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lndia i5 committ€d to achreving the Sustainable Oevelopment Goali includina Go'l 5

which arms to A.h,eve gender equoltv ond enpower otl eomea dnd girls: and ta'eet s 3

which focuse5 o Eliminotton oJ olt hormfut proctices such os chitd' eotlv on<l lorced
md.rioge Gove.^nent of lndia in the Naiional Plen of Action for childre^ {NPAc) 2016' also

atns to educe inci.lence of eo.tv mo.noge, especiollv ddong grL The NPAC' 2016 has

hrghliSlrted th.t It wlll reduce p.evalence ofchild ma.riaBe to 15% bv 2O21'

ln lndla, thouah .hrld marriaae.s showing a decrlning tre'd, but the nuEber ol chird

ma.riates ttill remalns hlgh, The National ramllv Health Su'vev 4 {NFHS 4:2015-16)

incllcates that arcund 47.4'/" of the women ln the aae a'ou9 20-24 Years were mar'red

befor€ attainina 18 years, whi,e 32.3% of hen l' the 
'ae Sroup 25-29 vears were ma"ied

berore attaming th€ leAal.Se of 21Y€ars

The pra.tice ol child ma..iaa€ curtails rhe chlld's nSht to prote'tion, Pa'ticipahon
and develophent. Given ihe importance of the lopic, Nat'onal cohmlssion of Protection of

Chlld Rights (NCPCR) in collaboration with YounS tives lndia has b'ought out this repod

ti::led A Stotisticol A.olvsis oJ Child Monioge ih th.lio: Bosed on Census 2O'"'The repori not

only provldes evldence but also covers lssuer rel.ted to Eenesis of chrld marri'ge in lndla'

leSal p.ovisions, causes and .onsequences of child m.riage 'nd 
exi5tinB Aood Practices

initiated to Drevenons and reducinA chrld marrl.Be trend at the natlonal, realonal and

I would llke to thank Dr Renu singh, Counrrv Oire.tor YounA Lives lndia and h€r ream

for supporting and undenakinB this studv

As l^dia 8ee6 up to prevent and reduce chtld marriage, I hope thlt reporr, which has

identifi€d 70 disrlctt with the hiBhest incrdence of child marriaae {bY Aender' age Aroup

and location) sp.ead over 13 States, wil pave the wav fo' proactve State and Oistrlct lever
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lntroduction

This chapter defines the practice of child marriage and looks at it genesis and evolution in the

lndian context. The reform movement to abolish child marria8e, including the various

legislations drafted overtheyears, is alsodetailed he re. The global scena rio ofchild marriage in

South 45ia is also presented here.

1.1 lntroduction

Early and child marnage has been a preval€nt practice at different points in the history

of almost all societies around the globe, including Europe, the United States and the

Middle East. Out of the global population of 68 million women aged 20-24 who married

before age 18, more than one third or 24 million live in South Asia1. Accordint to UNICEF

(2014), almost half ot all tirls in South Asia (46 per cent) aged 20-24 reported marrying

before the age of 18, while one in five Birls (18 percent) were married before the age of
15. The highest prevalence rate of child marriage reponed by 20-24 year olds was in

Bantladesh (where two out of every three girls married before a8e 18), followed by

lndia, Nepal and Afghanistan.

ln lndia,the pracdce hasori8insBoing backtoancienttimesand it persists even today,.

Child marriage as defined by lndian Law ls a marriage in which the girl or the boy is

underage, i.e., under 18 years ofa8e for thegirland 2l years forthe boy!. Child marriaBe

Irom the rights approach is a violation of human rights. The rightto free and fullconsent
to a marriage is recognized in the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR)

and in many subsequent human rights instruments. Consent cannot be'free'and'full'
when at leastone paftner is immature. Yet manyBrls, and also boys, enter into marriage

without any chance ofexercisingtheir rightto choose. Some are forced into marriage at

a very early age and others are simply too younB to make an informed decision about

their marriage partneroreboutthe implications of marriage itselI

Maraiage at a young age hasfar reaching consequences for both girls and boys in terms

oftheir overall development and in making tmportant life decisions and securing basic

freedoms, including pursuing opportunihes' for education, earning a sustainable

livelihoodandaccessingsexualhealthandrithts.ChlldmarriaBehasprofoundphysical,

intellectual, psycholoBical and emotional impact on both boys and girls, lt results in

cuttin8 off childhood, educational opportunities, attainment of employment and

curtails the role the children can take as adultsto productvely contribute in their own

juNrc.r A0r.)rmprcn4chidrcn s !va, rE^dom 
^. 
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development and to the economyofthe country, Fortirls, it enlarEes therrfertility span,

which almost certainly results in premature pretnancyand multiple pregnancies and is

likely to lead to a life6me ofdomestic and sexual subservience over which they have no

control . Combined with malnutrition, it often results in physical wastage, birth

complications and delivering'of low birth-wei8ht babies with reduced chances of
survival, addihg to both higher infant mortality and maternal mortality ratio.

Tracingthetenesls ofchild maniage ln lndia

The contemporary practice of child marria8e in lndia receives social, religious and

economic sanctions. lt is rooted in rigid societal norms and serves to perpetuate long-

standint social inequalities and power structures. More broadl, chiid marriage

reinforces existing inequalities between men and women and among different

economic classes, castes, and reliEious and ethnicgroupst.

As recorded inseveraldocuments,the concept of love and courtship prevailed amongst

younB men and women in ancient lndia, They also had the freedom to choose their
partnerwithout any fear ofdisgrace. The marriage was performed only when both boys

and girls reached maturity with mutual understanding and afterobtaining the consent

of the male kin of the Birl. There was no concept of early marriageG. Though child

marriate in lndia has early origins, the practice gained momentum in the medieval

period due to the incessant wars and political instability that the country witnessed.

Duringthisperiod,thefeelin8oflnsecurityresultedinseveralchangeswithinthesocial

system and its fabric. This included parents transferring the burden of care of girls to

husbands and in-laws as early as possible. The risk ofnotfindrngsuitable troom resulted

in customs like child-marriage, Sati, wearing the veil (Ghunghat) and many more which

also indicated the lowerstatusof womenT

A study by Bhatats reveals that child marriage began only after 600 AD under the

influence of the writn8 such as the Dharmasutra and the Smritis. These texts warned

that the parents and guardians who keep an unmarried girl after attaining menarche

would go to hell. ln additjon, the Dharmasutra focused on the imponance ofvirginity.

Moreover, transgressing virginity also meant disgrace to the family and parents. The

emergence of the patriarchal social structure further spurred marriage of girls at an

earlyage, preferably before puberty, and most certainly on attaining menarche. Asan

outcome, child marriage stanede. Under the influence of religious writings, child

marria8es in the Hindu communrty spread faster and took deeper roots in lndian society

from the 7'" century onwards. lt was also advocated that an early transfer oI a girl into

.irNrcE l2@1) E.ry M d:3.r cnid spou$r, rim.eid Di3.n hne5 //yBy un.+ft o@/qubrkarionvpd?d,.! 7. pdr
lhtrp.4*wniEmimrpubk^tr /nr€rrM_eFn_1H lt.Ddr
hE//tr,!.ev.dRldra@1sr69r1.rdr

http5:/,4lwrc*adel?..,pcbl'..ion/2943606]7D.l.t.li.eoIt,



A StatisticalAnalysis of Child Marriage in lndia Based on Census 20Xl

her husband's household would ensure her adiustment in her marital homelo.

Few others are of the opinion that finding letitjmacy through rehgrous texts, this

formerly'upper-caste'practice ofchild marriage became widespread across society by

the 19th century . By adherin8 to rigid social norms about what was considered as an

'ideal match', child mariage made it easter to protect'blood pufltyrand social

boundaries. lts pnmary function was to ensure that childbearing took place wrthrn the

confines of one's own caste and reli8ion. Girls were commonly married before they

were 10 years old, and the ceremony was conducted whenever a potential match was

found, sometimes even in the child's infancy. ln such cases, the ritual was separated

from theconsummation ofmarriage, which was permitted (andencouraged)assoonas

the bride attained pubertyl'z. The socio-cultural logrc of child marriage has been well

argued by Subramaniam, who pointed out that early marriage was also SUpported by

the ideology of excludin8 females from having access to the social and material

resources ofthe family. Dowry historically emerBed as a practce ofBiving gifts to the girl

at the time of marria8e instead of trving her the share out of the familV wealth which

was retained by sons!. The in-laws preferred younB brides who were likelv to be timid,

docile and obedient and followed family norms wrthout resrstance. Accordingly, the

dowry price increased as the girls Brewolder".

Political mobilisation led by reformers within lndia and abroad resulted in the &e of
Consent Act, 1891 being introduced to address child and early marriage in lndia. The

Mysore state forbade arranginB or helping to arrange the marriage ofgirlswho had not

completed 8 years of age as early as 189413. The Baroda Early Marriage Prevention Actof

1904 declared 12 years as the minimum a8e of a bride, while lndore state in 1918

prescribed 14 years for boysand 12 years forgirls asthe minimum aBe of marriaBera.

ThemovementEainedfurthermomentumwiththel92lLeatueofNationsConference

on trafficking of women and eirls. With renewed zest, reformers now started

introducing Acts in the lndian letislature as a way to impact the issue, though these

were shot downrs, Finally, in 1927, Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda introduced the Child

Marftaee RestraintBill, settingthe minimum a8e of marriage at 14 year5 for girls and 18

years for boys. ln 1929, lndia formulated the Child Marria8e Restraint Act (CMRA), 1929,

popularly known as the Sarda Act, which prohibited marriage ofgirls belowthe age of 14

years and of boys below the a8e of 18 years15. After independence, the Child Marriage

RestraintActwas modified and in 1978, an amendment resulted in the minimum age of

marriage for girls being prescribed at 18 years and lor boys, at 21 yea6. ln 2006, the

'o(.D.dE,r M Oe6) M.r'.!.andramry nhdia london o oduirv.6'typre$
irl.imsarh, c N 0e.,1)
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Sarda Act was replaced by the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act 2006, because of the

independent attention that itgotfrom the women's movementrT.

fhe Prohlbialon oI Child Mottlogc Act 20(fi declarcd child marriaBes below the
stipulatedaBe asa cotniza ble offence. The most important clause in theActwassection
16 which directed state Bovernments to appoint Child Marriage prohibition Officers
(CMPOs) to prevent solemnization of child marriages. However, most of these legal

efforts were intended to reduce the fertile years of girls within marriage, and thus to

limit the country's population groMh and reduce health care costs. None of these

efforts were focused on empowering younggirls oron challenging patriarchyls.

Despite these effortstocombatchild marriage and to dealwith the reasons of its origin

and rationale, the practice continues to be rampant.

Geographical spread of child marriate

AccordinB to a study by the United Nations Children's Fund (UNtCEF, 2014), about 7OO

million women around the world reported being married before 18 years compared to
156 million men1e.

GlobalScenario: Child marriage is most common in the world's poorest countries. The

highest prevalence rdtes of women in the age group 20-49 years reportint entering

marriage.before 18years arein South Asia(56 per cent), followed byWest and Central

Alrica (46 per cent), Eastern and Southern Africa (38 per cent), Ladn America and the

Caribbean (30 per cent)ro. Child marriage is also common in the Middle East and Nofth

Africa with 24 per cent women reporting getting married before age of 18. ln recent

times, there has been an increase in the incidence ofchild marriage amongstfamilies in

situations of forced displacement. Out-of-school Eirls are more susceptible to child

marriage, which has leapt fourfold among Syrian refugee girls in Lebanon, Turkey, and

Jordan'z1.

Howevei thou8h the median age at marriage is rising around the world, including in

developing countries2z, child marriage continues to be prevalent in some regions ofthe
world. A number of governmental, non-governmental and community organizations

are working to decrease the number ofchild marriages in their respectve communities

and regions.

'(u@ R Oerlrn Hdbr,orDorn c lorwonenr turrll.id kmi.Bm I
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The scenario rn certain Asian countries in terms of child marria8e and interventronS to

curb the same is presented below:

Nepal is one of the poorest countries in the world, currently ranking 157 out of 187

countfles on the Human Development lndex. Nepal has the third hi8hest rate of child

marriage in Asra, after Bangladesh and lndra. The median a8e that eirls marry in Nepalis

17.2 years, a fi8ure that masts the true extent of the problem in the country ln Nepal,

both Eirls and boys are at the risk of child marriage, although Eirls are more likely to be

married as children. According to UNICEF, 37 per cent ofgirls in Nepal marry before age

18. Ten per cent are mar.ied by a8e 15'zr. A 2012 NGO study found that 34 per cent of

boys marry before aBe 19'?4. The age of legal mafiiaBe for both boys and girls is 20 in

Nepal". The government has pledged to end child marriate by 2030, and in 2015

adopted a broad strateey on endrnE child marriage. A number of child protection and

welfare schemes by the Government of Nepal, including a scholarship program, are

attempting to encourage girls to continue on to secondary school and complete their

studies'z6. ln 2008, a program Chunauti supported by USAID and implemented by CARE

was ini$ated to decrease the harmful practices of child marriage and gender-based

vrolence rn three distncts of Nepal - Dhanusha, Mahottari, and Rupandehi - and to

strengthen the enabling environment at the national and district levels. The program

tackles these rssues through behaviour change communication and social mobiliza6on

in Nepal".

Bangladesh has one of the highest chrld marriage rates in the world. At present, the

minimum age of marriage for women is 18 with no exceptions, but the government

proposed to allow 16- and 17-year-old girls to marry with parental consent, a change

thatwould constitute a defacto loweringofthe age ofmarriage, as most marriages are

arranged by parents. Bangladesh government data indicates that the peacentage ofBirls

rnarryin8 before age 18 declined from 65 per cent in 2014 to 52 per cent in 2016, and

that 18 per cent of eirls still marry before the age of 15, the highest rate in Asia and

among the highest in the world. ln 2014, the government pledged to end marriage of
children youngerthan 15 bV 2021, and marriaBe youngerthan 1E by 2041.1n 2016, the

Sovernment undermined progress toward these goals by coritinuing to push for

weakening ofthe law governing the minimulh age ofmarriage,s.

RecoEni2ing the enormity of the problem, international and BanBladeshi aid agen.ies

and instituhons have been working together to reverse these dangerouschild marriage
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trends. Since 20O1, a pilot intervention KishoriAbhi.ian {AdolescentGirls'Adventure) led
by a consortium of international and localorganisations aims to lower schooldropout
rdtes, increase girls' independent economic adivity and raise the age of marria8e.

Evaluation findints indicate that participants waited significantly longer to marry. The
pro8ramme led to perceptible increases in self-employment and part-hme employment
opportunities for participating Birls of all ages, and all participants demonstrated
increased knowledge about health, family planning, nutrition and the causes of
disease':e.

Child marriage is a contentious and complex issue in lran also where it has been
prevalent since pre-revolutionary times. The UN Children's Rights Committee reported

that the age of marriage forgirls is 13, that sexual intercourse with girls as young as nine

lunaa years was not criminalized, and that judges had discretion to release some
p€rpetrators of so-called honour killings without any punishment. Child
marriage-though not the norm-continues, as the law allows girls to marry at 13 and

boys at age 15, as well as at younger ages ifauthorized by a judEe3o. According to a 2O1O

report, the number of child brides underthe age of 10 in tran had actually doubled over

the previous three years. The repon also showed that 42,OOO marriages involved Eirls
between the ages of 10 and 14.

Child marriage is one ofthe most press ing developmenta I cha llenges in pakistantoday,

with approximately 2l percent ofgirls in th€ country married off before the age of 18. ln

January2016, a proposalsubmitted to parliament aimed to raisethe legalminimumage

from 16 to 18 years for fumales and introduce harsher penalties for those who arrdnge

child marriage was withdrawn following strong pressure from the Council of lslamtc

ldeology. The council cridcized the proposal as 'anti,lslamic' and 'blasphemous', As part

ofthe "Girl Power Program" launched in 2010, Plan lnternafional has set ip a series of
non-formal education (NFE) centres in various communities across Pakistan. They aim

to fast-track girls'education to grade 10 so they can get a school leaving certificate as

wellas receive education on basic life skills such as health, sanitation and sexualand

reproductive rights, As of 2012, Plan lnternational's NFE centres have educated over

11,000 Birls and women across Pakistan. The centres play an important role in delaying

child marriage as wellas supportinggir,s who are already rnarried3l.

lndla ranks 6th among the top 10 countries with high rates of child marriage among

women3z. Though several studies aBree on the declining trend of child marriate
globally, in lndia, the pace of decline is slow and there is still a high proportion ofchild

tlhne//8Epadfr ..un,pa.n&/5i6/a,i.pdiiqihrqub.pdvchNdr.zoMaiiE
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marriages happening herer3. The median age of marria8e for women increased from

18.2 (census, 2OO1)to 19.2 years {Census, 2011) and for boys this increased from 22.6

(Census 2oO1) to 23.5 years (census, 2011). lt is important to remember that behind

these national averages lie both inter and intra-state variations in the median age of

child marriage, There are also variations across different socialand ethnicgroups and a

few ethnic groups such as tribal communihes have lower rates of child marriage

compared with the majority of the population. A recent study as mentioned earlier

(UNlcEF,2014) reveals that 156 million men alive today globally were married as

children.TheAnnualHealthSurvey34 rn lndia has ind icated that more boysthangirlsare

getting married before the le8al age35. Despite this fact, little attention in terms of

research and inteNention programmes has been paidtothe issueof child grooms.

Oata availability on child mar age

ln lndia, apart from the National Family Health survey (NFHS), there are severalother

larBe scale data sources which provide information on marria8e, including child

ma.riaBe, such as District Level Household and Facility Survey (DLHS), the lndia Human

Development Survev (IHDS) and Census. Howevet while most of these data sources

help in examining the trends and prevalence of marriage, the Census data enables the

analysis of incidence of marria8e not only atthe state level, but also at the district level.

L,4

DLenhaeshe R (2010) rh. unrordms slory or tho s€nd oomosEphrcronsdon. Populal6n and o.vekrpmonr 36(2),211-251
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Flqadnan, h.c'd.. aeem ior a th.e y.d p€nod 2007 to 2009 etrEdourin20romd2011

Prevalence (Prevalence Rates):

It is the proportion ofpeople in a populahon

who have a particular characteristrc at a

specified point in time, or over a spe€ified

period oftime, The numerator includes not

only new cases, but also old cases {people

!^/ho remained illduring the specified point

orperiodintime).

However, in the context of child marriage in

report, prevalenceof child mafi iaBe istaken

as the percentaSe ofwomen and men in the

a8e group 20-24 a^d 25 29 years

respectively who are maried before the

legalage at anytjme point.

lncidence (lnridence rate I

lncidence is a measure of characteristrcs

that allows us to determrne a person's

probability of being diagnosed with that

particular characteristrcs on a given perlod

of time. Here the numerator includes only

However, the incidence of child marnage

can be defined as the number of ever

married perions who were married befor€

attainingthe legal age of marriage (18 years

in case ofgirls and 2l years in case of boys)

among the total popularion of that
parhcular age group, Here, ever-married

includes currently marned, widowed,

divorced and separated persons,
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The NFHS and DLHS provide prevalence rates for ever married women of age 15-49

years and men ofage 15-54years whereas the Census providesdata on current marital

status (currently married, widowed, divorced, separated, and never married) bycurrent

age and marital duration (in completed years). To examine the current situation of

marriage, incidence rate is obviously a more powerful indicator compared to
prevalence. The purpose of this study is to understand the current scenario of child

marriage in lndia, so as to develop strategies to preventaswellas reduce child and early

marriage. Given this objective, rt is important to understand the rncidence of child

marriage ratherthan its prevalence, for which Census data has been drawn upon forthe

presentstudy.

National Family Health Survey (NFHS)

The National Family Health Survey (NFHS) is one of the important data sources in the

country. lt provides information on severalsocialand health issues at the nationaland

state levels. Usually, the NFHS survey is conducted after every six vears. However, the

most recent suNey (2015-16) was conducted atter a gap of ten years. The other

importantdata source on popula6on i.e. theCensus is always undertaken aftera gap of

ten years and conducted in the first year of each decade. The most recent Census was

undertaken in 2011. So, it is worthwhile to review the latest information from NFHS lV

(2015-16) data on the prevalence of chid marriage with respect to men and women

across states and to compare with data available from NFHS lll (2005-2005). Fitures 1

and 2 presentthis data, where the prevalenceofchild marriage amongwomen (Figure

1)is taken as the percentage ofwomen aBed 20-24 years who were married before the

legalage of 18 years. ln case of men (Figure 2) the prevalence ofchild marriage i5 taken

as the percentage of men in the age group 25-29 years who were married before the

legalage of2l years.
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Figure 1, 2: Percentate of Men age 25-29 yeaG fiarried before age Zl years (%)
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It is clear from the comparison of NFHS-lll to NFHS-lvthat the decline in the prevalence

of child marria8e in lndia, as reported by women aged 20-24 and men aged 25-29

reduced from 47,4to 26.8 per cent for women and reduced from 32.3 to 20.3 percent

for men. All states reported a decline in percentages across the two rounds for women

married before the age of 18 years, except in Manipur. Noteworthy is the fact that

severalstates like Chhattisgarh, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand, Haryana, Sikkim, Rajasthan,

Punjab and K€rala reported a positive trend of decline in prevalence of around 50 per

cent and above ofchild marriage for women (Figure 1). lnterestingly, the fi8ures Ior men

in the ages of 25-29 years who reported marriage below the age of 21 years present a

mixed picture. Four states, namely Punjab, Odisha, Himachal Pradesh and NaBaland,

showed an impressive drop of around 50 per cent in the prevalence ofchild marria8e for

men. However, it is disturbing to note the increase in the prevalence of men marrying

before 21 years in the states of Goa, Delhi, Assam, Manipur, Tamil Nadu and Tripura.

There is obvior.rslya need for systematic research to analyse these trends.

censurdata on child marriage

Fi8ure 1.3 shows the percentage of men and women married by age group, based on

Census 2011.It is clearthat about 3 percentgirls in the age group 10 14 were married,

while only 1.6 per cent of boys were married in this age group. About 20 per cent of

adolescent girls were married bythe age of 19. When itcomesto boys, only 5 percent

boys were married before attainingthe age of 19 years.

Fiture 1.3: Pe.centage of ever-ma,ried men and women by age-groups, lndia, Census 2011
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Although the nationat statistics showa hiBh rate ofchild marraage in the country there

are large regional variations within the country35. AccordrnB to a study bY Desai and

Andrist (2010), in general, lndian women are married before the age of25 years, with a

tight clustering of marriate between 17 and 19 years

Rationale of the current research

There are only a few 5ources which provide data on incidences of child marriage Such

data is necessaryto examine the changes in trends ofchild marrtage across different ag€

groups, for both boys and girls in lndia. ln this context, the present report aims to

prese nt the situation ofchild marriate byexaminingthe incidence ofthis phenomenon

across states and districts based on Census 2O11data, wlth to the Soal of identifyingthe

high incidence districts and states. This information will enable States and UTs to

develop strate8i€s and intervenhon programmes to address child marriage through

micro planningfor hiEh incidence districts
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Laws and policies pertaining to child marriage

This chapter provides an overview of the various laws pertaining to child marriage in lndia as

wellasthe differentschemesthatthetovernment has launched withthe aim olempowering

young people, particularlythe girl child.

2.1 lntrodustlon

ldeals of human welfare and concerns have to be supported by a legislatrve framework

and appropriate policies that can ensure the wellbeing of people. The rights approach

shifts the focus from welfare to rights and entitlements. lt makes it obligatory for the

State/Government to grant riBhts to its citizens. lndia has ratified almost all the

international conventions on human rights, especiallv those with relevance to child

marriage and protechon of young people. These include the Convention on the

Elimination ofAll Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), the United Nations

Conven6on on the Rithts ofthe Child (CRC) as wellas the Optional Protocolto CRC on

Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography. The Sustainable

Development Goals (SDG's) have also highlighted the importance of addressing child

marriageand for the first-time ta.get 5.3,'eliminate allharmfulprachces, such as child,

early and forced marriage and female genital mutilations'. 6oal 5'Achieve gender

equality and empower all women and girls', calls out to nations to work towards the

same. lt i5 important to recoBnise child, earlyand forced marriage not onlyas a series of
human rights violations, but also as a barrierto development,

Several provisions in the Constitution of lndia impose on the State the primary

responsibility of ensuring that all the needs of children are met and that their basic

human ri8hts are fully protected. Children enjoy equalrights as adults as perArticle 14

of the Constitution. Article 15(3) empowers the State to make special provisions for

children, There is an array of laws (criminal and civil), both at the national and state

levels toensure the best interestsof children.

Laws prohlbiting child marriage

Child marriage in lndia is an age-old practicethat has both socialand religious sanction

and cuts across allsections ofthe society. Recognizing child marriage asa socialevilas

earlyas the 19th century social reformers in lndia havetried to eradicate this paachce.

The Penal Code of 1860 declared consummation of marriage as rape iI the wife was

Chapter 2
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below 10 years ofage and prescribed severe punishment. This was followed byvarious

Acts that penalized child marriate. The Child Marriate Act of 1872 raised the aee of
marriate to 14 years fortirls. The Age of Consent Act prohibited consummation below
12 years of ate in 1925 and raised it to 13 years in 1928. Subsequentiy, a Bill was

introduced which later become the Child Marriage Restraint Act (CMRA) of 1929,

popularlyknown as theSarda Act. The Act prohibited marriage ofgirls betowthe ageof
14 years and of boys below the age of 1837. ln 1978. this law was amended to make it
more effective and raised the minimum aEe ofmarriage to lE vears forgirls and 2l years

for boys. However, despite the exrstence ofthis law child marriates continued to take
place due to severa I loopholes in the law; for example, non-compliance ofage does not
invalidatethe marriaBe. Enforcement only imposed penatties and mild punishments did

not serye as a deterrent. Further, the lack of a common civil law also weakened the
enforcement. lnadequate and inefficient system of registrahon of births and deaths

failed to provide a8e proofuniversallyand rendered it inetfective.

The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (PCMA), 2006 was notified in January 2OO7 to
overcome the constraints of the former legislaton in effectively dealing with the
problem ofchild marriages in lndia. The provision ofthis law can be classified into three

broad ca teBo ries:

B.

c.

(A)

Prevention
Protection
Prosecution of Offenders

Prevention

The law seeks to prevent child marriages by makint certain actions punishable and by

appointinB certain authorides responsible for the prevention and prohibition of child

marriages. These officers are responsible for ensuring that the law is implemented

effectively. lt is also the responsibility ofthe communityto make use ofthe law, More

specifi callyunderthe lawi

L The solemnization ofchild marriage is a cognizable and non-bailable offence3B

ll. Child MarriaBe Prohibifion Officers (CMPOs) are to be appointed in every srate

to prevent child marriates, ensure protecton of the victims as well as

prosecution of the offenders3t,
lll. The courts have the power to issue injunctions for preventing child marriage

fromtakingplaceao.

,r4F', A Q@rt chrd aich$ in rndi
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(B)

t.

.

t.

(c)

t.

Child marriage will be declared null and void if the injunction against a child

marriage isviolated, orifthe child istaken awayfrom his/herlawfulguardian by

enticement, force or use of deceitful means, or is sold or trafficked for the

purpose ofmarriage4r.

The law lays down penal provisions forthose who solemnize child marriaees42.

The CMPO and District Collectorare responsible for sensitization and awareness

creation in the community43.

P,otection

The law makes child marriages voidable by giving choice to the children in the

marrageto seek annulment of marriage44,

It providesfor maintenance and residence ofthefemale contracting partyas.

It grves a legal status to all children born from child marriages and makes

provisionsfor theircustody and maintenance46.

The law provides for all support and aid including medical aid, legal aid,

couhselling and rehabilitahon supportto children oncethey are rescued4T.

The Child MarriaBe Prohrbrtion Officer has been empowered:

- to provide necessary aid tovictims ofchild marriageas.

- to provide legalaidae, and

to produce children in need of care and protection before the Child

Welfare Committee or a First Class ludicial Magistrate where there is no

Child Welfa.e Committeeso.

P,osecution of Offende.s

The law provides punishment for an adult male above 18 years ofage marrying a

child'.

It also lays down punishment forthose performing/conducting/abetting a child.

-sdon 8(4)aod 16 F)ld),PcMA2005!seoon3lr):nd 3lr, PcMA2006
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marriaget2.

lll. lt prescribes punishment for promotint or permitting solemnization of child

marriage, includinB for parents, guardians or any other pe6on/ association/

organizations3.

lV The law clearly states that women olfenders in any of the above categones

cannotbe punishedwith imprisonment. However,theycan be penalized by way

of imposition ofa fines.

V Mechanisms underthe law

The authorities identified for prohibitinB child marria8e under the present law

are:

Child Marriage Prohibition Officer
District Magistrate
First Class Judicial MaEistrate or Metropolitan Magistrate
Police
FamilyCourts

Any person(s)called upon bythe State Government to assist the Child Marriage

Prohibition Officer. These could include - a respectable member of the locality

with a record of social service, officer of the Gram Panchayat or Municipality,

officerofthe government or public sector undertaking, office bearer ofany non-

governmental organization.

Vl. ReportingchildMarrlates

. Any person can report an incidence of child marriage before or after it

has been solqmnized. An immediate report needsto be made to:

. The Police

. The Child Marria8e Prohibifion Officer or such persons as may be

appointed to assist him/her

. First Class Jud icial Magrstrate or Metropolita n Magistrate

. Child Welfa re Comm ittee or a member of the Chlld Welfare Committee

. Child tine

. District Magistrate

nfrrnsio D dio u Ut, tcMA 2006
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vll. Complaint

A complaint can be filed by any person, includingthose who report an incidence

of chrld marriage. Such persons may includel

A person who has reason to believe that a child marriage is likelyto take place

Apersonwho has personal informahon

School teachers, doctors, ANMs, anganwadi workers, village level workers, SHG

members, village elders, neighbors etc.

A parent or guardian ofthe child.

The Child Marnage Prohibition Officeror persons appointed to assrst her/him

Anon.governmental or8anization havint reasonable information

The PCMA has limitations because it fails to declare all child marria8es as

illegals's. The law makes child marriages voidable only when children or

Buardians seek annulment of the marriage. ln this sense, it presumes that the

child is ableto exercise heragencyto say no to child marriage and thatthere are

appropaiate support systems and rnstitu6onsto enable a chtld to defy marria8e

and also to rehabilitate her ln reality, it is unlikelythat the guardian willtake the

initiative and risk termrnating a marriage. Also, the provisions of the PCMA are

diluted by the personal laws rn the country. For example, the Musltm personal

law lays down the age ofpuberty as the a8e ofmarriage.

Thesection below highlightsthe contradiction that persists in lndia's plurallegal

system on the legalaBe ofchild marriate. s6

. Hindu Marriage Act (HMA): Under the HMA, marriage ofgirls and boys

below the age of 18 years is punishable. However, the punishment

provisions only apply to the couple; even where a child marria8e occurs

without the agreement ofthe parties themselves, there is no penaltyfor

the parents or guardians who aftan8ed the marriage or for the officials

who solemnized it. Marriages below the a8e of 18 are voidable only ifa

eirlwas married beforethe age of 15 aod challen8es the marriage before

she turns 18.

. Muslim Personal Law: Though un-codified in lndia, Muslim personal

rrNcPcR hnp //NFi.ov h^'.r_nh p6p?id.166
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laws establish puberty - which is presumed to be at 15 years ofage-as
the minimum a8e of marria8e (Sagade). Since marria8e is considered a

contract under Mushm law the marria8e ofa girlabove this age without

her consent is legally void (SaSade). Parents or guardians are permitted

to arrange marriages on behalf of girls below the age of 15, but girls can

utilize the 'option of puberty' to render such marriates void.-However,

this option is only available if a girl challenges the marriage before

turning 18 and if the marria8e has not yet been consummated

(Dissolution of Muslim Marriates).

lndian Christian Malriage Act (ICMA): The ICMA requires that a

preliminary notice for all marriages involving girls below the age of 18

years and boys below the age of 2l years be published at least 14 days

priortothe marriage.

Pa6i Marriage and Divo.Ee Act (PMOA): LJnder the PMDA" the marriage

ofa girlunderthe ate of 18 years is invalid. However, in the provision of

grounds under which a marria8e can be declared void, a8e is not

included.

Jewlsh Personal [aw: Under the Jewish Personal laws, which are

uncodified, the minimum age of marriage for Birl is puberty which is

presumed to occur atthe age of 12.

Reglstration of Marriages: At present, there is no such law to provide for compulsory

registraton of marriages in the country The Registration of Births and Deaths

(Amendment) Bill, 2012 was introduced in the Rajya sabha on May 7,20125?to include

the registration of marria8es within its purview, Different states continue to formulate

their own rules reSarding reBistration of child marria8es, in the absence of a national

otherlawsthat may have relevance to child marriage include the Juvenilelustice (care

and Protection of Children) Act, 2000, the Domesdc Violence Act, 2005, and the

Protectionof Childrenfrom SexualOffences(POCSO)Act, 2012.'s

The ruvenile Justice (care and P.otedion of Chlldren) Act,2015 is the main legal

framework for juvenile justice in lndia. lt ensures proper care, development, treatment

and socia I re-integratio n of ch ildren in diffe re nt circu m sta nces by adopti ng child frie ndly

approach in the best interest of the child. This Act was preceded by.luvenile Justice

srre i.sl'Eron or Binh5 And Dedhr (Ame idnent) 3'll, 2012 u'l No xx r
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(Care and Protection of Children), Act 2000 which was further amended in 2006 and

2010. lt laysdown a uniform leSalf.ame worktodealwith social maladiustment. TheJJ

Act, 2015 has replaced all corresponding laws relatinB to iuveniles in conflict with law

and children in need of care and protection.5e This law, brought in compliance with the

1989 UN Conven6on on the Rrghts ofthe Child (UNCRC), repealed the earlierJuvenile

Justice Act of 1986 after lndia sitned and ratified the UNCRC rn 1992. This Act has been

furtheramended in 2006and 201050. UndertheJuvenileJustice (JJ) Act 2015, Juvenile

lushce Boards have to be constituted in every drstrict under a Metropolitan / Judicial

Ma8istrate of First Class. TheJJAct20l5addedthedefinrtionofthoseatimminentrisk

of marriage before attaininE the age of marriage and whose parents, family memberc,

Euardian and any other persons are likely to be responsible lor solemnization of such

marriage6!. Special Juvenile Police Units shall be provided special traininB and will

coordinate with the regular police to make sure that children rescued from child

marriagesaretakentotheChrldWelfareCommittee/.ludicialMaBistrateofFirstClassas

the case maybe.

The Constitution of lndia recognizesthe vulnerable position of children and their rights.

Therefore, following the doctrine of protective discrimination, it Buarantees in Article

15 special atten6on to children through necessary and special laws and policies that

safe8uard their rights. The right to equalit, protection of life and pe6onal liberty and

the right against exploitation enshrined in Articles 74,15,16,71,21,23 and 24 f'Jrther

reiterate lndia's commitment to the protection, safety, security and well-being of all its

people, including the grrl child. The lndian Penal Code (lPC) contains certain provisions

that can be used to book a case ofchild maraiage orforced marriage. Under section 366

of the lPC, kidnapping/abduction of a woman to compel her for marria8e or for rllicit

intercourse and use of criminal intimidation or any other method of compulsion is a

punishable offence. Section 496 makes going through a marriage ceremonv with
fraudulent intention a punishable offence. With an amendment to the criminal law tn

April2013, Sectron 370 ofthe IPC now contains specific provisions to dealwith human

traffickingforpurposesofsexualexploitation,slaveryandservitude.Thisprovisioncan

be used to book a case of tratficking for marriage also, though marriage is not
mentioned in itexplicitly.

National policies, plans and str.tegies

The Government of lndia has undertaken both policy initiatives and implementadon of
programmes aimed at changing social norms and mind-sets of people to ensure

delaying the age of marriage and pregnancies ofyoune girls. Some ofthe national level

policies formulated since 2000 are presented here. These policies eitherdirectly aim at

2.3
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(1)

12)

(3)

(4)

orincludedelayingageatmarriaBeasanimportantcomponentsz.

National Population Policy, 2000 with a Boal of achievin8 100 per cent

registration ofbirths, deaths, marriage and pregnancy by 2010.

National Pollcyfor Empowerment of Women, 2OO1 was conceived to introduce

interventionsand special protrammes to impact delaying the ageofmarriage so

that by 2010, child marriage is eliminated.

National AIOS Preventlon and Cont.ol Policy,2002 aims to promote better

understandingof HIV and safe sex practices amongthe population, including the

youthand adolescent.

Thc NationalYouth Policv,2003 and the more recent Na6onal Youth Pollcy,

2014 emphasize the multiple needs ofthe young and identifies 11 priority areas

and mulfipronged actions with specific strate8ies to address the needs of
adole5cents in a holistic manner.

National Plan of Action for Children, 2005 aimed at achievinB 100 per cent

registra6on of births, deaths, marriages and pregnancie5 by 2010, elimtnation of

child marriates by 2010, and stopping sale of children and all forms of child

trafll cking, includ ing for ma rriage63.

National Pollcy for Chlldren, 2013 recognizes every person below the age of

eighteen years as a child and covers all children within the territory and

lurisdiction ofthe country lt adheres to the Constitutional mandate and Euiding
principlesof UN CRC and reflects a paradigm shiftfrom a 'need-based'to a rights-

based" approachs'. lt recoEnizes that a multi-sectoral and multi-dim€nsional

approach is necessary to secure the rights of children. The Policy has identified

four priority areas: survival; health and nutrition; educadon and development;

and protection and participation. As children's needs are multi-s€ctoral,

interconnected and require collective action, the Policy calls for purposeful

conve rEence a nd coord ination across different Sectors a n d leve ls of govean a n ce.

NationalPlan ofAction torChildren ( PAC)20166, succeeds the Plan ofAction

adopted in 2005. The previous plan had identified 12 key areas including

'complete abolition of child marria8e'. The NPAC, 2016 aims to reduce incidence

of early marriage, especrally among girls. The N PAC, 2016 has highlighted that it
willreduce preva lence of ch ild marriageto 15 percent by2021.

(s)

(5)

(7)
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Although there have been concerted efforts towards actualizint the intent of these

policy rnstruments, most ofthe Soals set out in these policy documents have not been

achieved so far. To add further impetus, the Sovernment has also undertaken other

inihatives to create an enabling environment for improving the status of the Sirl child

and to discourage child marnages. These tnclude declaringJanuary 24th as'NationalGirl

Child Day'to sensitize people and create awareness about the Birl child, organizing

awaaeness generation workshops, seminars and campaigns, and encouraging State

Governmentsto take special initiattves to discourage child marriages on Akha Teej - the

traditional day forsuch marriages.

Another rmportant initiahve taken by the Ministry of Women and Chiid Development,

which still remains in draft form, is the National Stratety Document on Prevention o,

Child Marria8e (2013)which aims to present the Governmentof lndia's strate8icvision

to eliminate the practice of child marriagec'. lt provides broad Suidance to state and

district governments to help them shape their interventions to end child marriage lt

adoptsa holistic and ecological model and envisionsa comprehensive approach tochild

marriage involving partnerships within and between the Centre, State, voluntary

organizatrons, families and children/adolescents themselves. This document outlines

gtrategic directions to prevent child marria8e under each thematic area includinB law

enforcement, access to quality educatlon and other opportunities, changinB mind_sets

and social norms, empowerment of adolescents, knowledge and data management and

development of indicators that can be monitored. These need to be implemented by

various stake holders including the central tovernment, state governments, local self-

BOVernments, civil society and non-governmental organizadons using converEent and

multi-dimensional approaches (Ministry of women and Child Development, 2013)57

This strategy was also accompanied bY a draft National Plan of Ac6on on Prevenhon of

Child Marriage63 which proposed strategic interven6ons using convergent and multi-

dimensional approaches.

Some ofthe Boals proposed in the plan ofaction are asfollows:

To enforce PCMA 2006 and related laws and policiesthat can discourage child marriage.

To improve acce5s to qualityeducation and oth er voca6onal opportu n itie s.

To initiate programsthatenable community mobilizatlon and outreach tochange social

normsandattitudes.

om opn. , covernne or hdB l2or3l hdp://ww i.d!w.d M n/.h rdw.rhro/5tB'ee.hilcNkc. pdr)
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To build skills and capacities ofadolescentEirls and boys.

To collect data, initiate research to inform protrammingand interventions

To develop monitoring and evalua6on systems for measuringoutcomes.

To improve co.ordination, communication and monitoring among those involved in the

implementation

However, the strategy and plan ofaction has not been approved as on date.

The recent Policy for Skill Development and EntrePreneurshiP, 2015, superseding the

NationalSkill Development Policy, 2OO9 acknowledtes that "women constitute almost

half of the demographic dividend. Thus the key challenge here is to increase their

participation in the labour force, which is directly linked to economic groMh of the

country Mainstreaming gender roles by skilling women in non-traditional roles and

increasint Be nder se nsitivity in the workplace willhave a cata lytic effect on productivity

and will be a smart economic decision." lt also highlights the need to meet the rising

aspirations of the youth through focusing on advancement of skills that are relevantto

the emerginB economic environment Various provisions made in this policy do'ument

include quality vocational education, building a pro-skilling environment amongst

youth, special programmes for skilltraining to provide sustainable livelihood options

and establishment of Kaushal vardhan Kendras at panchayat level for mobilizing and

lmparting skills pertaining to local employment/livelihood opportunities to school

drop-outs, adolescent girls, housewives and rural youth6s This is an opportunity that

can be utitised to engate both adolescent boys and girls, specifically sch ool d rop-ot'jts to

enhance their skills and prevent them from entering into marriage or unskilled labour

markets.SuchtrainingwillequiptheyounBboysandtirlswithskillsandearningswhich

willhelpthem make better informed choices abouttheir lives'

Laws.nd policieron child marriage: AsYnthesis

Needlesstosay,that mere enacting of laws and making policy provisions have not been

sufficientto combat the practice ofchild marriage, which continues to exist even todaY'

seven decades after independence lt is felt that these laws and policies have not

considered th e socio cultu ra I determ ina nts of ch ild m a rriaBe adeq u ately Am endments

made to the laws and policies have also be€n inadequate, and display a piecemeal

approach without taking an integrated view of the practice For example' the

Prohibition of Chlld Marrlage AGt, 2006, which has been strengthened considerably'

has a focus on prohibiting rather than restraining child marriage The provisions for

2.4
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enforcement have also been well defined, yet it has not made much impact in changing

the incidences of marriage of girls aged 16-17 years. Obviously, its enforcement and

implementation has not been to the desired level. Clearly, laws and policies need to be

supported bV effective actions and interventions to create a social consciousness in

favourofdelaying marriageofboth boysand girls so as to enable optimel development

oftheyouth populace.

Laws require to be reviewed periodicallyand be aligned with internationalstandards of
human rights and child 8hts given in CRC. Advocacy related to entitlement cannot be

Lrnder scored. Laws also need to be demystified for raising awareness and legal literacy

amongst masses. The ultimate aim is to bridge the gap between law in theory and law in

practice; law has to be what law does.

lnterventions to support pollcies

ln order to translate policies into action, the Government of lndia and NGOs have

attempted effective interventions that are likely to delay the age at marriage for girls in

particulat These interventons are designed to provide opportunides for girls to
continue their education, learn skills to be able to earn monev, and develop and trowto
be healthyand confi dentyoungwomen.

1, The Rajiv GandhiScheme for Empowerment ofAdolescent Girls: The scheme

aims at covering all out-of-school and school going adolescent girls in the Ete

Broup of 11to 18 years. They assemble atthe AnganwadiCentre on a fixed day at
regular intervals, (at least twice a month), and more frequently (once a week)

durinB vacations/holidays. The learninB package comprises life skills education,

nutrition and health education, awareness about socio-legal issues, etc. lt also

provrdes an opportunity for social and leisure interaction. ln addition, it may
motivate out-of,schoolgirls to join schoolonce again. This scheme mainly aims
at reducing the dropout rate of adolescent girls by increasing their literacy rate
and work participation.

2. Xishori Shakti Yoiana (Adolescent Girls Scheme): Kishori Shakti yojana is
another scheme underthe ambit of ICDS that aims at empowerment and holistic
development of adolescent tirls by improvrng their self-perception and creahng
opportunities for realizing their Iu potential through Balika Mandals. The
scheme primarilyaims at breakine the intergenerationallife cycle ofnutritional
and gender disadvantages by providing a supportive environment for self-
development.
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Nutrition Protramme for Adolescent Gltls (NPAG): The Nutridon Programme

for Adolescent Grrls was launched in 2002-03 as a pilot project in 51 dlstricts to

address the nutritional needs ofadolescent girls, preEnant women and lactating

mothers. lnitially, under this scheme,6 kg of food-trains were given to

undernourished adolescent girls, pregnant women and lactahng mothers The

pro8ramme continued until2003-04. After a break ofone year, rt was rolled out

as a full-scale project rn 2005-06 by the Ministry oI Women and Child

Development. The scheme was restricted to only undernourished adolescent

girls (11-19 years) weighin8 less than 35 k8. The funds are provided bY the

Central Government to the State Government in the form of 100 per centgrants

Grains are provided through public distribution system at no additional cost to

the families ofgirls identified in this scheme.

Dhanalakihmi: This is a condidonal cash transfer scheme for the girl child with

insurance coverwhich would goa long way towards ensuring the survivalof the

girlchild and assuring a befter life for her The direct and tangible objective ofthe

scheme is to provide a set of fina ncia I incentves for families to encou rage them

to value a girl child, educate her and prevent child marriage. The scheme

provides for cash transfers to the family of the girl child (preferably to the

mother) on fulfi llingcertain specifi c conditionsforeligibility:

. All girls born after 19 November 2008 who have a registration of birth

. Girls who are on the lmmunizaton Retister

. On enrolment in schooland retentron in schooltillStandard 8

. An insuranc€ matunty cover will be taken for the girl child born after 19

November 2OO8 and if the Eirl child remains unmarried till the age of 18

years,shewillSet Rs. 1 lakh

. Eachcondition like registraion of b irth, immunization, school enrolment

and retention, insurance (maturity) cover are independent of each other

and cannot be applied for retrospecive fu16lment of conditionality. For

example, ifa girlis in Standard 2, she willbe eligible for cash transferfrom

Standard 2 onwards and will not be eligible for cash transfers related to

her birth and.egistration of birth, immunizahon, enrolment and

retention in Standard 1.

. The scheme will apply to all girl children, irrespechve of their socio-

economic status and the number ofgirlchildren in the family

3.

4.
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5.

The scheme willapply onlyto those girls who have domicile status in the

selected blocks

Poorna Shakti Xendra (PS(l: The Poorna Shakti Kendras are estabhshed at

village level. The PSK is the focal pointat the grassroots levelthrough which the

se.vices to women would be facilitated by the Villa8e Coordinators wrth the

motto Hum Sunente Naariki Baat. The PSK is an extension ofthe urban modelot

Gender Resource Centres pioneered in Delhi, under Mission Convergence

pro8ram. The first PSK modelwas operationalized in Palidistrict, Rajasthan on

15th 5ep, 2011. The second such pilot was operationalized in the same year in

Kamrup Metropolitan district, Assam. With gradual expansion, the districts

covered now include Medak (Undivided Andhra Pradesh), Aurangabad

(Maha.ashtra), Nalanda (Bihar), Gulbarga (Karnataka), Dhar (Madhya Pradesh),

Daman and Diu, Salem (Tamil Nadu), Jaintia Hills (Meghalaya), Champai

(Mizoram), Haridwar (Uttarakhand), West Singhbhum (Jharkhand), Solan

(Himachal Pradesh), Kohima (Na8aland), Mewat, Kalnaur Block in Rohtak

District and Panipat (Haryana), West Tripura (Tripura), Kannuaj and Banda (Uttar

Pradesh), Malda (West Bengal), Pali and Bundi (Rajasthan), Chandigarh

(Chandigarh), Kamrup (Assam), Bilaspur (Chhattisgarh), Kulgam District (Jammu

& Kashmir), Sabarkantha (cujarat), Nayagarh (odisha), Pune (Maharashtra),

East Srkkim (Sikkim) and Puducherry (Puducherry)7o. The key strategies of pSK

are:

Monitorint and review ofthe program on a retular basis by facilitadng

inter-sectoral convergence of schemes/services/budget meant for
women through genderaudit

Stren8thening institutional framework offenng support service for
women.

. Conductingthe outcome assessmentto build the evidencefor policy and

program reform and scale up implementation ofthe initia6ves

. Havihg better convea8ence and support of Panchayat Raj institutions,

CBOS, Media, and communtty representadves to educate the public on

gender issues and behaviour change

lntetrated Child Protection Scheme (|CPS): The tntegrated Child protection

Scheme (ICPS) is a comprehensive scheme introduced with improved norms in

2009-10 by the Government of India to bring several existing child protection

!hdr//tqq.6todpdrlhom.1 a.fthorc.pdr
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programmes under one umbrella. This scheme incorporates other essential

interventions which address issues hitherto not covered byearlierschemes ltis

based on the cardinal principles of protectron of child riBhts and the 'best

interest of the child'7r. ICPS aims to institutionalize services for emerBency

outreach and promotes family and communitY based care through counselling

and support. ICPS functionaries are sensitized towards child protechon, along

with raising public awareness. This scheme seeks to put in place both preventive

and curatrve mechanisms to protect children from exploitation, harassment,

health hazards, etc. The model adopts governmeht-civil society partnership to

ensure child protectron and create a safe and healthy environment for the

childrenoflndia.

Bal vivah virodh Abhiyan (campaign against child Marriage): A nationwide

awareness-raising programme against child marriage was started by the

National Commission for Women in 2005. lt is focused parhcularly on the states

of Rajasthan, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand and Uttar

Pradesh/! with high incidences ofchild marriage

The National BEvery Award: The National Bravery Award is a mechanism

established by the Central Government since 1957 for public recognition of

positive role models. These awards 8o to children who perform outstanding

deeds of bravery and selfless sacrifice. ln 2003, HAQ: centre for Child Ri8hts

recommended 5 Sirls from Karnal district (Haryana) who had stopped two child

marriages despite opposition from their community leaders for this award

Since then, the definiton of 'bravery' was broadened to include such

courageous acts. Since then, several children have recelved the award for

stoppingchild marriage in theirlocal areasTr.

Scheme of Strengthening Education among Scheduled Tribe (5T)Girls in Low

Literacy Districtsi This program was initiated by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs,

Government of lndia and launched on April 1, 2008. lt aims at bridBingthe gap in

literacy levels between the Seneral female population and tribal women,

through facilitating 1OO per cent enrolment of tribal Strls in the identified

districts or block. This scheme particularly focuses on Naxal alfected regions

and areas inhabited by Primitive Tribal Groups (PTGS) and attempts to reduce

drop-outs at the elementary level by creating the required ambience for

education. Needless to say, improvement of the literacy rate of tribal grrls is

required to enable them to participate and benefit effectively from socio-

economic develoPment.

9.
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11.

TheSukanya Samriddhi Account Yojana: The programmewas launched in 2015

bythe Ministry of Finance. TheSukanya Samriddhi account is meanttoensure a

bright future for girl children in lndia and is also known as the Girl Child

Prosperity scheme. This programme's goal is to facilitate proper education of

the girl children and take care of marriage expenses, lt offers a small deposit

investment for the girl children as an rnitiadve under the'Beti Bachao Beti

Padhao' campaign.

Mukhya Mant,i Kanya Vivah Yoiana ( ational): The Department of Social

Welfare, Government of lndia launched this scheme in March 2014, lt provides

financral assistance to the family of a girl child at the time of her marriage, to

encourage registration ofmarriage, continuance of her education and to inhibit

child marriage. Underthis scheme, girls from below pove.ty line (BPL) families

and thosefamilies whose income is below Rs.-60,000/- per annum are provided

Rs.5000/- at the tjme ofmarriage, This,one-time cash transferscheme supports

the marriaSe ofSirl at the riSht le8al age. lt also aims to prevent the practice of

Mukhyamantrl xanya suralGha Yoiana: The Department of Social Welfare,

Government of lndia launched this scheme on 4th February 2014 with the

intentron of promoting registrations of birth, preventng female feticides and

encouraging the binh ofgirlchildr€n, and ultimately improved ser ratio. Under

this scheme, benefits are grven to two girls per family livinB below the poverty

line.

Rashtriya (isho. Swasthya Ka.yakram (RKSX) launched on lanuary 7, 2014 is a

new initiative by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. The programme

comprehensrvely addresses the health needs of nearly 250 million adolescents

of the country and is targeted towards 10-14 years and 15-19 yea6 with

universal coverage, i.e. males and femalesj urban and rural; in schooland out of

school; marned and unmarried; and vulnerable and under-served. The

programme envisions enabling all adolescents in lndia to realize their full

potential by making informed and responsible decisions related to their health

and well-being and by accessingthe servicesand supportthey need to do so.

Conditional Cash Transfers (CCTS) ln lndia, there are about twenty CCT

programmes beiri8 implemented in different states aimed atthe welfare ofgirls,

mainly for promotin8 their school education and for enhancinB the age at

marriage'4. The on-going CCT programmes in t€neral are complicated with

t2.
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