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PART -I  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

Human trafficking is the third largest profitable industry in the world. Child trafficking unlike many 

other issues is found in both developed and developing nations. Trafficked children are used for 

prostitution, forced into marriage, illegally adopted, used as cheap or unpaid labour, used for sport 

and organ harvesting. Some children are recruited into armed groups. Child trafficking is about 

taking children out of their protective environment and preying on their vulnerability for the 

purpose of exploitation. 

India is a source, destination, and transit country for trafficking for many purposes such as 

commercial sexual exploitation. Majority of the trafficking is within the country but there are also a 

large number reportedly trafficked from Nepal and Bangladesh. Children are trafficked to Middle 

Eastern countries for sport such as camel racing. There are no national or regional estimates for the 

number of children trafficked every year. Nearly 40,000 children are abducted every year of which 

11000 remain untraced according to a report by the National Human Rights Commission of India. 

There is a rising demand for live-in maids in urban areas. This has resulted in trafficking of girls 

from villages in West Bengal, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh to live under extremely poor conditions 

first in "placement agencies" and later in the employers homes. Placement agents keep the girls in 

small unhygienic rooms packed together. They are often made to do the placement agent's 

household work and subjected to sexual abuse. Falling sex ratios in Haryana and Punjab has led to a 

need for trafficking of brides from villages in Orissa, Jharkhand, Bihar, Assam and West Bengal, 

who have been sold off by the parents. Jyoti (name changed) age fourteen, was sold and married to 

a 40-year old man for Rs 15,000 in order to produce a male heir.  

The reasons for child trafficking are many. The more common ones include: 

¶ Economic deprivation and associated conditions (e.g., poverty) 

¶ Lack of employment opportunities 

¶ Low social status (more common for girls) 

¶ Low levels of education and general awareness 

¶ Socio-cultural norms and circumstances that disadvantage them. Such as gender and minority 

discrimination 

¶ Political uprisings (child soldiers) 

¶ Traditional religious and cultural practices. 
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Background and Purpose of the Visit: 

 

Taking a serious note of the recent spate of complaints of child trafficking, missing 

children and abuse of children from south Bengal, and in an attempt to curb the 

menace of trafficking at the source point itself, a team from National Commission for 

Protection of Child Rights was constituted to visit the much affected areas of 

Sunderbans in the South Bengal for the purpose. The team was also entrusted to look 

into the other areas of child right violations including entitlements under right to 

education, ICDS, and provisions & entitlements in an institutional settings. The team 

comprised: 

1) Vinod Kumar Tikoo, Member, NCPCR 

2) Shaista Khan, Sr.Consultant, NCPCR 

3) Partha Roy, Kolkata Konsultants & State Representative, NCPCR 

4) The team was also joined by Ms Nandana Sen, Actor and Child Right Activist    

from NGO-RAHI 

5) The team co-opted for its assistance, Mr. Rishikant representing NGO 

Shaktivahini, working on the areas of Child Trafficking in West Bengal; Esha 

Chatterjee & Anchal Dalal, Students, National University on Juridicial Sciences, 

Kolkata to get an exposure on  the ground realities and to document the visit. 

The team was also entrusted to do a follow up on the visit made by a team of NCPCR 

led by Vinod Kumar Tikoo in November 2011 to inquire into the neonatal deaths in 

the Malda District Hospital and assess the current situation on enrolling the out of 

school children in the newly set up school on 19th November 2011with the 

intervention of NCPCR. Intervention by NCPCR led to action by the district 

administration for providing formal day schooling to about 1000 children for the first 

time in the Hamidpur (Khatiakhana), Narayanpur and Duyani -Gangetic Chars of 

Malda District. During the visit on 23-25 November three Schools were sanctioned, 

with a proper infrastructure to come up subsequently, mid day meals and health 

camps provided to all the children of these chars. With some of the  young  BDOs, 

CMOH, DPO-SSA and the Police Officials making proactive positive contributions, 

it was thought to do the hand holding of the young brigade officers seen generally in 

the Block level and District level.  
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Programme Schedule: 

Date of Visit Activities 

 

16.07.2012 Á Release of Resource Directory on Child Protection in West Bengal by 

SANLAAP and Terre Des Hommes. 
 

Á Meeting with Secretary, Education, Department of Education, Govt of West 

Bengal to discuss about implementation of RTE Act and Corporal Punishments 

in Schools. 
 

Meeting with Shri V V Thambi, IPS, DGP, CID, West Bengal at Bhawani 

Bhawan at 6.00 pm to discuss the status of Child Trafficking in West Bengal.  
 

17.07.2012 Visit to Trafficking Prone Blocks in South 24 Parganas: 
 

(1)   Pathor Protima 

(2)   Kulpi 

(3)   Kakdwip 
 

18.07.2012 Joint meeting with District Administration and CID Department of District 

South 24 Parganas. 
 

Inspection of Kishalaya Home for Boys at Barasat, District South 24 Parganas. 

 

19.07.2012 Meeting with Civil Societies working in the field of Child Rights in District 

Murshidabad. 

 

Inspection of ANNANDA ASHRAM, Home for boys in Murshidabad. 

 

Meeting with District Administration, Murshidabad. 

 

20.07.2012 Visit to Medical College & District Hospital, Malda. 

 

Visit to one of Gangetic Char ï Hamidpur (Khatiakhana). 

 

Meeting with NGOs and District Administration, Malda District. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 | P a g e 
 

Meeting of NCPCR Team with Principal Secy., Education, Govt of West Bengal 

on 16
th

 July 2012 at Vikas Bhawan, Kolkata: 

Part of the team from National Commission for Protection of Child Rights 

comprising Ms Nandana Sen, Actor and Child Right activist from NGO Rahi, Ms 

Shaishta Khan consultant, NCPCR, Partha Roy from NGO Kolkata Konsultants & 

State representative of NCPCR and Rishikant from NGO Shaktivahini arrived at 

Kolkata on 16
th
 July 2012 and attended function organized by SANLAP and Terre 

Des Hommes on Release of Resource Directory on Child Protection support Services 

and Structures in West Bengal. The Resource Directory is a well documented 

Directory listing all the services and service providers of child right entitlements. It 

also lists the Child Care Institutions available District wise in West Bengal and can 

be of immense instant help to the CWCs, AHTUs, and SJPUs.  

 

The NCPCR team discussing issues related to violation of child rights in Education with Mr Arnab Roy, Secretary 

Education, Govt of West Bengal. 

 

Team members reached Vikas Bhawan, the Office of Secretary Education, Govt of 

West Bengal to discuss various issues related to violations of childrenôs right to 

education including the increasing incidents of corporal punishment in the State. 

Beginning the meeting with a brief round of introductions, it was informed by the 

Secretary Education that the process for the sanction of new schools was already 

initiated and many schools had been upgraded the previous year. 
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Member NCPCR initiated the discussions by raising three important issues to be addressed by the 

West Bengal Government:-  

(i) Gazette Notification No 187 /-SE(Law)/S/1A-01/09 dated 14
th
 Feb 2011 under its clause (b) 

which provides for charging of  ña development charge of upto a maximum amount of Rs 240/ only 

per yearò which is against the spirit of and contravenes the provisions of the Right to Free and 

Compulsory Education Act, 2009.  

(ii) Gazette Notification No.09SE(S)-SL/5S-116/10 dated 6th January, 2011 issued by School 

Education Department, Govt. of West Bengal notifying guidelines for prohibiting physical 

punishment and mental harassment to children in schools. In the said guideline Clause No 5 ( a), ( 

b), ( c), ( d), are in complete violation of the Section 17 (1 ) & ( 2) of the said Right of Children to 

Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 in Guideline 5 ( e) the word ñdisobedient childò 

connotes a negative feeling and needs to be replaced by a more acceptable term. 

(iii) Gazette Notification No 323-SE (Law)/ES/S/1A-01/2009 dated 15
th
 March, 2012                                 

in which (A) the weaker sections and socially disadvantaged groups are not defined. (B) State Rule 

7 making mandatory the submission of proof of age, thereby creating a barrier for the children of 

the marginalized section of the society to seek admission. (C) State Rule 13 on composition and 

functioning of School Management Committee, which is not in consonance with  the provisions of 

section 21 of the RTE Act.(D) State Rule 14 on preparation of School Development Plan, which is 

again not in consonance with the provisions of the RTE Act, as it does not mention requirements 

for classes V-VIII, and Rule 14(3) (e), (f) which contradicts the schedule regarding the mandatory 

school days, hours and teachersô working hours as mentioned in the RTE Act. 

The issues were discussed in detail and it was impressed upon by the Member that the notification 

on charge of development fee of Rs240/- need to be repealed as the definition of óDevelopment 

Chargeô itself was not defined in the Notification and was against the spirit of the Right to Free & 

Compulsory Education as enshrined in the Act. Mr Dibyen Mukherjee, Director School Education, 

was requested to look into the matter at the earliest to bring relief to thousands of children in the 

State, and initiate immediate action on modificaion of the Notification to ensure repealing the 

clause on the charge of Development fee of Rs240/-.  

On the issue of corporal punishment, the recent spate of instances of the damage caused to scores of 

young children which even led to many fatal suicides was highlighted.  It was recommended that a 

focused awareness programme needed to be carried out to change the mindset of the people in 

general that to discipline the children some amount of was needed.  Ms Nandana Sen also brought 

up the examples of horrific cases of corporal punishment reported in the recent past  in which a girl 

was forced to drink her urine in Shantiniketan, and another the girl who was stripped in a school in 

Haldia,  saying that these cases did not present  indicators of a progressive society to the world. It 

was suggested to that the CSOs /NGOs working in the area on right to education should work in 

close collaboration with the District and State Administration to focus on a well coordinated 

awareness programme.  

The Principal Secretary was also informed of certain lacunae noticed by the Commission in the 

State rules notified on March 15, 2012 and conveyed to the State Government by the Commission 
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vide its letter D.O.No 25-22/2012 /NCPCR/RTE/1325-26 dated 23
rd

 April 2012, which is yet to be 

rectified by the State Government. It was urged that the same may be addressed at the earliest.  

Member NCPCR lauded the Education Department on the commendable efforts made in enrolling 

out of school children in the Hamidpur ( Khatiakhana), Narayanpur and Duyani Gangetic Chars in 

the Malda District in the past seven months and that the construction of  infrastructure being 

currently under full swing. The running of schools has also seen other entitlements like the Mid 

Day Meals, the health camps for the children being commissioned for the first time during last 

seven months, in its existence of three decades.  It was further requested to strengthen the schools 

by identifying educated persons to be taken on board as teachers in the chars areas as teachers 

appointed from the mainland are reported not to be so regular in their attendance. Besides having 

the teachers from within the community will prove to be beneficial for the administration as not 

much man hours will be wasted in travellin long distances, it will also benefit the students as the 

teachers will be under the constant pressures of the community and will be forced to render regular 

and quality education. Hence hiring teachers from within the local community will be a win-win 

situation for all stake holders. 

Member, NCPCR also requested the department to expedite the sanctions for the school building in 

Narayanpur and Duyani Chars as discussed in a meeting with the Distt Administration in November 

last year to provide structures built with pre fabricated material to ensure speedy completion of the 

building. 

The Secretary Education and the Director School Education assured to look into the suggestions   

and recommendations made in the meeting. 

Meeting with  Shri V.V. Thambi,  IPS,  DGP-CID,   Kolkata, West Bengal, on 

16
th

 July, 2012  at Bhavani Bhawan, Kolkata: 

 
Team membersô discussing the issues related to trafficking  of children with Shri V.V. Thambi, IPS, DGP (CID-West 

Bengal). 
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The meeting with Shri V.V.Thambi, IPS, DGP (CID), West Bengal, began with a brief introduction 

of the participants, which also included the representatives of NGOs working in the areas of child 

trafficking. NCPCR team shared the fact that certain areas from South and North Bengal were 

reported to be in the prominence for the wrong reasons of trafficking especially the minor girls who 

were being forced into commercial sex and marriage in areas like Rajasthan, Punjab and Haryana, 

etc. It was further expressed that there being too thin a line between migration and trafficking, the 

tracing of missing girls too became complicated especially when FIRs were not reported to be 

lodged in time and proceeding initiated on an urgent motion.  

DGP- CID further added that the word trafficking was not defined under any Indian law, the 

SAARC definition was too narrow to implement and even though the UN definition was broader, it 

was easy for a trafficker to get away with a bail.   

 

Ms Indrani Sinha of óSanlaapô pointed out ineffectiveness of the ITPA in terms of the following: (i) 

The inter-state coordination of the Police was wanting; (ii) Despite trafficking being a heinous 

crime, the trafficker even on booking easily gets away on bail;(iii) The police were generally too 

hesitant to register an instant FIR.  She suggested that the Police Officers performing well may be 

encouraged with certain awards on cracking certain difficult cases effectively in areas of trafficking 

of children, which may help others to emulate them.  Member NCPCR further added that it was 

only about 20% of the cases that were reported found its way to the AHTUs.  Border areas which 

posed a great threat, needed to be checked and plugged.   

 

DGP also shared that the trafficking also posed a greater threat in spreading the menace of drugs 

and narcotics, although with the help of technology, the force has been able to track the areas under 

poppy cultivation in Oct-Nov itself with the help of Google map so as to prevent sowing of the 

crop. This has been a big achievement for the Police force and as a result the cultivation of poppy in 

the area is almost nil. The technology is also being used by the office of DGP-CID in regularly 

updating the data on missing children on its official website.  

  

Member NCPCR shared the information that to curb the menace of trafficking at the source point 

itself in Jharkhand, the Village Level Chowkidars were recommended to be used as First 

Information Person to bring to the notice of Sarpanch, Police Post, Block Level Officer, on any 

case of a missing child in the village on the important telephone numbers to be displayed across the 

various important points in the village, bus stands, railway station etc., (the village chowkidar is a 

public servant on the rolls of the District Administration in Jharkhand). The Team members also 

emphasized on  public display of child help line number and other important numbers along with 

numbers of Child Welfare Committee at Each Police Station, besides distributing a copy of the 

Directory( released by Sanlaap & TDH the same morning) with the CWCs/JJBs/SJPUs/AHTUs. 

DGP-CID informed the house that WB Police has decided to appoint 3000 village level voluntary 

Cop Force whose services would be utilized on the module of Jharkhand. 

ADG-CID further explained that the problem lay in the multiple roles a police officer is required to 

play apart from their earmarked duties, which prevents them to work smoothly as prioritization 

hampers effective working in their earmarked roles. In some other countries especially in the 

developed ones, officers specialized to work in specific areas perform to their optimum efficacies 

yielding desired results.  
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It was also emphasized in the meeting that Rehabilitation of victims is of utmost importance. Mere 

rescue is not enough. There have been many cases in which rescued VGs have been re-trafficked. 

Victims need to be produced before the CWC necessarily for their orders for any further course of 

action.  The flaw lies in the fact that VGs are sent to court instead, which leads to double 

victimization and hence at times to forced re-trafficking. The CWC is to conduct a social 

investigation as well as a home investigation before ordering restoration /rehabilitation of the 

rescued child. 

Ms Indrani Sinha shared with the house that at times the victim girls (VGs) are so scared that they 

are unwilling to be rescued as they felt that the rescuers were ignorant of their plight and 

compulsions and even on rescue & restorations they felt they would be re-victimised by their 

families, neighbourhood and the community. Also the problem lay with the systemic failures of the 

state machinery and mechanisms (a) accused is a part of a highly organized crime, which makes it 

difficult to identify a single perpetrator. ( b) the crime is a low risk high reward enterprise, ( c ) 

sometimes the accused is a family member / relation something that makes it highly improbable to 

track the accused ï the police need to be sensitized about it, (d) sometimes even if the accused is 

arrested the trafficked child is never traced, making the entire exercise redundant. 

The representative of Shaktivahini shared that the ploys used by the traffickers vary from job 

prospects, to the prospects of getting a good groom, and even a very good friendships lured by gifts 

etc. Most of the times the use of drug often mixed with soft drinks that makes the victim mentally 

numb for the next 24 -36 hours while the body remain physically conscious, making the victim 

realize very late that /she has landed in a very alien/hostile environs and has no alternative bu to 

surrender to the diktats of the person accompanying, who invariably is number two or three in the 

chain from the start of journey commencing from the source. Also the traffickers are always known 

to be constantly changing the cell numbers to avoid getting caught. In a recent case a trafficker was 

caught having over 80 SIM cards.  

On cross border trafficking, an agreement has reportedly been arrived at between the SAARC 

nations recently. However, a bilateral Task Force Committee between India & Bangladesh already 

exists, which was reported to be not so functional. Ms Indrani Sinha assured to share the 

information on its functioning with the Commission.    

Recommendations: 

Initiate issuance of ID to the representatives of NGOs, working in the field of child trafficking, 

authorizing them to conduct verification of children found at the Railway Platforms, Bus Depots or 

in other public areas prone to the trafficking so as to facilitate coordination of children in order to 

avoid harassment or possible altercation with police, RPF, CISF;  

Impart training to the Village Voluntary Cops to act as the ófirst information personsô to report the 

missing children from their respective villages;  

 Ensure that the Emergency Helpline Numbers are circulated and displayed prominently at all the 

major points (all Police Stations) depicting the names of persons to be contacted in case of suspect 

trafficking including Chairperson and members of CWC. 

1) Training requirements of anti-human trafficking units (AHTUs) and special juvenile police 

units (SJPUs) be extensively taken up for sensitizing the Police officials on the issues 

concerning to child rights  
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2) Ensure inclusion of the child right issues and the child jurisprudence in the curriculum of 

Police Training Module in the Police Academy & Police Training College( MHA has 

recently issued the Training Module and shared with all State Governments a copy was 

handed over to the ADG-CID by the representative of Shaktivahini) 

3) State Government to consider designating a senior officer of the rank of DRC in Resident 

Commissionerôs office in important metro centers to ensure speedy coordination and facilitate 

rescue & restoration process of the identified trafficked children;  

 

List of participants who attended the meeting with NCPCR Team at Bhabani Bhawan on 16-7-2012  

Sl 

No  

NAME  Organisation Contact No  E-mail 

1. V.V.Thambi DGP ï CID, 

W.Bengal 

03324791330 dg@cidwestbengal.gov.in 

2. C V Muralidhar ADG- CID, 

W.Bengal 

03324480751 adg@cidwestbengal.gov.in 

3. Trasenjit Mondal B & S Secy 9051621033  

4. Satya Gopal Dey C R Y  9903385077 satya.dev@crymail.org 

5. Partha Roy Kolkata 

Konsultants 

9831107383  

6. Jitendra Rath C R Y  9831804150 jitendra.rath@crymail.org 

7. Indrani Sinha Sanlaap 9831047769 indrani.sanlaap@gmail.com 

8. Papiya Sultana DSP 24 Sth 

Prgnas  

9874690988 papiyadsp@gmail.com 

9. Nandana Sen RAHI 9821368900 nandanasen@yahoo.com 

10. Rishi Kant Shakti Vahini 9711177982 shaktivahini@yahoo.co.in 

11. Sarbari Bhattacharya O/IC AHTU   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dg@cidwestbengal.gov.in
mailto:itendra.rath@crymail.org
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District South 24 Parganas: 

 

 

Headquarter: Alipore 

Area: 9,960 km
2
  

 

According to the 2011 census South 24 Parganas district has a population of 81,53,176 roughly 

equal to the US state of Virginia. This gives it a ranking of 6th in India (out of a total of 640). The 

district has a population density of 819 inhabitants per sq. km. Its population growth rate over the 

decade 2001-2011 was 18.05 %. South Twenty Four Parganas has a sex ratio of 949 females for 

every 1000 males, and a literacy rate of 78.57 %.compared to 69.45 of 2001. If things are looked 

out at gender wise, male and female literacy were 84.72 and 72.09 respectively. For 2001 census, 

same figures stood at 79.19 and 59.01 in South Twenty Four Parganas District. Total literate in 

South Twenty Four Parganas District were 56,39,112 of which male and female were 31,20,200 

and 25,18,912 respectively. 

There were total 976,351 children under age of 0-6 against 10,50,120 of 2001 census. Of total 

976,351 male and female were 500,011 and 476,340 respectively. Child Sex Ratio as per census 

2011 was 953 compared to 964 of census 2001.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2011_census_of_India
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics_of_India
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Districts_of_India
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Family_planning_in_India
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sex_ratio
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women_in_India
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Literacy_in_India
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Sundarbans, formerly Sunderbunds, is a vast tract of forest and saltwater swamp forming the lower 

part of the Ganges Delta, extending about 260 Kms. along the Bay of Bengal from the Hooghly 

River Estuary (India) to the Meghna River Estuary in Bangladesh. The whole tract reaches inland 

for 60ï80 miles (100ï130 km). 

The South 24 Parganas is a known to be the resource rich and poor income region, which offers to 

be a breeding ground for hawk eyed traffickers who are reported to be on the prowl. Even the 

parents from this area are reported to willing to let their children be taken away for a meager sums 

with the hope that they will be in a position to receive better quality of life in terms of two square 

meals and clothes be Marked by poor infrastructure as well as poor quality of services and 

facilities, Sunderban Social Development Centre (SSDC) operating in 40 villages under 15 

Panchayats in 6 Blocks of South 24 Paraganas has been reportedly operating with the support of 

CRY. 

Visit to Trafficking Prone Blocks of District South 24 Parganas on 17
th

 July 2012: 

 

1) Pathar Pratima :  

Pathar  Pratima (community development block) is an administrative division in Kakdwip 

subdivision of South 24 Parganas district in the state of West Bengal. Pathar Pratima police station 

serves this block. Headquarters of this block is at Ramganga As per 2001 census, Patharpratima 

block had a total population of 288,259, out of which 147,518 were males and 140,741 were 

females. Patharprtima block registered a population growth of 17.37 per cent during the 1991-2001 

decade. Decadal growth for South 24 Parganas district was 20.89 per cent. Decadal growth in West 

Bengal was 17.84 per cent. Scheduled castes at 72,402 formed around one-fourth the population. 

Scheduled tribes numbered 3,670 

Meeting with BDO, Pathar Pratima at BHID NIRMAN , RAJEEV GANDHI 

SEVA KENDRA. 

Upon reaching the office of BDO, Pathar Pratima to discuss child trafficking issues, the meeting 

started off with a brief round of introduction. The meeting began with a discussion centered on 

malnourishment of children, however the BDOs office was not ready with a set of figures even 

though the area has been known to have a large number of malnourished children. Sunderban 

Social Development Centre with the support has been ell was working towards combating 

malnutrition among severely malnourished children, the team was informed that their functioning 

was seriously impaired on account of the scarcity of medical officers. Team Members inquired 

about treatment being provided to malnourished children and it was informed that while the 

Common Meal Programme with normal nutrition was Rs. 4/meal (comprising khichdi, nutri-mix 

and half a boiled egg), a special nutrition meal was being provided to the malnourished children 

which was Rs. 6/meal (comprising more amounts of khichdi, nutri-mix and whole boiled egg).            

However, it was noted that no specific medical treatment was being provided for the same. The 

BDO complained that the children continued to suffer on account of there being no special fund for 

the said purpose. If a malnourished child needed treatment, they could only do so by travelling to 

the nearest PHC which was 1.5 km away. The nearest NRC on the other hand was about 100 km 

away. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sundarbans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunderbunds
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ganges_Delta
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bay_of_Bengal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hooghly_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hooghly_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meghna_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kakdwip_subdivision
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kakdwip_subdivision
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_24_Parganas_district
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/States_and_territories_of_India
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Bengal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scheduled_castes_and_scheduled_tribes
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Meeting the Block Development Officer and his team in 

Pathor Protima 

Listening to the grievances of the villagers in Pathor Protima 

 

Deputy Superintendant of Police, 24 South Parganas, brought up the issue of trafficking in the district 

and complained that there was no dedicated inspector or sub inspector for the job of rescue and 

recovery. Ear-marked officers specially working towards such a goal would certainly improve the 

situation of the State with respect to the same. It was also informed to the team that the Ant- Human 

Trafficking Cell (AHTU) is not properly set up, and thus could not function. Most police personnel 

have additional work and other commitments, causing the question of trafficking to drop down the 

list of priorities. Further, despite the district having numerous accounts of trafficking cases, there 

were not too many ITPA convictions. Traffickers, as a result have become aware that their crimes are 

low-risk and high-return. Unfortunately, IOs are not well informed as to the condition and 

vulnerability of the children in the State. An awareness program required and suggested by Dy SP 

that having AHTU module in curriculum in police training as well, can help the cause.  

Team inquired about rehabilitation and reintegration of rescued victims of trafficking, it was 

informed by BDO that a program for rescue and repatriation of girls is being done with the help of 

NGOs.  

The BDO informed the team initially that there were no children out of school in the Block. It was 

later discovered that there were 50 or so children out of school on account of the Bridge Course 

School for SC Students being shut, in the two tribal belts Paschim Darrokapaar Village. Although no 

mapping of children out of school, the team was informed by one NGO that the children have been 

out of school for last two months. It was also revealed that in 5 Gram Panchayats there are about 400 

children out of school.  BDO was requested to get the survey conducted immediately and send a 

proposal for opening of schools in the required areas.  

The Vice President of the Village Panchayat informed the team to the fact that there were also 

dropouts in G Plot- Krishnadaspur Border on account of a lack of awareness campaign on the 

importance of education in that area. Although all children are enrolled into primary school, dropouts 

frequently occur. The BDO explained that Adivasi children are admitted to the school, however, due 

to their parentsô employment being sporadic in nature, they were compelled to go back to the jungle 

for wood and honey, along with their families. Attendance in school was thus intermittent. The team 



15 | P a g e 
 

was also informed that many families migrate to Delhi, in search of a job prospects, however no 

record is kept of such families migrating. It was once again re-iterated by the Member that there is a 

very thin line demarcating the migration from trafficking. Hence maintaining records of migrating 

families and regular tracking was essential. Regarding Missing Children, it was emphasized by the 

team that the Panchayat should register the names of missing children and get the FIR lodged at the 

earliest.  

When asked about residential Educational program, BDO informed that the schools had attached 

hostels with varying capacities. The Right to Education Act, 2009, provides for the concept of a short 

stay home. However, there was nothing of the sort in G Plot. The Vice President and BDO informed 

that due proposals were submitted to the District Hqrs.  A copy of the same was requested by the 

team to be shared with the Commission. 

Regarding ICDS Programme, the team was informed about the low attendance in pre-school. The 

other factor was reported to be of lack of space to sit or storing of food items. It was also reported 

that food was being cooked improperly in Ghanshyam Nagar, G Plot. Aanganwadi centres are 

running in private houses. There are however 41 government owned premises. 

The issue of malnourishment resurfaced when data revealed that were 561 severely malnourished 

children were identified in the Block in a single month. Pregnant women have to arrange themselves 

to reach appropriate institutions for delivery. It was discovered that the mother is not taken care of or 

treated in the severely malnourished centers. 

The team was informed that SSDC did conduct Child Welfare Programmes, mother and child care, 

hygiene and child nutrition.  It was informed by BMOH that there was no pediatrician in the Block, 

there were 3 doctors in the 3 PHCs. The Block population is 3,34,000 and NRHM is operational. The 

team was informed that the only treatment being provided for the malnourished child was de-

worming. Also, the daily THR is 22 gram dal and 50 grams of rice. In order to look into the various 

complaints voiced by the Aanganwadi workers it was decided to visit the neighboring Aanganwadi 

Center.  

  
The AWC has no proper premises and is housed in a 

temporary structure with water seeping in from all sides, 

when it rains. Food cannot be cooked during rains. 

Food grains are stored in a storeroom of the house-cum-

church belonging to the AWW. 
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Upon a visit to the AWC Pathor Protima, it was observed that the register of enrolment did not 

contain proper attendance details.  The growth chart was not properly filled for last 8 months. The 

space provided was extremely small considering the number of children enrolled at 72. There was no 

proper place to sit and thus no spot feeding would ever take place. There were no plates or spoons 

available in the AWC for the children to take the spot feed. Children reportedly carry a polythene bag 

and take the food home with them to share with the families and thus remain malnourished. There 

was no space at the center for storage of grains. The crude and small structure made it almost 

impossible to cook food during the rains. Grains were being stored in house cum store cum church.  

The AWW complained about having to carry heavy rations delivered to the village by themselves. 

However helpers were available otherwise. The team was informed that the grains were regularly 

cleaned. No plates and spoons for spot feeding. It was recommended to CDPO to ensure that the 

plates and spoons atleast could be provided so as to ensure spot feeding of children at the centre. 

Member, NCPCR interacted with Anganwadi Workers and requested them to treat the children with 

due affection and ensure that the children get to receive their daily entitlements. He said that the fate 

of the country lay in the hands of young officers like the BDO, and they should do everything in their 

power to ensure that the children are not deprived of their entitlements. 

 

Interaction with Survivor of Traffiking  at Pathor Protima Block : 

  

Fatema Khatoon, a  survivor of trafficking who refused to 

leave her hut on return for the fear of trials & tribulations by 

the community and finally agreed  

The father of the trafficked girl who could not muster courage 

to face the community finally agreed to do so after the member 

NCPCR addressed the community elders and young men and 

stressed the need to treat such trafficked survivors with 

passion and dignity.  

After meeting at the Block Development Office, the team visited the small hutment of a trafficked 

survivor , who had been refusing to step out of her hutment because she was constantly being 

subjected to taunts, trials and tribulations by the immediate neighbours and the villagers at large. 

She was not even willing to attend a formal school, even though she wanted to study further. 

Meantime a large number of villagers had gathered outside her home, and one elder villager 

commented that ósuch girls do not need the sympathy of the society as when they leave the village 
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they go alone , but when they come back with the police, they are accompanied with a child or 

twoò. Objecting strongly to this the Member NCPCR addressed the gathering by saying that it is a 

failure on part of the society, when such a girl is allowed to be trafficked out of the village, is 

subjected to traumatic and harrowing experiences of life when forced into the commercial sex 

trade, physical & mental abuse or even as a child labour as a domestic help. When the same girl is 

rescued and restored to the family after fighting a life battle, she would need more compassion and 

encouragement from the community, society and the State rather than re-victimisation. It takes a lot 

of brave effort on account of such a girl to decide to return home and as such her bravery needs to 

be saluted by the Village Panchayat.  Such a child needed help in terms of making available 

processes of ensuring reintegration into the society by enrolling into the formal stream of school 

education in an age appropriate class, or into life skill programmes for such adolescent girls/boys.  

It was only after this the girl agreed to step out of the hut and face the society. She even agreed to 

start afresh her life and get enrolled into a school or even any life skill programme especially as an 

Aayah. BDO accompanying the team was requested to explore such possibility of enrolling the girl 

into positive socially productive /useful engagement including schooling.   

 

Interaction with survivor of Trafficking   

The team also visited yet another trafficked survivor , Aarti Chakraborty, belonging to a high caste 

(Brahmin), rescued from a brothel in Pune a few weeks ago along with 5 other girls.  The victim 

girl was living in a small room of the size of 6 x10 ft with her siblings and her parents. The victim 

girl (VG) on rescue could not bring any of her belongings except for her child, who was kept with 

her sister somewhere else as there was no more room for the baby to be accommodated with the 

mother in the part of same tenement. The VG narrated briefly her horrifying life experiences post 

trafficking when she was mere seven and for the next 10 years when she was in the captivity. The 

team was informed that the VG being a high caste girl was not even provided with a BPL card to 

receive the entitlements to a Below Poverty Line Family. The team recommended BDO to ensure 

issuance of a BPL card on a priority as there was hardly any ration available with the family and for 

the past about 10 days the family had not had a proper meal. The VG expressed her desire to have a 

home of her own so that she could keep her baby with her and rear her as a mother before taking up 

education or life skill training. She was willing to help the police in rescue of more minor girls 

holed up in the same brothel in Pune.  
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List of participants in meeting with NCPCR Team at BDOs Office at Pathir Protima Block on 17-7-2012  
Sl 

No  
NAME  Organisation Contact No  E-mail 

1 Achintya Kr. Hajra  BDO 9735325263  

2 Tushar kanti  DSWO, S/24 Prgna 9433656683 dswos24@gmail.com 

3 Debdoot Datta O/o Dholahat P S  South 24 Parganas 9836638868  

4 Trishnendu Biswas O/o Pathir Protima P S  South 24 Parganas 9874585817  

5 Biplab Chandra De Police Kakdwip Circle 9733242298  

6 Kanai Chatram  Jana BWO 9733335900  

7 Sandip Nath IMW 9775565759  

8 Dr Krishnandu Ray BMOH 9830885070  

9 Abdul Rajjak Saha. Sabhapati Pathir Protima Panchayat 9735633179  

10 Nandna Sen RAHI/NCPCR   

11 Papiya Sultana DSP & Nodal Officer AHTU 9879690985 papiyadsp@gmail.com 

12 Bandana Pramanik Supervisor ICDS 9647456918  

13 Sandhya Rani Das Supervisor ICDS 8726893121  

14 Manabindra  Das CDPO Pathir Protima 3210265672  

15 Partha Roy Kolkata Konsultants 9831107383  

16 Manas Kr. Chakarbarty SSDC 9903352023 ssdccontact@gmail.com 

     

 

2) Kulpi:   

Kulpi  is a port town, located in South 24 Parganas district of the Indian state of West Bengal, about 

78 km south of Kolkata and about 25 km from Diamond Harbour, on the eastern bank of the 

Hooghly river. It is the site of the proposed port-cum-special economic zone. It is on NH 117 and is 

72 km from Sealdah on the Sealdah-Lakshikantapur-Kakdwip-Namkhana track of Eastern Railway. 

Meeting with SDO, BDO and Civil Societies, Kulpi on 17
th

 July 2012:              

At the Kulpi BDO Office, the meeting commenced with a short brief about the role and functioning 

of the NCPCR at the national level and the purpose of the visit of the team from the Commission to 

engage the district administrations into initiating positive pro-active approach in the areas of child 

rights especially focus on the rescue, restoration and rehabilitation of trafficked girls. It was 

conveyed by the Member NCPCR that the Commission proposed to do the hand holding of the 

administration which explained inclusion of experts on Education (Kolkata Konsultants- on the 

nuances of the Right to Education Act and the related awareness programmes 

for the teachers, parents and the civil administration ) and trafficking( Shaktivahini- who would be 

imparting training to the Police personnel and the administration in the areas of nuances of 

trafficking and how to combat its negative features in an attempt to curb trafficking at the source)         

Sabhapati Panchayat Samiti (President of Panchayat Samiti- Kulpi) volunteered to help the 2 

rescued girls falling under the jurisdiction of the Panchayat in the coming week itself, which was 

appreciated by all present. Member NCPCR desired that a study be filed enumerating the girls who 

have been rescued, and for whom the State is yet to provide any mechanism in minorôs enrolment 

into education or life skill programmes for the adolescents.    

mailto:dswos24@gmail.com
mailto:papiyadsp@gmail.com
mailto:ssdccontact@gmail.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_24_Parganas_district
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Bengal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kolkata
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diamond_Harbour
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hooghly_river
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special_economic_zone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sealdah
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NCPCR  member Vinod Kumar Tikoo interacting with 

SDO, Diamond Harbour, Kaushik Bhattacarya 
Nabiun a survivor of trafficking who after getting 

convinced by Actor Nandana Sen & DSP, that she 

nees to start life afresh agreed to be enrolled into a life 

skill trainin g progrmme. 
  

The meeting was followed by interaction with civil Societies working for child rights. During the 

meeting, the team was informed that 1100 Children were out of school in the area and 4000 

children were enrolled in the previous year. The total population of children in the age group 6 to14 

years in the block was reported to be 20,000. The team specifically requested the administration to 

deal with the high rate of dropouts in Dhola GP, the reason for this being the low levels of 

awareness and literacy. The representative of Kolkata Konsultants volunteered to work in the areas 

with a focus on the awareness campaigns by working with teachers, parents and the local 

administration. It was recommended by team member that the NREGA Programme be extended in 

the far flung areas of the block 

Regarding Child Marriage, it was shared that the NGOs together with other stake holders should 

take a pro-active role in ensuring that each child receives education. It was also suggested that for 

any child marriage taking place in a village, the Village Sarpanch should be held accountable for 

not reporting the child marriage taking place, as no child marriage could normally take place in the 

village without his/her knowledge.   

Engaging a village level voluntary cop as the first information person to report any missing child 

from the village was discussed to be ensured. It was also suggested that all relevant & important 

phone numbers be displayed at prominent places and crossings of village. At the end of the meeting 

necessity for a concerted awareness campaign programmes on various child rights including 

education, on healthcare, on missing children and how to identify a suspect trafficker, was 

suggested to be taken up on a regular intervals.  

3) KAKD WIP:  

Kakdwip  is head quarters of Kakdwip subdivision in South 24 Parganas district of West Bengal, 

and consist of 4 Community Development Blocks including Kakdwip community development 

block consisting of rural areas only with 11 Gram Panchayats. In the 2001 census, Kakdwip Block 

had a population of 2,39,381 out of which 1,22,792 were males and 1,16,589 were females.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kakdwip_subdivision
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_24_Parganas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Bengal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kakdwip
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics_of_India
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Meeting with BDO, Kakdwip : 

After meeting with BDO, Kulpi, team reached to the office of BDO, Kakdwip to have a meeting 

with local administration, NGOs and other stake holders. The meeting began with a brief round of 

introduction.  Team Member inquired about provisions available for the welfare of rescued 

trafficked children. Team was surprised to know that officers of the block were not completely 

aware of the various schemes and protections available under the law. There are two protection 

homes operational in the area. On an enquiry on the working of the Shelter Homes, the CDPO and 

the BDO informed that, they have not visited the homes, however the BWO was reported to have 

visited the homes last month, however the details of the inspection of the homes was not available 

with the local administration at the time of the meeting.  

With regard to the functioning of the Anganwari Centres in the area, the BDO informed that he had 

not yet visited the AWCs, however, assured to visit the nearest centres in the area and send a 

compliance report to the Commission in a weekôs time. Member NCPCR agreed to the time of 

seven days for BDO to submit Compliance Report and Data Analysis of various Aanganwadi 

Centres operational in the area.  

 

National Commission for Protection  of Child Rights  

 

Meeting with Block level Officers at  Kakdwip, BDO office on 17.07.2012 @7.00 PM  

Sl. 
No. Name Name of Organization Contact No. E-mail 

1 Dipak Kumar Patra Kakadwip Panchayat Samiti 9734395049 
 

2 Abhijit Chaudhary B D O Kakdwip 
  

3 Harekrishna Haldar SDPO Kakdwip 
  

4 Bijoy Krishna Das Social Worker 9734570903 
 

5 Rathin Sardar Block Welfare officer 8017419824 
 

6 Debdoot Datta P S Dholahat 9836638868 
 

7 Kalyanasis Dass A P O Kakdwip 9874369755 
 

8 Nabikarim Khan P S Kakdwip 9874606711 
 

9 T K Chattopadhyay DSWO S/24 Prgna 9433656683 
 

10 N N Haldar CDPO Kakdwip 03210-257886 
 

11 Subhasis Maity V C W Home 9749213910 
  

  National Commission for Protection  of Child Rights  

  Meeting with : Subdivision and Block Level Administration, Diamond Harbour @ 8.15 PM on 17-07-2012 

Sl. 
No. 

Name Name of Organization 
Contact 

No. 
E-mail 

1 Kaushik Bhattacharya S D O , GoWB 9434755222 kaushik1982@gmail.com 

2 Chandan Kanti Neogi West Bengal Police 9831882330   

3 Sebananda Panda B D O.Kulpi,  GoWB 9051929307 bdokulpi@gmail.com 

4 Ardhendu Sekhar  West Bengal Police, Kulpi 9830229602   

5 Devdoot Dutta PS, S24P 9836638868   

6 Pradyut  Kumar. Mondal Karmadyarkha Shiksha 9732695020   

7 Utpal Bikash Pradhan ACDPO, Kulpi, ICDS 9007543148 utpalbpradhan@gmail.com  

8 Haridas Das CDPO, Kulpi 9734551773 cdpo.kulpi.s24p@gmail.com 

mailto:kaushik1982@gmail.com
mailto:bdokulpi@gmail.com
mailto:utpalbpradhan@gmail.com
mailto:cdpo.kulpi.s24p@gmail.com


21 | P a g e 
 

9 Kartik Ch. Sarkar Sikshabandhu, Kulpi 9002975711   

10 Subhash Chander Das  Sub Inspector Schools, Kuranjali, Kulpi I  9836872918   

11 Sujit Chakarbarty SIS/Kulpi III 9433659435   

12 Golam Dastgir Alam Childline Team Member CINI, Diamond Hrbr 9647486853   

13 Archana Halder Childline Team member CINI, S24 Pargna 8001270845   

14 Kabita Halder Savapati  Panchayat Samiti, Kulpi 9732906211   

15 Partha Roy State representative NCPCR 9831107383   

16 Rishi Kant Shakti Vahini 9711177982   

 

 

Meeting with District Administration of South 24 Parganas on 17
th

 July 2012: 

The team from the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) shared their 

observations in a meeting held with the District Administration of South 24 Parganas based on their 

visit to the field areas of trafficking prone blocks: Pather Protima, Kulpi and Kakdwip on 17
th
 July 

2012. It was strongly felt that empowering the Village Level Voluntary Cop ( a public 

 

Meeting with District Administration, South 24 Parganas: 

 

 (servant on the rolls of the District administration employed by the West Bengal Govt), to report to 

Gram Panchayat, the Gram Pramukh, the local Police Station and the Block Pramukh on the first 

information in the case of a missing child from the village and identification of suspect trafficker, 

will be of great help in sorting out the issue of trafficking of children. The need was felt to make the 

concerned stake holder including NGO working in the area, the Police and even the District level 

AHTU more aware of the nuances of the isues related to trafficking of children. However, the need 

for public display of child help line number and other important numbers was stressed upon and it 

was agreed by the District officials that it will soon be carried out. It was also impressed that to 

avoid re-trafficking of the girls, the details of already identified traffickers be circulated among the 

various Village Pramukhs in the block by the Police. The issue of child trafficking should be 

discussed during VHNDs and other Panchayat meetings. 
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National Commission for Protection  of Child Rights    
Meeting with : District Administration and CID, South 24 Pgns.@ DM's Office on 18-07-2012@10.30 AM  

Sl. 
No. 

Name Name of Organization Contact No. E-mail 

1 Narayan S Nigam DM. S24Parganas 

033-

24791473 dmsouth24@gmail.com 

2 Praveen Kr. Tripathi SP, S24P 

033-

24793333 ptripathi.2004@gmail.com 

3 Y Rathnakar Rao  ADM (Gen), S24P 9433033355 admgs24p@gmail.com 

4 Anurag Srivastava ADM (Dev), S24P 9836817555   

5 Indrani Sinha Director, Sanlaap 9831047769 indrani.sanlaap@gmail.com 

6 Tapati Bhowmick Sanlaap 9831380830 tapoti_bhowmick@rediffmail.com 

7 Sharmistha Banerjee PO cum DWO S24P 

033-

24791205 pos24pgs@gmail.com 

8 Indrani Banerjee 
Dist. Cord. childline school of women 

studies 9433177203 baner_indranee@rediffmail.com 

9 
Chandrakanta Das 

Mahapatra Dy SP DEB, S24P 9051733777   

10 Manoj Kr. Saha Astt Labour Comr. Alipore 9870371284 rloalipore@bsnl.in 

11 Abhijit Chaudhary BDO,Kakdwip 9433274661   

12 Preoshi Patranabis  Sr. Prog.Cord., CIF 9831754104 sreoshi@childrenindia.org.in 

13 A K Nath SDO, Kakdwip 9434033200   

14 AK Hajra BDO,Pathir Protima 9735325263 bdopathar@gmail.com 

15 Kaushik Bhattacharya SDO, Diamond Harbour 9434755222 sdo.diamondharbose@gmail.com  

16 Tanvir Afzal SDO, Sadar, Alipore 9433021681 sdocan@gmail.com 

17 Shekhar Sen SDO Canning 9434743004 sdocan@gmail.com 

18 Arshad Hasan Warsi SDO, Baruipur 98733427728   

19 Swarup Kumar Paul Addl Director,  9433427728   

20 Bijli Mallik  Chairperson, CWC S24P 9831083975 bijhmallik@hotmail.com 

21 Nandana Sen RAHI 9821368900 NANDANASEN@YAHOO.COM 

22 Satya Gopal Dey CRY 9903385077 satya.dey@gmail.com 

23 Rishi Kant Shakti Vahini, Jalpaiguri 9711177982 shaktivahini@yahoo.co.in 

24 Partha Roy St. Rep NCPCR 9831107383   

25 Sudip Mookherjee CDPO, Behala 24792181 behalaicdsproject@gmail.com 

26 Anil Kr. Sarkar DPO (ICDS) S24P 9733228442 dpo.icdss24p@gmail.com 

27 
Tushar Kanti 
Chattopadhaya DSWO, S/24 9433656683 DSWOS24@GMAIL.COM 

28 

ArunRanjan 

Bhattacharya Project Director NCLP 9433140610   

29 Nihar Ranjan Raptan Goranbose Gram Bikassh Kendra 9609127961 nraptan@gmail.com 

30 Sebananda Panda BDO, Kulpi 9051929307 bdokulpil@gmail.com 

31 Saktipada Mandal Kaikhali Samadan Samiti 9732733252 samadhan_sakti@rediffmail.com 

32 SK Abdur Rajjab Pathir Protima Panchayat Samiti 9732633178   

33 Sujit Kr. Maity DPO-SSM, S24P 9477268423 sdmsouth24@gmail.com 

34 Tapasi Das Astt. Insp.of school,(SE) S24P 9880483084   

35 Swapna Banerjee DOS(PE) S24P 9051872884   
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Visit to ñKishalaya Homeò for Boys, Barasat, District North 24 Parganas: 
 

A NCPCR team, led by member Vinod Kumar Tikoo made a surprise visit to a Govt run shelter 

home for children in need of care and protection in Barasat in West Bengal on 18
th
 of July 2012. 

  

Beddings rolled lying on a cot, to be used during the 

night by the children. Floor can be seen as too dirty. 

Muddy Kitchen presented a very unhygienic look with 

meals (Rice & Dal) ready for the evening.   
 

The Children Home is housed in an erstwhile fortified Jail, which was used a few years ago for 

housing the Naxalites arrested. High boundary walls, heavy fortified grills and the heavy bolts 

confirmed that the Home had been used earlier as a Jail to reform the hard core criminals and arrested 

Naxalites, as reported by the Superintendent of the Home. The complex needs modifications to suit 

the requirements of a Shelter home for children.  

The team members were shocked to see condition of half clad 129 child inmates (aged between 7 -18 

years) crammed in 4 dormitories with hardly any cost. Most of the children were forced to sleep on 

the floor throughout the year. The rooms were not clean and the boys, aged between 10-18 yrs, 

  
The pathetic unusable condition of the toilet in the dorm The wash area attached to the dormitory 

were required to cook their own lunch and dinner besides cleaning utensils.  When asked to explain 

the same, the Superintendent informed that there was a G.O. saying that children above the age of 

14were required to do all the chores like cooking, washing, cleaning etc. However, when requested to 

produce a copy of the same, the said G.O. could not be produced, nonetheless insisting that the said 

G.O. was issued by the Govt. of West Bengal. The condition of the toilet block attached to each 
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dormitory was pathetic, stinking and without even any doors. The washrooms also did not have any 

doors. One soap cake was provided to be used by 30 children. No towels were reportedly provided to 

the children.  

The children also informed the team that the caretaker would beat them up on small pretexts. The 

inmates told the team even though a doctor is supposed to visit the home regularly; he did not really 

show any concern for the children and would attend a child only when very sick. It was observed that 

a child, who was diagnosed as suffering from hepatitis, was prescribed antibiotics, cough syrup and 

Paracetamol.  On going through some other prescriptions for even common fever, same medicine was 

prescribed.  NCPCR Member felt pained to see the way sick children were treated so callously. The 

Superintendent was not even aware of certain entitlements to children in the institutional settings the 

children were not provided with the proper set of clothing on their arrival in the Home. The home 

lacked the livable conditions and the children were also routinely subjected to corporal punishment 

for committing petty mistakes while undertaking chores such as mopping the floor, washing clothes, 

cooking etc. The children were reportedly not receiving any formal education and were not allowed  

  

The indoor game ïCarrom Board in Kishaloy Home  The team interacting with the children in a dormitory 

to go to school. There was no facility for the clean drinking water. Children complained of frequent 

stomach aches for which the pharmacist in the absence of the Doctor would prescribe some medicine. 

This matter was brought to the notice of District Magistrate of North 24 Paraganas over phone and 

was requested by the Member NCPCR to make an urgent visit to the Home next day to ascertain the 

gaps in child protection entitlements as it should be in the Child Care Institution and take appropriate 

& necessary corrective measures to put certain mechanisms in place and to improve the condition of 

the children in the Home.  
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District Murshidabad:  

              

Headquarter: Baharampur 

Subdivisions: Murshidabad Sadar,Jangipur, Kandi, Lalbaag 

             BASIC INDICATORS OF DISTRICT MURSHIDABAD , WEST  BENGAL  

Description 2011 2001 

Actual Population 71,02,430 58,66,569 

Male 36,29,595 30,05,000 

Female 34,72,835 28,61,569 

Population Growth 21.07% 23.76% 

Area Sq. Km 5,324 5,324 

Density/km2 1,334 1,102 

Proportion to West Bengal Population 7.78% 7.32% 

Child Population under 0-6 yrs age 9,79,425  (13.79%) 10,44,249 (17.80%) 

There was a net decline of 4.01% in the Child population 0-6 yrs of 2011 as compared to 2001 

Murshidabad District with a population of 71,02,430 of which male and female were 36,29,595 

(51%) and 34,72,835(49%) respectively has about 70% of the population as Muslim as per the 

census of 2011. Murshidabad has an average literacy rate of 67.53%, higher than the national 

average male literacy is 71%, and female literacy is 63%. In Murshidabad, 12% of the population is 

under 6 years of age. 
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The district is drained by the Bhagirathi and Jalangi rivers and their tributaries. Rice, jute, legumes, 

oilseeds, wheat, barley, and mangoes are the chief crops in the east; extensive mulberry cultivation 

is carried out in the west.  

NCPCR Team activities for 19 ï 07 - 2012 

19.07.2012 

TIME  

ACTIVITIES  

0900 HRS Meeting with NGOs working on child rights issues and the state officials from 

Departments of WCD and Health, who were present at the Circuit House, 

Behrampore, Murshidabad. 

1100 HRS Visit to Ananda Ashram, Home for Boys. 

¶ The home was divided into two areas. One which housed the Children in 

Need of Care and Protection (CNCP) and the other for the Children in 

Conflict with Law (CICL) 

1400 HRS Visit to Kadai Home for Destitute 

1600 HRS Meeting with the DM and other district officials at the Circuit House.  
 

Meeting with Civil Societies of  District Murshidabad on 19
th
 July 2012: 

 

The NCPCR Team interacted with the Civil Society Organizations working in the various areas of 

Child Rights in the District Murshidabad. The meeting was organized through the Department of 

Social Welfare at Conference Hall of Circuit House, Murshidabad.  

The Team sought inputs from the NGOs on the issues that emerged from working in the field. It 

was informed that Murshidabad predominantly comprised of the minority community, wherein the 

fathers would abandon the families leaving the hapless mothers to rear the children and which at 

times results in trafficking of the minors even. The practice also resulted in establishing of Cottage 

Homes which as per the State Rules provide the long term boarding & lodging upto the age of 18 

years. The State Government supports such Cottage Homes with funds @Rs.33/ per day per child.  

Such Cottage Homes find the funding support meager under the current rate of inflation and have 

been requesting the State Govt. to enhance the rates. Besides the delay at times in release of funds 

also cause hardships to the Homes and the children ultimately. 

It was mentioned by the representative of an NGO that a School for Children with Special Needs 

under SSM at Murshidabad-Nadia border that housed 50 children have not been receiving funds 

and have been forced to run on collections and donations. A representation on the issue was 

reported to have been given to the DM at an earlier occasion and was awaiting response from the 

Administration. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jalangi_River
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Team members interacting with representatives of Civil Societies of Behrampore, Murshidabad. 
 

Representative from Nabodisha School for Mentally Challenged children catering to 25 children upto 

the age of 12 years of age informed that their request for release of funds from SSM, despite an 

inspection having been conducted by the authorities has not seen the light of the day. Strangely the 

causes for the high rate of mental retardation of children in the area has still not been traced. 
   

The Civil Societies working on Child Labour issue informed that the child labour is in existence and 

the same is in the knowledge of the Labour Department too for the vulnerable age group ranging 12-

18 years.  The need for the mapping of children in child labour was seriously felt. It was informed 

that mapping was done in 3 wards only, where 179 child labor was identified and assured a similar 

exercise would be conducted for the other wards. The Child in Need Institute (CINI) also informed 

that in 2010-11 88 cases and in 2011-12 68 cases of child labour were identified and the list was 

passed on to the DLC and the CWC ïMurshidabad, but of no avail as no action was taken by either. 

Regarding issue of Child Marriages in the District, Childline stated that the incidence of Child 

Marriage in the area is very high. Data has been sent to the state Government with respect to the said 

complaint; however no action had been taken. A survey of children out of school has been conducted 

by them: 

¶ No. of cases handled per month ï 5 to 6 

¶ No. of distress calls per day ï 333 (on an average) 

Since Murshidabad is regarded as a trafficking source area, the district administration with the help of 

NGOs decided that every Gram Panchayat must have Migration Cards , in order to identify those 

migrating under 18 years. The Administration has already issued the said Migration Card in 150 
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Gram Panchayats. The card, a useful tool in tracking the migrated or resultant trafficked child also 

contains the number to be contacted in case of emergency. In the past 3 months 35 Gram Panchayats 

have successfully registered 2000 migrations the process of completing the maintenance of the said 

card is on.  
 

Regarding Drop Out children, it was reported by ASHA, an NGO that the children are losing out on 

education as boys are being engaged in work with their father and girls in house hold work or in 

market with their mother. Issue of demand of Rs 10 as fees as well as demand of a copy of -birth 

certificates at the time of admission in Schools was also discussed. It was also informed that after a 

group of ladies gathered together and protested against it, the school discontinued its practice. 

The problem faced by many of Civil Societies working in the area of Child Trafficking was reported 

to be that of in-action by the Police.  It was generally felt by all representatives og NGOs that cases of 

trafficking were not being registered. Even in cases where case was registered, only Section 372 of 

the IPC was being mentioned and ITPA was not being invoked. Further the AHTU was not working 

as a government agency. It was noted that no juvenile police officer under SJPU was present. Team 

Member enquired as to whether cases were being registered after 15 days of it being entered into the 

GD.  
 

Another problem lay in the fact that not all cases were being transferred from the local police station 

to the AHTU cell. It was recognized that the reason behind this was that the police had not been 

properly sensitized to the issue of trafficking and needed a proper orientation on trafficking of 

children and their rights. It was suggested that the CWC needs to put the AHTU cell into action and 

CWCs intervention was very important. 

Recommendations:  

¶ Survey on Child Labour should be conducted and mapping should be done on Out-of-School 

Children in the District. 

¶ Each child should be admitted in the age appropriate class after completion of Bridge Course. 

¶ Awareness Programmes should be organized by Civil Organizations for combating child 

trafficking and child marriage issues. 

¶ Maintenance of registration records on migrating families needs to be encouraged in all the 

Gram Panchayats which should follow-up on the regular tracking of such families. 

¶ Services of Village Level Cop as first information person  for reporting on the missing child 

in the village/dwelling unit be put into implementation after due training. 
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Safe Migration Card used in Murshidabad
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National Commission for Protection  of Child Rights    
Meeting with : Civil Society Organisations in Circuit House, Murshidabad on 19-07-2012 @9.30 AM  

Sl. 
No. 

Name Name of Organization 
Contact 

No. 
E-mail 

1 AN Chaudhari DSWO in charge 9433322723 dpo.icdss24p@gmail.com 

2 Sucharita Chakrabarty CINI, Murshidabad 9609723818 cini_murshidabad@yahoo.com 

3 Devika Goshal CINI, Murshidaba 9647405137 cini_murshidabad@yahoo.com 

4 Jayanta Choudhary  CINI, Murshidaba 9232662025 cini_murshidabad@yahoo.com 

5 Rahul Chakarbarty Palsa Pakay Mangan Samiti  9647437486 ppusmet@gmail.com 

6 Daisy Begum Bhabna Assn for People's Upliftmt 9434856683 bapu.india@gmail.com 

7 Anoop Roy BAPU 9609456939 bapu.india@gmail.com 

8 Manik Sarkar Gorabazar Sahid, khudiram pathagar(Childline) 9733729240 skp1098@yahoo.com 

9 Aparup Das MARFAT,Shree Bharav,Thakurpara 9932327442 marful_india@hotmail.com 

10 Laxmi Nidhi Sinha Nabodisha  9474765113   

11 Uttam Adhikari Berham Pore, Nabodisha 9932875887   

12 Abdul Gani Mondal Nadia Murshidabad, Cottage Home 9733938284   

13 Md. Abdul Ahad 
Jhunka Prati bandhi aloke niketan, 

Beldanga  9732504402   

14 Sarbesevar Mondal Haripor Dr.Ambedkar Mission 9434638302   

15 Dr. Debasish Domkal vikas kendra 9735419851 vikaskendra.2009@rediffmail.com 

16 Dr. Prabud Manna Alokendu Bodh Niketan  9433333722   

17 Tanmay Mukherjee SPMUS 
9475770663, 

03482-232032 SPMUSNGO@GMAIL.COM 

18 Shila Das ASHA 8768087808   

19 Laxman Mukherjee Jhunka Pratibondhi Aloke Niketan 9732504402   

20 Partha Roy State representative NCPCR 9831107383   

21 Rishi Kant Shakti Vahini/Jalpaiguri 9711177982 shaktivahini@yahoo.co.in 
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VISIT TO SHELTER HOME  FOR BOYS - ANAND ASHRAM , BEHRAMPORE , MURSHIDABAD  

ON 19
TH

 JULY 2012: 

  

      Team members interacting with children and staff of Anand Ashram during the visit. 
 

I . CHILDREN IN NEED OF CARE &  PROTECTION  

On arrival at the home the building having been used as a Jail to reform convicts till a few years ago 

and currently being used as a Children Home, it was observed by the team that classes were being 

conducted for the boys of class1 to 4 in a dormitory room with strength of few boys only. On 

observation and interaction, the following observations were made by the team members: 

1. The Children attend school regularly. Exams were in progress for the higher classes. On 

visiting their dormitories, team members were pleased to observe them studying attentively. 

2. The Children reported they were happy here. They enjoyed a routine life, which included 

regular meals, regular attendance in school, time for study and home work as well as play 

time. However the access to safe drinking water was absolutely lacking. The only 

aquaguard filter installed and not in working condition was out of reach of the young ones, 

installed on first floor in the office complex. 

3. On being asked about their meals the following was reported: 

i.  Breakfast  ï Puffed Rice + Jaggery 

ii.   Lunch   ï Rice + Fish/Egg + Dal 

iii.   Tea Time   ï bread + Banana 

iv.   Dinner   ï Rice + Vegetables + Dal 
 

4. It was informed by the children that they are being provided with special food such as 

sweets on days of festivities. However, they were not part of the decision making process 

when it came to deciding their menu. 

5. The children reported that they did participate in extra-curricular activities like singing, 

dance, and acting in plays. There were special functions conducted on Independence Day, 

and Raksha Bandhan. 

6. Although the teachers claimed that there was a computer on the premises, the children did 

not get to use it. 

7. Children have access to Television; however the Television had been not been in a working 

condition for 2 days and was yet to be repaired. 


