%
Date:f 11272016

Dear .'g','_n..».. w-i-”" /

National Commission for Protection of Child RightsqNCPCR) has been constituted by
Government of India, as a Statutory Body under Section 3 of the Commissions for Protection of

Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005 fND-d_qu 2006) for dealing with protection of child rights and
related mallers.

One of the various functions assigned to the Commission under Section 13(1) (i) of the
CPCR Aci, 2005, inguire into complaints and take swo moru notice of matters relating to (i)
deprivation and violation of child rights and (ii) non-implementation of laws providing for

protection and development of children.

_The Commission had faken suo-motu cognizance of the newspaper reports en the
incidence of Child Trafficking and Adoption rackel in Kolkata, West Benpal. Accordingly, Ms
Runa ¥epoor, Member NCPCR visited Kolkata from 28 1o 30™ November 2616 10 inquiss fuls

* the matter,

The Couunission recommends to the State Government and District Administration to
initiate immediate action on the issues listed below in order to ensure protection of the rights and
entitlements of children. The following recommendations arise from the visit for action at the
State and District level:

« Repistration of CCls: The concerned authority to c.n_sui'e mapping and registration of all the
Child Care Institutions (CCls) in the District especially NGO run homes under JJ Act 2015,
and conduct inspection periodically to ensure protection of children against any child rights

violations, deprivations or subject to any kind of physical or sexual abuse.

sa1 e, S fategn, 36, w09, 7 faesi—110 001
st Floor, Chanderok Building, 36, Janpath, New Delhi-110 001
qrvre [Ph. :011-23478212, 23731583 WE [Fax: 011-23731584
Webmwww.neper.govin



« Registration of all Hospitals/Nursing Home/Clinics: The concerned authority to ensure
mapping and registration of all the Hqspilalsmursing.ﬂﬂmesfmih.ics eic under The West
Bengal Clinical Establishments (Registration and Regulation) Act, 2010, and also conduct
inspccﬁc-n periodic to ensure protection of children against any child righl.f; violations,
deprivations or subject to any kind 'of abuse.

«  Ensure registration of all Doctors under the Iﬁdian Medical Council (Professional Conduct,

| Etiquette and Cthics) Regulations, 2002 and if there is any misconduet or violation of the |
Regulation is found the doctors should be immediately punished under the provisions of the -
Act.

« _ Ensure background verification of all med;cal non med:-:ai and subordinate staff in
hospitals, nursing homes etc,

« Display Boards in all Nursing Homes/ PHC and Panchayat stating that severe punishment
will be meted out to those who undertake any role in illegal abortions/ sellmg of babies/
child traffi cl..mgf liegal adoptions.

« Immediate installation of CCTV cameras in ali such neonatal fped:amc wards 1o prevent
occurrences of baby theft.

The entry of the Pediatric Ward/ Neo-natal Ward of hospitals needs 1o be guarded for
regulating the entry 1o curb child trafficking cases.

*  Ensure periodic surprise inspections/ raids by Police fiHeahin Depid CARA & SATRA
ofticiuls.

irsmadiate identification and rcg.istrmi{:-n of all pregnent women in the District throupeh
Bealth check up camps of regular visits of ANM/A SH:JAW\, workers. |
Ensure early identification of all malnourished children especially severe malnouiished
children and timely admission of these children inlu nearest INRC.

Administration to take measures for a periodic review of neo-natal care and neo-natal
deaths. Administration to conduct regular quality audits of facilities including death audits,

- Ensure formi_llinn of Village Child Protection Committee/Ward Child Protection Committee.
and orient them on monitoring & supervision of all child based organization in their areas,
Ensure regular awareness campeign in the community on safe delivery/ legal methods of
abortion/ adoption needs. Asha/ ANM/ AWW can create awareness on such illegal practices



in the community along with uﬁdcrﬂanding the Adoption laws, so that if _anfqnc wants to
give their child for adoption they understand lim_ legal procedure.

¢ District Administration to work in joint collaboration with NGOs, fo initiate
sensitization/orientation programmes for officers of various Departments, the Police Force
as well as the concerned administrative officials in field areas on issues conceming child
rights especially child trafficking. |

¢ The West Bengal State Gm_-remmént to duly orient the Village Level Cops, (under the
process of recruitment), on the child right issues, 1o kecp a check on possible cases of
trefficking. ‘

« Ensure Anti Human Trafficking Cell is formed and trained to prevent incidences of
trafficking in the District, ;

You arc requested to immediately submit a detailed action taken report on the measures
“taken by the Government 1o address the child trafficking and adoption racket in Kolksia, West
Benga! alongwith the CID report in the current matter. You are 2lso requested 1o implement the

~ recommendations given by NCPCR Bt the earliest to preven! any violation of child right in the
State. ' -

With recards,

1 _ ) c |
el I%Q’“}f }1,"-'1' g )"\.1"_’) -i_'t.__{ }Iﬁ . N F,_Ll:} \f L

Vﬁ1_rp_t_ g_in‘r!':: Al

¢
-‘"'l"“'-:.‘“'{_l"\“lr\(
(Stuti Kacker)

Encl: Copy of Tour Report

Shri Basudel Banerjee,
Chief Secretary,
Government of West Bengal,
Secretariat Headquarter,
- NABANNA HRBC Building, 325,
Sarat Chatterjee Road, Howrah — 711 102
Email: cs-westhengalfdinic.in
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W FF62 GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
Stuti Kacker Tt A ST HeEE s
S EE HATIOMAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS
Chairperson :ﬁ RBe-110 001
Hew Delhi-110 001 NGPCR
D.0. No, OR-73858/2016-2017/C-Health
Date (s /0912016
Dear

National Commission for Protection of Child Rights(NCPCR) has been constituted by
Government of India, as a Statutory Body under Section 3 of the Commissions for Protection of

Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005 (No 4 of 2006) for dealing wlth protection of child rights and
releted matters.

One of the various funetions assigned to the Commission under Er.clic.m 13(1) (i) of the
CPCR Act, 2005 is to inquire into mmpiainu and take suo mofu notice of matters relating to (i)

ntp-'l'v. ation and violation of child riglis and (i) non- -implementation of laws providing for
- protection and developnent of children.

The Commission had taken suo-motu cngmzanoc of newspaper repa'is on the incident of
death of 12 childrén in Nagada village, located in the forests of Odisha's Jajpur District,
Accordingly a team from the Commission comprising of the following visited Deogeon and
Ashokihar from 9" to 10" May 2016 to inquire into the matter--

(%) Mirs Rujie Kapoos, Member, NCFCR

(i} M= Sandhvabati Pradhar, Member OSCHR

(i)} Ms. Priyanka Singh, JTE. NCPCR

'[Iv} Mr. Manoj Tripathy. Program Manager, State (fhild Frotection Council
(8CPC)

The Corimission recommends 1o the State Government and District Administation to
initiate immediate action on the issues listed below in order 1o ensure protection of the rights and ~

entitlements of children. The t‘u‘llnwmg rccnmmmdal,mns arise from the visit for action at the
District and State level:

Infrastructure

+ Establishment of one PHC/Medical unit in Ashokjhar. Nagada and Deogzon. In tribal
region among Primitive Tribal Groups where infant/children’s death is due to
malnutrition and hunger with lack of medical accessibility end facilities.

Establishment of Nutrition Rehabiliation Centre [\RC ) in Ashokjhar, Nagada and
Deogaon,

5af 9=, ==as k=, 36, sy, 7 Reed-110 001
Sth Floor, Chanderlok Building, 36, Janpath, New Delhi-110 001

GUM/Ph. 1 011-23478212, 23731583 $0 /Fax - 011-23734 584
Web © www.ncper govin
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e« Fsiahlishment of Mini Anganﬁﬂdi Centre in Ashokjhar, Nagada and Deogaon villages.
The State Govt. should open a special ICDS centre in the village with appointment of all

staff and availability of all facilities. A trained Anganwadi worker must be appointed to
take special care of Juang children, -

» The State Government should ensure road connectivity to the villages fike Ashokjhar and

Nagada. Due to lack of road facility, the Govt. facilities/schemes/programs could not
reach to the beneficiaries in the village. '

+ The district administration should ensure allocation of pucca house to all Juang families
and other tribes under Indira Awas Yojana and Biju Pucca house Yojana.

« Sewimg up a permanent school in Ashokjhar and Nagada villaze with proper
- implementation of RTE Act. If* possible, there can be an exclusive ‘Ashram School
opened in Nagada village to provide education to all the children of J uang tribe.

- Establishment of solar electrification and drinking water facilities through seﬁiné up of
tube-well on war footing in the village. ' o

Distribution of mid-day meal to all children under the mid-day meal scheme. At present

children are coming to Deogzon for schooling which is the only school they have, leading
to dropouts because the distance is too muéh,and due to lack of road connectiviiv it is not -
possible for themn 10 come daily, )

Benefits of Mamatz Yojna to be provided 1o nreenant women and lacieting ninthers, is
which a moneiary support to pregnant and lactating womer is given to ensble them tc

seek improved nutrition and promote health seeking behavior

* As Antodaya Anna Yojana. 2l Juang families are entitled to get 35 kg rice per month. In

Nagada and nearby village. most of the Juang families have been deprived of it on a
regular basis. Responsibility must be fixed on the officials responsible. The State Govt.
must ensure distribution of 35 kg rice t6 each family of Nagada village.

= The State Govt. should start NREGA work immediately in order-to provide employment
to people living i Nagada village. as they do not get employment for their livelihood.

* Ensure 100 per cent coverage of Adhar Card for people living

in Nagada village and
other tribal areas.

* The State government should facilitate tribal people for opening

up of bank accounts to
avail the benefits provided by Government. '
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Others

» Ensure responsibility of officials responsible for implementation and monitoring
of development projects and food security programme in this Gram Panchayat.

« The State Govt. must go for complete assessment of the siwation and siatus of
implementation of all development work in all tribal districts. This can the opportunity

for the State to enhance its administrative capacity to enforce implementation of its plan
and programme meant for tribals across the state.

» Juang Tribes should not be displaced and rehabjlitated in another locality. They are
accustomed with their environment and cultural habits. Displacing them to other areas is
not the solution to address their problem. So, the implementation of all the development
projecis under Tribal Sub-plan scheme and Juang Development sub-plan scheme and
food security programme, ICDS scheme and various activities under Agricultural and
Horticultural scheme will no doubt enhance their livelihood ﬁnd-capacit:r to survive and
Erow more to compete with modern world and should reach them. .

You are requested to submit a detailed action taken

report on the action taken in each of
the above. '

- Witk regerds,
Veurs sineorely,
}._‘-“H-.-"\-.l_-L"L‘_f‘k,\ﬂ\ V‘f-
(Stuti Kacker)
Encl: Copy of Tour Report

Shri Aditya Prasad Padhi, IAS
Chief Secretary,

Government of Odisha

Secretariat, Bhubaneswar — 751001

E-mail: csori@ anic.in

Copy 10: Chairperson. OR State Commission for Protection of Child rigtits, Odisha Quarter

No. 1, T}’pe-v_&, Unit- V, Bhubaneswar — 751001 . Fax: 0674-2394043, Tel: 0674-
2394041 Email: oscper.od@nic.in, - for follow action please
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WA AEIT
R Bahe GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
Stuti Kacker TS A AR T S
e NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS
. Chairperson ;ﬁ REE‘h",‘HU 0014 .
New Delti-110 001 . NCPCR

1.0, No. 7450472016-17/SM/Health
Date: 28/09/2016

National Commission for Protection of Child Rights(NCPCR) has been consl.ilylud by
Govemnment of India, as a Statutory Body urider Section 3 of the Commissions for Protection of

Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005 (No 4 of 2005] for dca]mg with protection of child rights and
related. maltcrs

One of the various functions assigned to the Commission under Section 13(1) (j) of the
CPCR Act, 2005 is to inquire into complaints and tzke suo mofy .notice of matters relating to (i)

~ deprivation and violation of child rights and (ii) non-implementation of laws providing for
protection and development of children. -

The Commission hiad taken suo-motu cognizance of newspaper repoits on the incident of
death of 26 school children in government run tribal residential school since 2014 in Telangana.

Accordingly a team from the Commission comprising of the following visited Khammam district
from 24" 10 25® Hm.ﬂﬂl b 1o inquire into the matter:-

(i} s Rupa Eapeor, Member, NCPCR
(iy  Shii I’{aahz--nm"‘r Achyuta Reo, Memnbe: TSCPCR
(i) Ifls Priyanka Singly, JTE, HCI'CR

The Commission recommends to the State Government and District Administratic:. o
initiate immediate action on the issucs listed below in order to ensure protection of the rights and

entitlements of children. The following recommendations arise from the visit for action at the
District and State level:

“Health:

} ¢ Immediate transfer of children from girl's hostel to bigger facility so that basic rights are

ensured.

Intervention {o stop the deaths and for prevention of such fatal diseases in guvﬂnmenl
run Tribal Residential Schools.

Access 10 adequate nutritious food on a regular basis, both the quantity and quality of
food emerged as an issue in Ashram schools. Monitoring and ensuring provisions for
adequate food, vegetables, milk end epgs as parl of the diet should be done on regular
basis. .

24 hour ambulance facility in the hostels along with appointment of dedicated in house
doctor in all the tribal residential schools in Khammam district on hour basis.

s5q1 d@, gRal® [|eE, 36, sEgy, 99 Reil-110 001
5th Floor, Chanderlok Building, 36, Janpalh, New Delhi-110 001

it‘ﬂﬂffPh_ - 011-23478212, 23731583 $98 /Fax : 011-23731584
Web | www.ncpor.govin
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Periodie health check-ups of all children and a visit by the nearest PHC doctor at least

once every week;
Improvement of water and sanitation facililies on priority basis.

Infrastructure

Repairing/reconstruction of buildings of all ashram schools/tribal residential schools in
Khammam District. Constitute commitiee comprising District Administration and BDOs
or BEOs, representatives of Zila Parishad, Block Panchayats, Bal Bandhu (BB) resource
persons to conduct audit of these schools. Proper indicators with 2 base line of health and
nutritional status, and educational/scholastic level for audit be developed and pmﬂl:]:uil. to
all commitiee members. The exercise is to be repeated every six months.

During the Member's visit, it was found thal there were inadequacies related to the hostel
building, bedding, clothing, fumniture, stedy materials and functioning of Tribal Hostel.

Hence availability of facilities as per the norms to the children on priority basis may be-
ensured.

- Creation of infrastructural facilities for classrooms, toilets, storage, bathrooms, board,

~ kitchen, school uniforms, soaps and other supplies in zll other Ashram Shalas in the

Hiaff

district; _ '

Appoinimeil of stall inevery Ashram Shala against sanctionad posts. 1t will be helji to
cnsure quality learning,

Regular training/orientation for headmasters and wardens on 'TE Act/POCSO/) Act.

Appointment of female warden at Ashram School and a helper 1o assist young children in
all ashram schools on priority basis.

Review of existing protocols for safety and security of children to see whether they are
being followed or not. No male staff to be posted in the pirls’ schools. Full time warden,
counsellors should be appointed on priority basis.

There should be continuous monitoring by social worker in the schools who are trained in _
the child rights issues: Stern action must be taken on officials responsible for such a bad
condition in the schools. Steps must be taken to make the schools child friendly.

A special drive must be carried out in regard of mapping of the other tribal residential
schools and ensure. proper monitoring to be done on regular basis covering cducation,
health and others facilities. The Gram Panchayats, Project Officer and the Tribal

Development Department to monitor teacher's regularity and conditions of the ashram
shalas.




—

+ Strengthening ufcourdinalldn between the Education Department and the Department qf
Tribal Affairs is requested to be ensured by the concemed District Magistrate,

+  Availability of extracurricular activities: The Commission recommends introduction of
children to other extracurricular activities like such as yopa, music, dance, self-defence
training or children’s parliament ete. The Commission recommends introduction of
appropriate recreational and sports activities for children in hostels.

* Establishment of a complaint box in schools for children’s grievances including

complaints of corporal punishment and abuse. It will be important to highlight the
"grievance redressal mechanism for ¢hildren.

You are requested to submit a detailed action taken report on the action taken in
cach of the above.

With regards,
_ Yours sincerely,
Enci: Copy of Tour Report sdf-

{Steti Kaeker)

D Beiiv Eharma,

Chief Secretary,
Govémment of Telangana,
Hyderabad, AP

Copy 10: Chairperson, Telangana State Commission for Protection of Child rights,

Integrated Child Prptection Scheme (ICPS), Dept. Of Women Development &
.Child Welfare Government of Telangana, II Filor, Swama Jayanthi Complex,

Besides Maithri Vanam Complex, Ameerpet, Hyderabad — S00038, Tel: 040-
23733665 '

Mw\f

(Stuti Kacker)
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Dear

#s you are aware, the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights [NCPCR) is 8
statutory body constituted under Section 3 of the Commission of the Commission of Child Rights
(CPCR) Act, 2005 {Mo.4 of 2006) for dealing with child rights and related matters.

Member NCPCR Smt. Rupa Kapoor had visited Varanasi District in Uttar Pradesh from ™ to
th ftay, 2016 to monitor different povernment programmes and schemes running in the district,
with regard to children’s health, nutrition, education and welfare (report attached). The Commission
recommends the State Government and District administration arising from her visit to initiate

immediate action on the issues and concerns listed below in order to ensure the rights and
entitlements of children:

R.ECDMMEND.H.TIEJNS

1. AWCS/ICDS

i. Status of Hot Cocked Meal: During the visit, il was found thal children 2:¢ only getting dry
supplementary nitsition. Hot cooked mzal is distributed only for 5 months it a yea:, The
Commirsion reauires 1o know the cureent status of hol cooked mcals cistrioutsd in A0 T,

il. Growth Monitoring/Weighing Machines: The Cominission takes very serious cognizance of
the fact that there is no weighing machines/growth charts or non functional weighing
machine available in AWCs that the team visited. This is of grave concern to the Commission
as it is clear that in absence of proper growth monitoring, identification of malnourished
children/SAN children would not be possible, The Commission direcis the State to provide -
2 report on the current <t2tus en functional status of weighing machines in the AWCs of
the State and its plan to ensure each AWW has a-functional weighing machine.

fii. MNutrition Rehabilitation Centre: The Commission takes very serious cognizance of the fact
that there are only 10 beds in Mutrition Rehabilitation Centre in Varanasi District. The
Commission requires to know the status of NRC and what measures are being taken for
severe malnourished children when NRC is fully occupied. The Commission recormmends
increase in beds in NRC and also initiate mobile medical services so that medical facilities
can be reached out to the children in rural areas.

iv. Availability of 5taff: It was observed that there isa huge gap in the supervisor grade (MS5) in
AWCs, The Commission directs State to provide data on staffing gaps currently existing in
the supervisory and COPO cadre and plan to fill these gaps.

o\& ;s&"‘f’
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v. Capacity building of AWWs: It was observed that there were lack of information and
awareness among AWWSs/Supervisors/CDPOs regardtng their job responsibility. The
Commission requires to know the current status of training of AWWSs/
Supervisors/CDPOs,

vi. Malnutrition: The Commission would like information on any programmes. being designed
for Community Based Management of Malnutrition in Uttar Pradesh.

vii. Infrastructure of AWCs: During the visit, it was found that AWC (Bazardiha Village) do not
have their own building and it had been running from rented place. The Commission
requires to know the current infrastructural status of AWCs alonpwith plans of
improvement with time lines.

viil. Rent: At one AWC (Bazardiha, Varanasi), where AWC did not have their own building, some

~ discrepancy regarding receiving rent was observed. The AWW of AWC who had been

running the AWC from rented place, claimed that she had not been receiving rént for the

past years. The Commission recommends an enquiry into the matter and also expediting
paymenti of rent to the AWC concerne d.

L, CClsfICPS

i.» Availability of CCs for girls: Government must ensure one Children Heme for girls in
Varanasi District with immediate effect and till it is actualized, the same may be assigned to
an appropriate nrganisatmn after due venfrcalmn as a stop gap arrangement.

i, Aveilability of Staff in Chiidren Home: It was nbscrveﬁ that there were lack ¢f staff in
Government Children Home for boys, Reminagar. Children were cooking meaals and aleo
cicaning toilets and bathrooms on regular basis. The Cemmission dizets to provide date

© onstafiing gaps currently existing in the home and |:|1;.15 o fili these paps.

fii. The Commission takes very serious cognizance of the fact that there is no immediate medical
facility available for survivors of sexual abuse. Commission directs District Administration
for immediate intervention to‘identily and appoint one hospital to assist survivors of
sexual abuse for their medical and counsefing services.

. Monitoring of CCls: The Commission recommends concerned authority to moenitor the

CCls regularly so that the irregularities can be checked and if they do not follow the

norms they need to be closed down. The Commission desires a status report on the
same.

v.  Rehabilitation of Children in CCls: During interaction with some children it was observed
that there was delay in-restoration/transfer of juvenile due to non-availability of escorts
by the Home. It was noted that some of the children who are willing to go back to their
parents and were aware of their address/contact details were found staying in the
children home, Commission directs District Administration for immediate intervention
for their restoration and desires a status report on the same.

vi.  Child Abuse in Children Home for boys: During interaction with some children it was

observed that there were complaints of physical abuse by the staff of home. Commission
~ directs District Administration for immediate action in any kind of physical or sexual



abuse with children in CCls as this is-an extremely seripus ofience and the guilty need
to be punished. : 1

vii.  Vocational Training: During the visit, it was found that the vocational trainings available

in the CCls were outdated useless for gainful em ployment. The Commission recommends

“goncerned authority to introduce those vocations which have subspquent employment
opportunities for children in CCls. The Commission desires a status report on the same,

viii.  Availability of [CP5 Staff: State to provide data on staffing gaps currently existing in the
ICPS and its plans to fill these gaps.
iz, Training of ICPS StafffSIPU: It was observed that there were lack of information and

awareness among ICPS stali, The Commission requires to know the current stdtus of
training of ICPS staff/SIPUs,

x. Registration of CCls: The concerned authority to de mapping of all the Child Care
Institutions (CCls) in the district and ensure their registration especially NGO run homes
under 1 ACT, and alse submission of inspection reports to ensure protection of children

against any child rights violations, deprivations or subject to any kind of physical or
: sexual abuse,

3. The Commission recommends District Administration tu':nurdinate with the railu;ay.

aulhority. in curbing the trafficking of children at the source paint while bozrding the
trains.

You are requested to submit a detailed action taken report on the action taken in each of the
alionke )

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

(S1uli Kacker)

\/S,hri Aok Ranjan,

Chief Secretary,

State Government of Uttar Pradesh,
Secretarial, Lucknow,
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As you are aware, the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) is,
a statutory body constituted under Section 3 of the Commission of the Commission of Child
Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005 (No.4 of 2006) for dealing with child rights and related matters.

Member NCPCR Smt. Rupa Kapoor had visited Vishakhapatnam District on 6™
August, 2016 to monitor different government programmes and schemes running in the
district, with regard to children's health, nutrition, education and welfare {report attached).
The Commission recommends the State Government and District administration arising
from her visit to initiate immediate action on the issues and concerns listed below in order .
to ensure the rights and entitlements of children:

RECOMMENDATIONS

i.  Availability of Staff in Children Home: It was observed that there was lack of
Counselor in Government run Special Home cum Children’s Home and Observation
Home for girls. The Commission directs to fill these gaps in staffing at the earliest
and District Administration for Immediate Intervention to Identify and appoint one
counselor to assist girls living in CCls.

ii. The Commission observes that there is lack of basic facilities in the Home, like lack of
beds, mattress and maintenance of the premise. Commission therefore, directs
District Administration for immediate intervention.

iii. Rehabilitation of Children In CCls: During interaction with children it was observed
that there was delay in restoration/transfer of juveniles. It was noted that some of
the children who are willing to go back to their parents and were aware of their
address fcontact details were also found staying in the Children's Home.
Commission directs District Administration to arrange for immediate restoration
after following due procedure and desires a status report on the same especially
restoration of children belonging to Odisha State should be done on priority.

iv.  Availabllity of Recreational Facilities: During the Member's visit, it was found that
the recreational facilities available in the CCls were inadequate for children. The
Commission recommends introduction of appropriate recreational and sports
activities for children in CCls.

5a O, gels fafegn, 36, sy, wE Rwh-110 001
Sth Floor, Chanderlok Building, 36, Janpath, New Delhi-110 001
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v.  Maintenance of Records: During the Member’s visit, it was found that records were
not properly maintained in the CCls. Commission directs District Administration to
instruct ICPS staff and CCls staff to maintain records on regular basis and also
instruct them to prepare the individual care plan of all children in the Home.

vi.  Infrastructure of CCls: During the visit, it was found that Observation Home for boys
and girls does not have proper classroom setting and teaching materials. The living
space was also less in proportion to the strength of children in home. The
Commission directs that the needful is done. Further the children living in CCls /
Observation Home especially should also be segregated according to their age.

You are requested to submit a detailed action taken report on the actions taken
in each of the above mentioned issues.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

Encl: Copy of Tour Report
{Stuti Kacker)
\/é Satya Prakash Tucker, L.A.S

Chief Secretary,
Government of Andhra Pradesh,
Secretariat Office: L Block, Sth Floor,Room no-506
Phone: 23456026,23456604

Fax: 23451861
Email: sptucker@ap.gov.in




B

Annexure - XXII

It {1

wf w53 GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
. Stuti Kacker iy A S S S
S NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS
Chairperson 7 Rei-110 001
e New Dalhi- 110 001 NCPCR

D.0. NCPCR/3501/04/2016-Assam [ S ‘i’—’*!
Date: 21/09/2016

pear . Plpenderia, 45927

The MNational Commission for Protection of Child Rights [NCPCR) was constituted under
section 3 of the Commission for Protection of child Right Act 2005. One of the major function of
the Commission under section 13(1) (a) s to examine and reviewed the safe guards provided by
or under any law for the time being in force for the Protection of Child Rights and recommend
measures for their effective implementation.

2. To assess the situation of children in Child Care Institutions and in remote areas of Assam, a
team ledby Ms. Rupa Kapoor, Member, with SCPCR, Assam made a visit to Observation
Homes and Children Homes, Assam from 18th July to 22™ July 2016.(copy of report attached).

3-Besides Inspecting the Homes, the team from NCPCR interacted with district officials of
Sonitpur to discuss the issue of rights of children in tea gardens. & meeting with officials from
various departments and civil societies was also held to discuss the issues of child rights and
entitlements viz: Right to Education, child labour, child trafficking, health and nutrition of
children etc. We invite your kind attention to the gaps observed and recorded by the NCPCR
team during their visit to children homes, observation homes and a remote village of Assam.

4. In view of the broad observation made by the team, the Commission recommends the
following actions by concerned department of the State. An action taken report may kindly be
furnished to this Commission within 15 days.

I.  Women and Child Development

1. To adopt a robust mechanism of monitoring and Inspection of Children Homes and
Observation Homes and regular submission of inspection reports to ensure protection
of children against any child right violations, deprivations or subject to any kind of
physical or sexual abuse.

2. Mapping of all the Child Care Institutions by Department of Women and Child
Development, Assam,

3. The State run home for women and children at Jhalukbari needs to be improved as it
was found by the team, that inner compound of the home was filled with the stagnant
water breeding mosquitoes, (i) the case records of women suffering from mental health
disturbances were not filled properly. Commission has suggested for free legal aid to
women at Jalukbari home through DLSA and State Commission for Women, Assam.

541 OF, Sne [AfST, 36, 99Y, 78 Bw-110 001
Sth Floor, Chanderlok Building, 36, Janpath, New Delhi-110 001
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4. Child Welfare Committees to be strengthen and inspections should be done by Child
Welfare Committees. Social Investigation Reports (SIR) to be submitted by CWC
members of each child living in Children Home.

5. Experts must be involved by the District authority to assess on the basis of modemn I1Q
and aptitude tests about the way, in which such Children can be mainstreamed.

6. Provisions should be made for medical care in the Children Home and arrangement for
regular medical checkup with a doctor or at least a nurse. Also the child/woman should
be medically examined thoroughly and her medical chart should be maintained and if
any such disease is diagnosed then it should be treated properly.

7. Members of CWC should inspect these Homes once in every fortnight and a report
should be submitted to the D.P.O of the same. Similarly the D.P.O. should also visit
these homes periodically.

8. All the places where these children are kept should be inspected routinely by the district
administration and it should be seen whether the children living in these homes are in a
healthy state or not. Also it should be seen whether the place is hygienic and is fit in the
best interest of children.

9. Advanced 5kill Development programme for children in child care institutions should be
introduced. Make available specially trained teachers for handling the differently-abled
children and women of Jalukbari home, particularly the children with intellectual
impairment. Effort may be made to make appropriate arrangement for children with
special needs.

10. Appointment of Computer Instructor, Music teacher and Librarian for children living in
all the Children Home especially in Children Home, Jalukbari, and observation home for

boys Boko, as it was observed by the team, that children were Interested in learning
skilling activities.

11. Nutritious food should be provided to all children living in Children Homes and children
should be involved in deciding the Weekly Menu of food, as it was shared with the team
that in children are not being involved in deciding the menu.

Il. Labour Department
1. Labor Department, Assam should map the tea garden areas to ensure no child labour. A
thorough search should be conducted over the whole district, for detecting cases of
child labor and immediate rescue, restoration and rehabilitation of such children should
be dene. Education facility should be provided to all the rescued children under NCLP.
2. Criaches for children of tea garden workers should be established.

3. Training and orientation of officials mainly Child Welfare Committees with regard to
child rights issues should be conducted on a regular basis.



Education Department

Team visited Narayanpur Tea Estate at Sonitpur District. The team members interacted
with the children and their parents. Local inhabitants dwell upon various problems being
faced by the children in their effort to get better education, health facilities, eradicate
social problems, hygienic environment etc. Most of the lower primary schools are
functioning in a single hall wherein all students from different classes sit together

without any partition. Poor infrastructure- no toilets, no desk and benches were also
some of the major issues.

The team also visited a remote village of Kokrajhar, pre dominantly a minority area,
where a relief camp after the 1993 ethnic violence was set up. Children from villages
such as Jamalguri, Maliouta, Beltoli etc. come there for education

Mapping of drop out students should be done by the Education Department and efforts

should be made to enroll them in age appropriate classes through special coaching
under RTE Act.

Distribution of Mid- Day Meal should be ensured, safe drinking water should be made
available to all the students and separate toilets for male and female should be made

available In every school, as it was reported to the State Commission that there are no
separate toilets available for the girls In schools.

3. Special Educators and School Counselors to be appeinted in all the schools of the State,

Encls: Tour report of Member NCPCR.

Department of Education to conduct sensitization programme on Corporal Punishment
ACross the state to educate and sensitize the Schoaol
authorities/SMCs/Teachers/Education Officers to prevent the incidents of Corporal
Punishment.

Home Department

Training of all the Officials, CWCs, LIBs, Police, in dealing with children of sexual offences
under POCSO Act 2012, Sensitization programmes for Police personnel as children of
Observation Home, Boko reported incidences of torture by police.

Establishment of special Courts under POCSO Act needs to done early.

Principal Secretary, Home to review the status of missing children at least once in a
quarter if it is not on monthly basis.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

(Stuti Kacker)

Shri Vinod Kumar Pipersenia

Chief Secretary

Government of Assam

Assam Sachivalaya, Block C,

3rd Floor, Dispur, Guwahati-781006

j—-"——ﬂ.z_.ll-l-'\f
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Copy to:

Chairperson.

State Commission for Protection of Child Rights. Assam,
Jayanagar. Six mile. Guwahati (Assam),

P.O. Khanapara. Guwahati-32,

Fax: 0361-2220283. 2733892, Tel: 0361-2638654 .
Email: ascper@redifimail.com
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Dear HD'lL Il

Please refer to the news report appeared in “Rashtriya Sahara” Delhi Edition dated 4.5.2016
relating to serious breach of security ete. in Government Uhsenmtiun Home situated at Suraj Kund,
Meerut in Uttar Pradesh. As per the news report; two groups of inmates of the Observation Home
had quarreled and in this situation, the staff of the home ran away from their duty, It was also
mentioned that the inmates threw stones on the Police and Administrative Officers who reached
there after recelving the information of the incident. Taking advantage of the situation 13 of them
escaped from there but were |ater on brought back to the Observation Home.

.2. The news report mentioned also about the unrest among the inmates on account of
rismanagement of the home and poor quality of food given to them.

- 3. Taking cognizance of the news report, it was decided that a team of NCPCR shall visit the
Observation Home and conducted an enquiry on the spot. Accordingly, a team of NCPCR visited
the Observation Home on 4/5/2016. During the visit the team interacted with the inmates and also
the officers present there, A group of local people, including ladies, residing near the Observation

Home also approached the team and appﬁsed the team members about their version of the
* problem.

4, The observations am_:l recommendations of the NCPCR team are _enr.lnsed,

E. You are requested to send an action taken report on the recommendations of NCPCR within
30 days of receipt of this letter.

With regards,

Your sinceraly,

ﬁw

(Stuti Kacker)

Shri Alok Ranjan

Chief Secretary

State Government of Uttar Pradesh,
Secretariat,

Lucknow, UP
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Observations and Recommendations of NCPCR team which visited Government
Observation Home at Surajkund, Meerut on 4.5.2016

OBSERVATIONS;

The Observation Home has got very poor infrastructure and is situated in a

“disadvantageous location both from the point of view of the inmates as well as the common
people resldlng nearby.

“In Dctuber. 2015 also a mmpiaint was received in the Commission about four
inmates escaping from this very Observation Home ‘and no report from the District
. Magistrate has been received till date on that incident. Thus, frequent incidents of such a

serious nature prove that there is a regular system failure which allows ‘such incidents to
happen again and again.

(ii) - After ta'lkfng to the 48 anates present at the Home at the time of team’s visit, it was
- clear that there is a strong” undercurrent of dissatisfaction and frustration among the
inmates arising out of many unsolved issues like poor quality food supplied to them,

unreasonable space for their ‘normal activities, indifferent and- unsym]:':aﬂ'leuc behavior . of
the staff, Inadequate bedding efc.

(i)  During the visit, it was very visible that the supervision nfthe home is really poor and
atfitude is indifferent. Superintendant Incharge, Mr. Mithilesh Kumar appeared to be at loss
for answer when asked about the various problems highilighted by the inmates. The
incident which triggered virtual revolt of the inmates was, acute sickness of one inmate
named Master Shivam and‘the totally indifferent attitude of the staff on arranging for
required medical relief including ambulance etc. when other juvenile inmates approached
them for the same.. One juvenile named Master Sagar even told that the reply of the
- Superintendant was “marfa hai to mare”. 'When we confronted the Superintenidant about
this, he turned to some other inmates who replied that the medical relief was prowded on
time. It is clear that there are two groups along the inmates who have gol some issues

between them and fight frequently. Some inmates even told that some-of them had got
supply of liquor-and drugs.

(iv)  When we specifically asked about the sanctioned strength of the staff and about
those who are presently posted, it was informed that against the sanctioned strength of 18,
only 11 are in place. The crucial post of one Assit. Superintendant, one Case Worker and
three posts of Care Taker are lying vacant. The insufficient and visibly inefficient staff
coupled with poor infrastructure, and poor quality of food are in itself potent and consistent
triggers for any such unrest any day. A very important point to note is that most of the
inmates are there in connection with heinous crimes. During our visit, some of the inmates
appeared to be beyond 18 years. Some of the inmates complained about non permission
to them to appear for school examinations in their respective districts.

(v)  Some inmates did have lot of frustration arising out of the delay in decision on their

cases and also complained of corruption among the Police Officials who allow them to meet
their family members only after receiving some bribe.

(vi) It was clear after talking to the inmates that the desired medical facilities at the
Observation home like regular visit of the doctors are not at the level recommended for



Homes. On being confronted for answers on this issue, the Superintendent was at a loss
for relevant records of regular medical check up of the inmates and simply mentioned that
the ‘records may be with the Nurse. This also shows that inefficiency of the officers
iricharge of the home is one problem triggering such incidents, absence of moniloring /
supervision by theiq superior officers adds to the problem.

(vii) The continuous hostility between the inmates inside the Observation home and the
residents of the nearby houses is a big and serious issue. Considering the frequent breach
of security by the inmates and the feported indecent behaviour of the inmates towards the
residents of the nearby homes (the complaints of residents were very specific and sen'ous
in this regard) any day a serious and law & order siluation can arise. -

‘In view of the above observations, the team sftrongly feel that the fc-!lw.rlng
recommendations may be conveyed to the Government of Uttar Pradesh as preventive and
comective measures for not allowing such incidents to happen in future.

. RECOMMENDATIONS.

-{l)  The inmates of the home or the home itself needs to be shifted immediately to
a safer deaner and well managed premises which should be away from the residential
area, Till it is done, a small police force needs to be posted right in front of the Observation
home. on ‘a regular basis so as to prevent recurrence of such incidents as well as any
possible confrontation between the inmates and residents of surroundings area. Also, the
sanclioned strength of the staff should be immediately made available to the home for day

as well as night duty.: The Sunenntendent incharge should be replaced by an efficient
person. .

()  Poor quality of food, poor bedding, no spaceffacility for any creative pursuit
and poor medical facility have to be viewed seriously for corrective measures otherwise in
future lhe inmates can repeat such unruly behaviour.

(i) Considering frequent incidents of inmates escaping from this home and reported law
and order situation triggered by such incidents, -the higher authorities concemed with
supervision of such homes have to monitor the situation on regular basis and they need to
form a review team which should visit such homes regularly and submit quarterly reports on
all issues including the facilities which should be there as per the law and the ground level

situation against each of those faciliies. Sensitization in new JJ Act is imperiant in case of
" all the funclionaries incharge of the home.
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To,

Secretary

Women and child Development
Secrelariat Headquarter at
“NABANNA” HRBC Building, -
325, Sarat Chatterjee Road,
Howrah —711 102, West Bengal
Phone: 23341563

¢-mail: secwedsw@wb.qgov.in

thjuct:flrrcguhﬁtins found at Korok Observation and Juvenile Home for Boys, Jalpaigudi,
Darjelling and Coochberg during the visit of the Hon’ble Member Shri Vashwant Jain

Madam,

National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has been constituted under the
provisions of the Commissions for Protection of Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005 for protection of
child rights and ether related matters. One of the functions assigned to the Commission under Section

13 (1)) of CPCR. Act is to inguire into -::omplmnts and suo motu cognizance in relation to dtpnvauun
and violation of child rights.

¥ & The team ﬁ'nm NCPCR led by Shri Yashwant Jain visited Korok Observation and Juvenile
Home for Boys for Distt. Jalpaigudi, Darjelling and Coochbehar on 07.03.2017. Children Home,
Juvenile Home and Special Home are running in the same premises. Exit, dining area are the same for
all the children. One male of 23 yrs of age was also found in the Observation Home who got entered

when minor. There are chances that the children who are in need of care and protection and JCLs can
interact with each other.

3 After perusing the complaint, the Commission has taken cognizance of the matler and directed
that the matter be referred to you for investigation/inquiry and take further necessary action. A factual
report, along with authenticated copies of the relevant documents, be sent to the Commission within

30 days of issue of this letter. The Report should indicate inter-alia the information on the following
points

Q} \qﬁfﬁ?ﬁ'ﬂ ae, Tt fatee, 36, sy, 73 faeei—110 o0
N\ I"d Floor, Chanderiak Building, 36, Janpath, New Delihi-110 001

FTI /Ph. 011-23478261 e [Fax: 011-23724028
I-HA-E-mail ; yashwanl.ncpor@govin



i.. CNCP, JCL and the children living in Special Home should be kept in separate buildings
ii. Separate arrangement for dining area/exit for the children.
ifi. Whether any certification being provided by the govi. &s on observation home?

.ﬁf_ li'case, any other Commission duly constituted under any law, has also taken up this matter
vith you or any other authority, & copy of their communication may also be furnished.

‘5. Please quotc the number and date of this lefter meationed at the top wh''z responding.

Enci: As above

Yours faithfully,

r
% 8 e

{(ashwant Jain)
Member
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D.0 No:i601/05/2016-Child Labour| U3 3 35

Date:19-07-2016

Dm!.ﬂ‘%: §ﬁ_t_h&

Delhi's culture has been inflvenced by its lengthy history and historic association as the
- capital of India. The sad plight is that when the tourist are wondering across Delhi, they come
across beggars who are trained to become persistent while begging and one is bound to give
them money. This is showing the poverty of our country building a hegative image about India. -
It requires an urgent legal and Social approach to address this issue.

ws 13(1) () of the Commission of Protection of Child Rights"Act 2005,the commission
inquires jnto the complaints received and repistered by it reparding the violation of child rights.
Besides w's 109 of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) Act, 2015( JJ Act,2015) the
commission is mandated to monilor its 1mplemmlatlun

The ettention of the commission has been drawn by various complaints and throu gh
) 1]1:: representation by civil society organization towards the issue of Child be.ggmg in Delhi. The
commission organize a’series of meetings with various stakeholders including Childling, Delhi

In‘.gal service authority, members of CWC, Delhi Police-and women & Child Depariment
Government of Delhi md:swssmis issue,

Dunng the course of discussion it was noted that the begging b}r children on the streets of -
. Delhi is a violation of child rights. The children should have been in the schools rather then on
the streets soliciting or receiving alms under any pretence. It is the duty of the slate to ensure that
zll the children goes to the school and live in the safe environment rather then sound begging on
‘the streets. Further it was also noted that many children in Delhi are working as a Child Labour
in various establishment interfering with their ability to attend regular schools and effecting their’

physical and mental growth. Ne:adlcss to mention that many of these children are working in the
hazardious conditions.

* In this regard the commission has directed the fu!lpwing measures (o be taken by
Goverament of Delhi to prevent Children from begging and Child labour.

1. - There is a need to rescue the Children from the undesirable condition of begging And
child labour on the street. The Government of HCT of Delhi to make an action plan at all
the three levels namely pre- rescue, rescue and after-rescue ofthe children.

53 ad, Tsas [AfE, 36, 99y, 72 Rewil-110 001
5th Floar, Chanderlok Building, 36, Janpath, New Delhi-110 001

T /Ph. 1 011-23478252 G /Fax : 011-23724028
Web : vww.ncper.gov.in, Lodge your complaint al; www.chaalnidan.nic.in
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2. As you may be aware that Child Begging and Child labour are prohibited w/s 76 and w's
79 respectively of the JJ Act 2015. Further you may be aware that Child cruelty is a
punishable offence u/s 75 of the said Act. However the commission has been informed
that till date no case has been registered since the coming into the force of JJ Act 2015.As
such there is a need to have an Inter Departmental Coordination among the various

* .departments of Delhi. In this regard a copy of the “Action plans for abolition for child
labour in Delhi 2010” is enclosed which could be used as 2 model for inter Departmental
coordination, S

3. In this regard list of areas where -:.in‘ldrm are found begging is enclosed for your ready
reference. '

4. The Government of Delhi to ensure regular Reid, Rescue and Rehabilitation of Children
found begging on the street.

It is required to send a report of action taken to the commission at the earliest within 1 '
month. - '

‘With regards

Your sincerely

=

(Yashwant Jain)

Shri Kewal Kumar Sharma,

Chief Secretary, Govt. of NCT of Delhi
A-Wing, 5th Floor, Delhi Secretariat,
New Delhi-110113
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Hew Delhi-110 001 _ NCPCR

D.0O Mo 1601/05/2016-Child lebour

Date: 22.7.2016

Your Excellency,

Delhi’s eulture has been influenced by its lengthy history and historic association as
the capital of India. The sad plight is that when the tourist are wondering ecross Delhi; they
come across beggars who are trained 1o become persistent while begging and one is bound to

give them money. This is showing thc poverty of our country building & negative unage about
Indig. It requires an urgent legal and social approach td address this issue.

ws 13(c) of the Commission of Protection of Child Rights Act 2005he commission
inquires into the complaints reccived and registered by it regarding the violation of child

rights. Besides ws 109 of the Juvenile Justice {Care and Protection) Act, 2015 the
commission is mandated to monitor its implementation. '

The attention of the commission has buen drawn by warious complaints and
h the representation by civil socicty organization towards the issue of Child begging in
B-elh The commission organized a series of meetings with various stakcholders including

Chtidlmt Celhi Legal service euthority, members of CWC, Delhi l’uhm: antd-women & Child
Depariment Government of Delhi to discuss this issuve.

During the course of discussion it was noted that the begging by children on the ~
streets of Delhi is a violation of child rights. The children should have been in the schools
rather then on the streets soliciting or receiving alms under any pretence, It is the duty of the
stale to ensuré that all the children goes to the school and live in the safe environment rather
then sound begping on the strecls. Further it was also noted that many children in Delhi are
working as a Child Lebour in various establishment interfering with their ability to allend
regular schools and effecting their physical and mental prowth. Needless to mention that
mzny of these children are working in the hazardious condifions.

[n this regard the commission hes directed the following measures to be taken by
Government of Dejhi to prevent Children from begeing and Child labour:

1. There is & need (o rescue the Children from the undesirable condition of begging And
-child labour.on-the siregl-—The Goveriment of NCT of Delhi to make anzetionplan at
all the three levels namely pre- rescue, rescue and afier-rescue of the children.

597 fa, Taale [fE, 36, o0, 7 Rell-110 001
A 5th Floor, Chanderlok Building, 36, Janpath, New Delhi-110 001
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Web : www.nepengovin, Lodge vour complaint at: www.ebaalnidan.ric.in
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" 2. As you may be aware thai Child Begging and Child lzbour are prohibited w/s 76 and
ws 79 respectively of the J) Act 2015, Further you :i-my be aware that Child cruelty is
a punishable offence w's 75 of the said Act. However the commission has been
informed that till date no case has been registered since the coming into the force of JJ
Act 2015.As such there is a need to have an Inter Deparimental Coordination among
the various departments of Delhi. In this regard a copy of the “Action plans for -

abolition for child labour in Delki 2010 i is enclnse:d which could be lssed as a model
for inter Departmental coordination. .

. Afist of areas in Delhi vhere l::hlldmn are found begging is enclosed for your ready
reference.

It is requested that His Excellency may direct Gov:rnman-. of Dethi and Delhi Police

"to ensure regular Raid, Rescue and Rehabilitation of Children found begging on'the
streetl.

© With rcgarﬂs,

Yours mnnre]}',

"\.G
{Y:Lshwan t Jain)

H.E. Najeeb Jung,
Lt. Governor,
Lt. Governor’s Secretarial, Raj Niwas,
Raj Niwas marg, Delhi, Pin - 110054 .
+ Ph. 23945971, 23965022, 23978089, Fax: N23945010, 23937099




POCSO e-box

When you get an unsafe touch, you may feel
bad, confused and helpless
You need not feel "bad" because it' s not your fault

Press This Button

NCPCR POCSO e-box on

E-mail: pocsoebox-ncper@gov.in, www.ncper.gov.in
Mobile: 9868235077



NCPCR

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS

oth Floor, Chanderlok Building, 36, Janpath, New Delhi-110001
Phone:011-23478200 Fax:011-23724026
Website: www.ncpcr.gov.in, Lodge your complaint at www.ebaalnidan.nic.in
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