NationalCommissiorior Protectionof ChildRights

Preface

Children constitute 39 per cent of our population. The Constitution of India has made
special provisions for the well being of children. The Directive Principles of State Policy also
directs States to ensure that children are given opportunities to develop and not abused.
However, when the rights of children are threatened, the role of Government, Child Rights’

organisations and the Media becomes paramount.

Media as the fourth pillar of Democracy has the onus of highlighting and bringing
forth any violation of rights of children for the concerned authority to take due action. From
exposing the plight of children in difficult circumstances to reporting day-to-day incidents of
abuse and exploitation, Media has an extremely significant responsibility in safeguarding the
rights of our children. It is important of the Media to be informed about various measures and
mechanisms, including legislations, treaties, schemes, programmes etc, already in place in

India, for protection of children.

To inform and assist media persons about the various Child Laws in the country,
enacted to protect Child Rights, I am pleased to present this comprehensive compilation titled
‘Understanding Child Rights - Handbook for Media Professionals’ brought out by the
National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) in collaboration with Centre
for Media Studies (CMS), New Delhi. It is simple user- friendly compilation for easy

referencing.

I hope this Media Handbook will find this Handbook useful and put into good use for
developing the Rights perspective while reporting children’s issues in the interest of the

children of our country.

The Commission welcomes suggestions for further improving this Handbook.

(Stuti Kacker)
Chairperson, NCPCR
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1.3 OtherMajor Legislations
a) Commissiongor the Protectionof ChildRights(ChildRightsAct, 2005)

TheAct providesfor the constitution of a Nationalaswell as StateCommissiongor Protection
of ChildRights(NCPCRnd SCPCR8) every Stateand Union Territory. Thefunctionsand powersof
the Nationaland StateCommissionareto:

e Examineand review the legal safeguardgrovided by or under any law for the protection of
childrightsandrecommendmeasuredor their effectiveimplementation

e Prepareandpresentreportsto the CentralGovernmenion the workingof thesesafeguards

e Inquire into violations of child rights and recommend initiation of proceedingswhere
necessary

e Undertakeperiodicreview of policies,programmesand other activitiesrelatedto childrights
with referenceto treatiesand other internationalinstruments

e Spreadawarenessboutchildrightsamongvarioussectionsof society

e EstablisiChildren’sCourtsfor speedytrial of offencesagainstchildrenor of violation of child
rights

e GetStategovernmentsand UTadministrationso appointa SpeciaPublicProsecutorfor every
Children’sCourt

National Commissiorfor Protectionof ChildRights(NCPCR)

NCPCHRvassetup in March2007in NewDelhi. TheCommission’snandateisto ensurethat all
Laws Policies Programmesand AdministrativeMechanismsare in consonancavith the ChildRights
perspectiveas enshrinedin the Constitutionof India and alsothe UN Conventionon the Rightsof
the Child. NCPCRemphasisesthe principle of universality and inviolability of child rights and
recogniseshe tone of urgencyin all the child related policiesof the country.

TheFunctionsof NCPCHRre:

a) Examineandreviewthe safeguardgrovidedby or underanylaw for the time beingin force
for the protection of child rights and recommend measures for their effective
implementation;

b) Presentto the CentralGovernmentannuallyand at suchother intervals,asthe Commission
maydeemfit, reportsuponthe workingof thosesafeguards;

¢) Inquireinto violationsof childrightsandrecommendinitiation of proceedingsn suchcases;

d) Examineall factors that inhibit the enjoyment of rights of children affected by terrorism,
communal violence, riots, natural disaster, domestic violence, HIV/AIDS, trafficking,
maltreatment, torture and exploitation, pornography and prostitution and recommend
appropriateremedialmeasures;

e) Lookinto the mattersrelatingto childrenin need of specialcare and protection including
childrenin distress,marginalisedand disadvantagecthildren, childrenin conflict with law,
juveniles, children without family and children of prisonersand recommendappropriate
remedialmeasures;

f) Study treaties and other international instruments and undertake periodical review of
existing policies,programsand other activities on child rights and make
recommendationdor their effectiveimplementationin the bestinterestof children;

g) Undertakeandpromoteresearchin the field of childrights;
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h) Spread child rights literacy among various sections of the society and promote
awarenessof the safeguardsavailablefor protection of these rights through publications,
the media,seminarsand other availablemeans;

i) Inspector causeto be inspected any juvenile custodial home, or any other place of
residenceor institution meantfor children,underthe control of the CentralGovernmentany
State Government or any other authority, including any institution run by a social
organisation; where children are detained or lodged for the purpose of treatment,
reformation or protection and take up with these authorities for remedialaction, if found
necessary;

i) Inquireinto complaintsandtake suo-motu notice of mattersrelatingto,

. Deprivationandviolation of childrights;

. Nonimplementationof lawsprovidingfor protectionand developmentof children;

iii. Noncompliance of policy decisions, guidelines or instructions aimed at mitigating
hardships to and ensuring welfare of the children and to provide relief to such
children,or take up the issuesarisingout of suchmatterswith appropriateauthorities;and

k) Suchother functionsasit may considernecessaryor the promotion of child rights and any
other matter incidentalto the abovefunctions.

Additional functionsasper NCPCRules,2006:

a) Analyseexistinglaw, policyand practiceto assessompliancewith Conventionon the Rights
of the Child, undertakeinquiries and produce reports on any aspectof policy or practice
affectingchildrenand commenton proposednew legislationfrom a child rights perspective;

b) Presentto the CentralGovernmentannuallyand at suchother intervalsasthe Commission
maydeemfit, reportsuponthe workingof thosesafeguards;

c) Undertake formal investigationswhere concern has been expressedeither by children
themselvesor by concernedpersonon their behalf;

d) Ensurethat the work of the Commissions directly informed by the views of childrenin
orderto reflect prioritiesand perspective;

e) Promote,respectandseriousconsiderationof the viewsof childrenin its work andin that of
all GovernmentDepartmentsand Organizationslealingwith child;

f) Produceanddisseminatenformationaboutchildrights;

g) Compileandanalyzedataon children;

h) Promotethe incorporationof child rights into the schoolcurriculum,teacherstraining and
training of personneldealingwith children.

FilingComplaintwith NCPCRn any ChildRightViolations

One of the core mandatesof the Commissioris to inquire into complaintsof violations of
child rights. The Commissionis also required to take suo moto cognizanceof serious casesof
violation of childrightsandto examinefactorsthat inhibit the enjoymentof rightsof children.

i) Through Online Complaint Management System - eBaalNidan

The online complaint managementsystem,e BaalNidanis speciallydevelopedby the Commission
for filing grievancesrelating to violation of child rights. Any individualor organisationcan, free of
cost,file acomplaintonline.

http://www.ebaalnidan.nic.in/Mélcome.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f
i) Through POCSO e-box
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It is an easy, direct and confidential medium for reporting any case of sexual assaultunder
Protectionof Childrenfrom SexualOffences(POCSOAct, 2012. 1t is displayedprominently in the
home pageof the NCPCRvebsite,wherethe userhasto simplypressa button calledPOSC@ box.

http://ncpcer.gov.in/index2.php
iii) Other ways

Complaintscanalsobe filed personallyby beingpresentat the Commission’sffice, througha phone
call,through postandthroughemail.

b) JuvenileJustice(Careand Protectionof Children)Act, 2015

The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 is a comprehensive
legislationthat has replacedthe JuvenileJustice(Careand Protection of Children)Act, 2000. It
providesfor strengthenedprovisionsfor both Childrenin Need of Careand Protection (CICPand
Childrenin Conflictwith Law(CICLpy cateringto their developmentneeds,and by adoptinga childr
friendly approachin the adjudicationand dispositionof mattersin the bestinterest of childrenand
for their ultimate rehabilitationthroughvariousinstitutions establishedunderthe Act.

Severahew offencescommitted againstchildren,which, are so far not adequatelycovered
underanyother law, are includedin the Act. Theseincludesaleand procurementof childrenfor any
purposeincludingillegaladoption, corporalpunishmentin child careinstitutions, use of childrenby
militant groups,offencesagainstdisabledchildrenand, kidnappingand abductionof children.

The Act providesclarity in powers, function and responsibilitiesof JuvenileJusticeBoard
(JIBand ChildWelfare Committee(CWC)The JuvenilelusticeBoardis giventhe option to transfer
casef heinousoffencesby child offendersto a Children’sCourt(Courtof Sessionafter conducting
preliminaryassessmento determineif they shouldbe tried asadults.

Apart from the JuvenileJustice(Careand Protection of Children)Act, 2015 the Juvenile
Justice(Careand Protection)Act, 2000alsocontainsan important provisionunder section21 which
prohibits publication of name etc. of Juvenilein Conflictwith Lawor Childrenin need of Careand
Protectioninvolvedin anyproceedingsinderthe Act.
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Tablel.1 Authorities under JJAct, 2015

Authorities/Agencies/Institutions/Functionariesunder JJAct at different levels

Details Levelat whichit isto Authority Responsibléor their
be setup establishment

Boards

CentralAdvisoryBoard National UnionMinistry of Womenand Child
Development

StateAdvisoryBoard State StateGovernmenthrough
SelectionCommittee

District/CityAdvisoryBoard District StateGovernment

JuvenileJusticeBoard(JJB) District StateGovernmenton
recommendatiormadeby Selection
Committee

Committee

SelectionCommittee State StateGovernment

InspectionCommitteewrt Children| State StateGovernment

Home’sonly

InspectionCommitteewrt Children| District StateGovernmenton

Home’sonly recommendatiormadeby Selection
Committee

ChildWelfareCommittee(CNCP) | District StateGovernmenton

recommendatiormadeby Selection
Committee

Children’sCommittee

In everylnstitution

Officerin chargeof the institution

ManagemeniCommittee

In everylnstitution

DistrictChildProtectionUnit
(UCPUbr District
Magistrate/Collectomwherethereis
no DCPU

Authorities/Units/Organizations/Agencies

StateLevelAid Serviceduthority | State StateGovernment
StateChildProtectionUnit (SCPU) | State StateGovernment
DistrictChildProtectionUnit District StateGovernment
(DCPU)

SpecialuvenilePoliceUnit (SIPU) | District StateGovernment
Homes/Institutional CareFacilities

Children’sHomes(CNCP) District StateGovernment
ShelterHomes(CNCP) District StateGovernment
Specialized\doptionAgencies District StateGovernment
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(CNCP)

After CareOrganization District StateGovernment
(CCL+CNCP)

ObservatiorHomes(CCL) District StateGovernment
SpeciaHomes(CCL) District StateGovernment
Placeof Safety(CCL) District StateGovernment
Functionaries

ChiefJudiciaMagistrate District HighCourtof that State
ProbationOfficer District StateGovernment
WelfareOfficer District StateGovernment
JuvenileWelfareOfficer In everypolicestation DCP/SP

Two SociaWorkersin SJPUs District StateGovernment

*Note: State Government means
the concerned Department of the
State Government dealing with
child protection. In some states it is
the Department of Women and
Child Development/Welfare and in
some others it is the Department of
Social Welfare/Social Justice

The JuvenileJustice Act has establishedthe Child Welfare Committee (CWC)as the competent
authority to dealwith Childrenin Needof Careand Protection(CNCPandthe JuvenileJusticeBoard
asthe final authority to disposeof the casedor Childrenin Conflictwith Law(CCL).
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Figu re 1.1 Processes for dealing with Children in Need of Care &
Protection (CNCP) under JJ Act, 2015
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Figure 1.2 Pro cesses fo r dealin g with Chi Id in Con flict with Law
(CCL) u nder JJ Act, 2015

Tablel.2 Procedure at Police Stationsfor CCL
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CentralAdoption ResourceAuthority’ (CARA)

Central Adoption ResourceAuthority (CARA)is a statutorybody of Ministry of
Women & Child Development,Governmentof India constituted under Section68 of the JJ
Act, 2015.1t functionsasthe nodalbody for adoption of Indianchildrenand is mandatedto
monitor and regulate in country and inter country adoptions. CARAIs designatedas the
CentralAuthority to dealwith inter country adoptionsin accordancewith the provisionsof
the HagueConventionon Inter country Adoption, 1993, ratified by Governmentof Indiain
2003.CARAprimarily dealswith adoption of orphan, abandonedand surrenderedchildren
throughits associated/recogniseddoptionagencies.

c) Protectionof Childrenfrom SexualOffences(POCSQjct, 2012

The POCS@\ct, 2012 strengthensthe legal provisionsfor the protection of childrenfrom
sexualabuseand exploitation. Forthe first time, a speciallaw hasbeenpassedo addressthe issue
of sexualoffencesagainstchildren.Sexuabffencesare currently coveredunder different sectionsof
IPCThelPCdoesnot providefor all typesof sexualoffencesagainstchildrenand, more importantly,
doesnot distinguishbetweenadult and child victims.

The POCS@ct, 2012 definesa child asany personbelow the age of 18 yearsand provides
protection to all children under the age of 18 yearsfrom the offencesof sexualassault,sexual
harassmentndpornography.

The Act identifies five sexual offences against children penetrative sexual assault,
aggravatedpenetrativesexualassault,sexualassault,aggravatedsexualassault,sexualharassment,
andusinga child for pornographicpurposes Abetmentof or an attempt to committheseoffencesis
alsopunishableunderthe Act. Theseoffencesare genderneutral vis a visthe perpetratoraswell as
the victim. The Act requiresthe State Governmentdo designatethe Sessiongourtin eachdistrict
as a SpecialCourt to try offences under the Act. If, however, a Children’s Court under the
Commissiong$or Protectionof ChildRightsAct, 20050r SpecialCourtfor a similarpurposehasbeen
notified in a district, then that court will try offencesunderthis Act.

UnderSectiond4 of the Protectionof Childrenfrom SexualDffencePOCSQ)ctand Rule6
of POCS@Rules,2012,the Nationaland State Commissiondor Protectionof Child Rights
havebeenfurther empowered:

a) Tomonitor the implementationof Protectionof Childrenfrom SexualOffences(POCSQ)ct,
2012;

b) Tomonitor the designationof SpecialCourtsby StateGovernments;
c) Tomonitor the appointmentof PublicProsecutordy StateGovernments;

d) Tomonitor the formulation of the guidelinesdescribedin section39 of the Act by the State
Governmentsfor the use of non governmentalorganisationsprofessionalsand expertsor
personshavingknowledgeof psychology socialwork, physicalhealth, mental health and
child developmentto be associatedvith the pre trial andtrial stageto assistthe child, and
to monitor the applicationof theseguidelines;

e) Tomonitor the designingand implementationof modulesfor training police personneland
other concernedpersons,includingofficers of the Centraland State Governmentsfor the
effectivedischargeof their functionsunderthe Act;
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f) To monitor and support the Central Government and State Governments for the
disseminationof information relating to the provisionsof the Act through mediaincluding
the television,radio and print mediaat regularintervals,so asto makethe generalpublic,
childrenaswell astheir parentsand guardiansawareof the provisionsof the Act;

g) Tocallfor areport on any specificcaseof child sexualabusefallingwithin the jurisdictionof
aCWC,;

h) Tocollectinformationanddataon its own or from the relevantagenciegegardingreported
casesof sexualabuseand their disposalunder the processesestablishedunder the Act,
includinginformation on the following:r

i.  Numberanddetailsof offencesreported underthe Act;
ii.  Whether the procedures prescribed under the Act and rules were followed,
includingthoseregardingtimeframes;
iii.  Detailsof arrangementdor careand protection of victimsof offencesunderthis Act,
includingarrangementdor emergencymedicalcareand medicalexamination;and,
iv.  Detailsregardingassessmenbof the needfor care and protection of a child by the
concernedCWdn anyspecificcase.

i) To assesshe implementation of the provisionsof the Act and to include a report in a
separatechapterin its AnnualReportto the Parliament.
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Table 1.3 Key auth  orities under the POCSO Act, 2012
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Figure 1.3 Proc esses un der the P OCSO Act, 2012
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d) Rightof Childrento Freeand CompulsoryEducationAct (RTEAct), 2009

The Constitution (Eightysixth Amendment) Act, 2002 inserted Article 21 A in the
Constitutionof Indiato providefree and compulsoryeducationof all childrenin the agegroup of six
to fourteenyearsasa FundamentaRightin sucha mannerasthe Statemay, by law, determine.The
Right of Childrento Free and Compulsory Education (RTE)Act, 2009, which represents the
consequentialegislationenvisagedinder Article 21 A, meansthat everychild hasaright to full time
elementaryeducationof satisfactoryand equitable quality in a formal schoolwhich satisfiescertain
essentiahormsandstandards.

The RTEAct cameinto effect on 1** April 2010. Thetitle of the RTEAct incorporatesthe
words ‘free and compulsory’.‘Freeeducation’meansthat no child, other than a child who hasbeen
admitted by his or her parentsto a schoolwhichis not supportedby the appropriate Government,
shall be liable to pay any kind of fee or chargesor expensesvhich may prevent him or her from
pursuingand completingelementaryeducation.‘Compulsoryeducation’ castsan obligationon the
appropriate Governmentand local authorities to provide and ensure admission,attendanceand
completion of elementary educationby all childrenin the 6 44 age groups. With this, India has
movedforward to a rights basedframeworkthat castsa legal obligation on the Centraland State
Governmentsto implement this fundamental child right as enshrined in Article 21A of the
Constitution,in accordancevith the provisionsof the RTEAct. Otherimportant provisionsof the RTE
Actare asfollows:

Sectionll of RTEActallowsthe governmentto makenecessanarrangementor providingfree prer
schoolto children above the age of three years with a view to prepare them for elementary
education.

Sectionl7 callsfor Protectionof ChildrenagainstCorporalPunishmenin Schoolsand Institutions.

Section12 (1) (c) mandatesa minimum of 25%free seatsfor childrenbelongingto weakersections
anddisadvantagedyroups(EWS)n all private unaidedprimaryschools.

TheRTEAct providesa broad outline for a redressmechanisnincludingthe localauthorities
and QuasiJudiciarybodies/Humanrights institutions (given below). The mediais an empowered
participantin the implementationof the Act, ensuringthe rightful deliveryof the provisionsin place.

Section31 callsfor monitoringthe child'sright to education:

(1) The National Commissiorfor Protectionof Child Rightsconstituted under section 3, or, asthe
casemay be, the State Commissiorfor Protectionof Child Rightsconstituted under section17, of
the Commissiondor Protection of Child RightsAct, 2005 (4 of 2006), shall, in addition to the
functionsassignedo them underthat Act, alsoperformthe followingfunctions,namely:r r

a) examineandreviewthe safeguardgor rights providedby or underthis Actandrecommend
measuredor their effectiveimplementation;

b) inquireinto complaintsrelatingto child'sright to free and compulsoryeducation;and

c) take necessarysteps as provided under sections15 and 24 of the said Commissiongor
Protectionof ChildRightsAct.

(2) Thesaid Commissionshall,while inquiring into any matters relatingto child'sright to free and
compulsoryeducationunder clause(c) of subsection(1), havethe samepowersasassignedo them
respectivelyunder sectionsl4 and 24 of the Commission$or Protectionof ChildRightsAct.

(3) Where the State Commissiorfor Protectionof ChildRightshasnot been constitutedin a State,
the appropriate Governmentmay, for the purposeof performingthe functionsspecifiedin clauses
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(a)to (c) of subsection(1), constitute suchauthority, in suchmannerand subjectto suchtermsand
conditions,asmaybe prescribed.

Section32 catersto redressabf grievances:

(1) Notwithstandinganything containedin section31, any personhavingany grievancerelating to
the right of a child under this Act may make a written complaintto the local authority having
jurisdiction.

(2) After receivingthe complaintunder subsection (1), the local authority shall decidethe matter
within a period of three months after affording a reasonableopportunity of being heard to the
partiesconcerned.

(3) Any personaggrievedby the decisionof the local authority may prefer an appealto the State
Commissionfor Protection of Child Rightsor the authority prescribedunder subsection (3) of
section31, asthe casemaybe.

(4) Theappealpreferred under subsection(3) shallbe decidedby State Commissiorfor Protection
of ChildRightsor the authority prescribedunder subsection(3) of section31, asthe casemaybe, as
providedunderclause(c) of subsection(1) of section31.

Table 1.4 Authorities Under RTE Act, 2009

e) The Child and AdolescentLabour (Prohibition and Regulation)Act, 1986 (as amended
w.e.f01.09.2016)

In July 2016, the Parliament passedthe Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation)
AmendmentAct, 2016. ThisAct amendsthe ChildLabour(Prohibitionand Regulation)Act, 1986 by
wideningits scopeagainstchild labour and providesfor stricter punishmentsfor violations.Later,in
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2017, all the clausesunderthis Act were broughtinto The Childand Adolescent_abour(Prohibition
and Regulation)Act, 1986.

This Act prohibits the engagementof children in all occupations,except in the family
enterpriseor asan artist in the audiowisualentertainmentindustry, and prohibits the engagement
of adolescentsn hazardousoccupationsand processesilt hasincreasedhe penaltiesfor employing
childrenandrecognizehildlabourasa cognizableoffence.

Forfurther details,visit:
http://lawmin.nic.in/ld/P ACT/1986/A198®1A.pdf

f) TheProhibition of ChildMarriage Act, 2006

The Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1929 has been repealed by The Prohibition of Child
MarriageAct, 2006.Themajor provisionsof the new Actinclude:

e Everychild marriageshallbe voidableat the option of the contractingparty who wasa child
at the time of the marriage.

e The Court while granting a decree of nullity shall make an order directing the parties,
parentsandguardiangdo return the money,valuablesprnamentsandother gifts received.

e TheCourtmay alsomakean interim or final order directingthe male contractingparty to
the child marriageor parents or guardianto pay maintenanceto the female contracting
party to the marriageandfor her residenceuntil her remarriage.

e The Court shall make an appropriate order for the custody and the maintenanceof the
childrenof childmarriages.

¢ Notwithstandingthat a child marriagehasbeenannulled,everychild of suchmarriageshall
be deemedto be alegitimatechildfor all purposes.

e Childmarriagego be voidin certaincircumstancesuchasminor beingsoldfor the purpose
of marriage,minor after being married is sold or trafficked or usedfor immoral purposes,
etc.

e Enhancementin punishmentsfor male adults marrying a child and personsperforming,
abetting, promoting, attending,etc. a child marriagewith imprisonmentup to two yearsand
afine upto onelakhrupees.

e Statesto appoint Child Marriage Prohibition Officers whose duties include prevention of
solemnizationof child marriages,collection of evidencefor effective prosecution,creating
awarenessandsensitisatiorof the community,etc.

Forfurther details,visit:
http://ncw.nic.in/acts/pcma2006.pdf

g) Immoral Traffic (Prevention)Act, 1956

TheActwaspasseddy the Parliamentto complywith the United NationsDeclarationon the
Suppressiorof Trafficking,1950. The Act intendsto combat trafficking and sexualexploitation for
commercialpurposes.Severalsectionsunder this Act prescribethe procedureto be followed with
respectto children.Theseare:

Sectiond: Punishmenfor livingon the earningsof prostitution
Section5: Procuringjnducingor takingpersonsfor the sakeof prostitution
Section6: Detaininga personin premiseswhere prostitutionis carriedon

Section7: Prostitutionin or in the vicinity of publicplace
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Sectionl7: Intermediatecustody,of personsremovedunder Sectionl5 or rescuedunder Section16
Sectionl8: Closureof brothel and evictionof offendersfrom the premises

h) Indian PenalCode,1860and Codeof CriminalProcedure, 1973
Thelndian Penal Code(IPC)which was drafted in 1860 is the mainand comprehensive
criminalcodeof Indiathat coversall substantiveaspectsof criminallaw.

Sec.228 A of the IndianPenalCodemakesdisclosureof identity of victim of certainoffences
punishablewith up to 2 yearsimprisonmentor fine or both. Both Section228 A IPCand Section
327(3)Codeof CriminalProcedurespecifysimilar bars on publicationof court proceedingsdealing
with sexualexploitationof a child.

Sec.228 A givesan exceptionof disclosinghe identity ‘where the victim is deador minor or
of unsoundmind, by or with the authorisationin writing of the next of kin of the victim’.

In the caseof Sakshiv. Union of India, the SupremeCourt passeddirectionsthat must be
adheredto while conductingtrial of child sexualabuseor rape. Theywere asfollows:

e Specialarrangementssuchas a screenmust be made so asto ensurethat the victim or
witnessdo not seethe body or faceof the accused.

e Thequestionsfor crossexaminationmust be framed and givento the PresidingOfficer of
the Courtwho must then put them to the victim or witnessin a languagethat is clearand
not embarrassing.

¢ Adequatebreaksmust be givento the victimsof child abuseor rape while they give their
testimonyin court.

Forfurther details,see:

Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860) and Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 published by
UniversalLawPublishingCo.,New Delhi

i) YoungPerson(Harmful Publications)Act, 1956

ThisAct preventsthe disseminationof certain harmful publicationsin the form of anybook,
magazine, pamphlet, leaflet, newspaper or other publication which consists of stories that
encourageor incite the commissiorof offencessuchasactsof violenceor cruelty by youngpersons.

J) PreConception & PreNatal Diagnostic Techniques(Regulation and Prevention of
Misuse)Act & Rules(PCPNDAct), 1994

Thisis an Actfor the regulationof the useof pre natal diagnostictechniquesfor the purpose
of detecting genetic or metabolic disorders, chromosomalabnormalities or certain congenital
malformationsor sextinked disorders,and for the preventionof misuseof suchtechniquesfor the
purpose of pre natal sex determination leading to female feticide and for matters connected
therewith or incidentalthereto.

Forfurther details,visit:
http://www.ncpcr.gov.in/view_file.php?fid=434

k) Infant Milk Substitutes, FeedingBottles and Infant Foods (Regulationof Production,
Supplyand Distribution) Act, 1992
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The Infant Milk Substitutes,FeedingBottles and Infant Foods (Regulationof Production,
Supplyand Distribution)Act, 1992 and its 2003 Amendmentby The FoodSafetyand StandardsAct,
2006 provide for the regulation of production, supply and distribution of infant milk substitutes,
feedingbottles and infant foodswith a view to the protection and promotion of breastfeedingand
ensuringthe properuseof infant foodsandfor mattersconnectedtherewith or incidentalthereto.

ThisAct statesthat no personshouldadvertise,promote or misleadpeopleto believethat
infant food, feedingbottles and infant milk substitutesare an acceptablereplacementof mother’'s
milk. No personcandistribute or supplyinfant food, feedingbottles and infant milk substitutes,or
contactany expectingmother or mother of an infant, or offer inducementin an attempt to sell or
promoteinfant food, feedingbottles andinfant milk substitutes.

All productsbeingsold or distributed haveto meetthe standardsof the Preventionof Food
AdulterationAct, 1954, or the Bureauof Indian Standardsor in the absenceof a standardthen that
specifiedby the CentralGovernment.

1.4 NationalPoliciesfor Protectionof ChildRightsin India

The FundamentalRights and Directive Principlesof the Indian Constitution provide the
framework for child rights. Several national policies have been framed to implement the
commitmentto child rights. The major policiesformulated in the country to ensurerealisationof
childrightsandimprovementin their statusinclude:

a) National Policyfor Children(NPC)2013

The National Policyfor Children2013 reiterates India’scommitmentto safeguard,nform, include,
support and empower all children within its territory and jurisdiction, both in their individual
situation and asa national asset.The Stateis committed to take affirmative measures- legislative,
policyor otherwise—to promote and safeguardhe right of all childrento live and grow with equity,
dignity, security and freedom, especiallythose marginalisedor disadvantagedio ensurethat all
children have equal opportunities; and that no custom, tradition, cultural or religious practice is
allowedto violateor restrict or preventchildrenfrom enjoyingtheir rights.

The Policy has identified four key priority areas: survival, health and nutrition; education and
development;protectionand participation,for focusedattention.

Forfurther details,visit:
http://wed.nic.in/sites/default/files/npcenalish08072013 0.pdf

b) National Planof Action for Children( NPAC)2016

The National Planof Action for Children2016 succeedghe Planof Action adoptedin 2005. The
NPAQ016takesinto accountthe current priorities for childrenin India. It is aninitiative to further
strengthenand activate the implementation and monitoring of national constitutional and policy
commitmentsandthe UN Conventionon the Rightsof the Child.

In alignmentwith the NPC2013, it affirms the State’sresponsibilityto ensureequitable accesgo
comprehensiveand essential preventive,promotive, curative and rehabilitative health care, of the
higheststandardfor all children before, during and after birth and throughout the period of their
growth & development.The plan takesdue note of the importanceof strengtheningthe ability of
communities and families to support children and to ensure their overall survival, well being,
protectionanddevelopment.Thefocusof the NPAGsto reachandservethe “LastChildFirst”.
Forfurther details,visit:

http://wcd.nic.in/sites/default/files/National%20Plan%200f%20Action_0.pdf
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c) National Policyon Education,1986

TheNationalPolicyon Educationrd 986wasmodifiedin 1992.It isa comprehensivdrameworkto
guidethe developmentof educationin the country. Theprinciplesincludedin the NPEL986are also
includedin the new policywith somemodifications.

Important provisionsrelating to Children’seducationare asfollows:

e Emphasin retention of childrenin the schoolsat primary level. The causeof the dropout
of the children from the school should be strategically handled by making plans. The
network of NonFormaleducationin the country to be introduced and alsothe education
shouldbe madecompulsoryup to the ageof 14.

e Greaterattention to the backwardclassesphysicallychallengedand minority child for their
development.

¢ Provisionof resourcedike infrastructure,computers,libraries. Accommodatiorfor students
will be made availableespeciallyfor girl students. Teacherswill have the rights to teach,
learnandresearch.

Forfurther details,visit:
http://www.ncert.nic.in/oth_anoun/npe86.pdf

d) National Policy on Health 2017

The National Health Policy (NHP)was originally endorsedby the Parliamentin 1983 and
updatedin 2002.Further,over a period of time the contextof the Policyhad changedn manyways
whichrequireda new HealthPolicyresponsibleo the contextualchangesThus,the NationalHealth
Policy,2017wasbuilt onthe progresamadesincethe lastNHP 2002andintroducedin the country.

Theprimary aim of the NHP,2017,is to inform, clarify, strengthenand prioritize the role of
the Governmentin shapinghealth systemsn all its dimensionsinvestmentsin health, organization
of healthcareservicespreventionof diseasesand promotion of good health through crosssectoral
actions, accessto technologies, developing human resources, encouragingmedical pluralism,
buildingknowledgebase,developingbetter financialprotection strategies strengtheningregulation
andhealthassurance.

The policy envisagesasits goal, the attainment of the highestpossiblelevel of health and
well being for all at all ages,through a preventive and promotive health care orientation in all
developmentalpolicies,and universalaccesso good quality health care serviceswithout anyone
havingto face financial hardship as a consequence.This would be achievedthrough increasing
accessimprovingquality andloweringthe costof healthcaredelivery.

Forfurther details,visit:
https://www.nhp.gov.in/NHPfilegiational health policy 2017.pdf
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e) National Nutrition Policy(NNP),1993

In 1993, there were already a number of mechanismsin place to addressthe issue of
malnutrition and under nutrition suchasthe Integrated Child DevelopmentServiceqICDS)Special
Nutrition Programme,and Wheat BasedNutrition Programmeetc. The National Nutrition Policy
(NNP)19930utlinesafew additionalprovisionsto ensureproper nutrition of all populations.

Adolescentirls and expectingmothers needto be takeninto the purview of programmes.
Foodprovidedunderthe programmemeedsto fortify againstnutrient loss,low costnutritious food
needsto be producedfor poorer families,and programmesshouldattempt to addressand prevent
nutrient deficienciesgspeciallyamongwomen,expectingand nursingmothersandchildren.

Forfurther details,visit:
http://wcd.nic.in/sites/default/files/nnp_0.pdf

f) National Policyon ChildLabour(NCLP)1987

Indiaformulated a NationalPolicyon ChildLabourin 1987.ThisPolicyseeksto adopt a gradualand
sequentialapproachwith a focuson rehabilitation of childrenworkingin hazardousoccupationslt
envisionedstrict enforcementof Indianlaws on child labour combinedwith developmentprograms
to addressthe root causesof child labour suchas poverty. In 1988, this led to the National Child
LabourProject(NCLPinitiative. Thislegaland developmentinitiative continueswith current Central
Governmentfunding, targeted solelyto eliminate child labour in India. Despitethese efforts, child
labourremainsa major challengefor India.

Forfurther details,visit:
http://ncpcr.gov.in/showfile.php?lid=129

g) National ECCIPolicy2013

TheGovernmentof Indiaapprovedthe NationalEarlyChildhoodCareand Education(ECCHjolicyin
2013.ThePolicyframeworkalsoincludesthe NationalCurriculumFrameworkand Quality Standards
for ECCEThePolicycatersto all childrenunder 6 yearsof ageand commitsto universalaccesgo
quality early childhoodeducation.Asper Censu2011,Indiais hometo 158.7million childrenunder
sixyearsof agewho will be impactedby the National ECCIPolicy.The Ministry of Womenand Child
Developmenisthe nodalMinistry for ECCE.

Forfurther details,visit:
http://icds wed.nic.in/schemes/ECCE/ecce 01102013 eng.pdf
1.5 National Programmesand Schemesegardingprotection of ChildRightsin India

Theministriesof the Governmentof Indiahave come up with varioususefulschemesrom time to
time. Theseschemescould be either Central, State specificor in joint collaborationbetween the
Centreandthe States.Theyarelistedbelow:

Tablel.5 Programmesand Schemeselevantto childrenin India

Scheme Ministry Beneficiary Age
IntegratedChildDevelopmentServices | MWCD Children(0 6 yrs.) 0Byrs.
Pregnant and Lactating
women
JananiShishuSurakshaaryakaram MoHFW Infants Till 30 days after
birth
MAA (Mothers Absolute Affection) to | MOHFW Children ORyrs.
promote breastfeeding)
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MissionIindradhanush MoHFW Children Below2 yrs.
UniversalmmunizationProgrammgUIP) | MoHFW All children & pregnant| Upto 16yrs.
women
Sukanya Samridhi Yojana (Girl Child| MWCD GirlChild Below10yrs.
ProsperityScheme)
BalikaSamriddhiYojana(BSY) MWCD GirlChild 0d8yrs.
ConditionalCashTransfefCCTprograms| MWCD GirlChild 0d8years
(Dhanlakshmiladli, ABAD gtc)
Early Childhood Educationfor 36 Age| MWCD Preprimaryschoolers 36yrs.
Group Under the Programme of
Universalisatiorof ElementaryEducation
RajivGandhiNational CréecheSchemefor | MWCD Children (0 monthsto 6 | 6 months to 6
the Childrenof WorkingMothers yrs.) of poor working| yrs.
women
NationalCreche~und MWCD Children 0byrs.
ShishuGrehaScheme MWCD DestituteChildren 0B yrs.
Wheat Based Nutrition Programme| MWCD Malnutrition children of | 06 yrs.
(WBNP) pre schoolage, pregnant
lactating women
NationalAdolescenHealthStrategy MoHFW Adolescents 1049yrs.
Nutrition Programmefor AdolesceniGirls| MWCD AdolescenGirls 1149yrs.
(NPAG)
KishoriShaktiYojana(KSY) MWCD AdolescenGirls 1148yrs.
RashtriyaKishorSwasthy&Karyakram MoHFW Adolescents 1049yrs.
Mid DayMeal Scheme MHRD Schookhildren Clasd to VIII
Incentivesto Girlsat Secondanstage MHRD GirlChild 1448yrs.
Adolescencé&ducatiorProgramme MHRD Adolescents 10d9years
Sakshamor Rajiv Gandhi Scheme for | MWCD Adolescenboysandgirls | 1148yrs.
Empowermenbf Adolescents Subdividedinto:
11d4yrs.
15d48yrs.
NationalChildLabourProjects(NCLP) Ministry of Labour| Childlabour 5B8yrs.
and Employment 9d4yrs.
Schemefor Welfare of Working Children| MWCD Children in Street | Upto 18yrs.
in Needof Careand Protection Situations
IntegratedChildProtectionScheme MWCD Childrenin need of care| 048yrs.
and protection and
children in conflict as
defined under the JJAct
and with children who
comein contactwith the
law, either asvictim or as
a witness or due to any
other circumstance.
Pilot Project to Combat Trafficking of | MWCD GirlChildandWomen Girl child up to
Women and Children for Commercial 18yrs.
SexuaExploitationin DestinationAreas
BetiBachadetiPadhao MWCD, MHRD,| GirlChild Upto 18years
MoHFW
Childline MWCD Tollfree helpline 1098 | Upto 18years

for childrenin distress
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SECTION I

Media and Children

2.1 Children’slssuesn Media

Massmedia,whether it is newsor entertainmentmedia (print, broadcastor internet) is an
extremelyimportant and powerful agencyto create public awarenessand opinion on child rights
issuesapartfrom, promotingand ensuringthat childrenare ableto accesgheir entitlements.Media
also exertsthe required pressureon the Governmentto dischargeits responsibilitiestowards this
vulnerablegroup of citizens.Depictionof children and their issuesin media bring to the fore the
actualreality aboutchildren.

However, news Media is often criticized for its lack of adequate,balancedand sensitive
coverageon child relatedissuesResearctstudieshavefound that mostof the newsmediacoverage
about childright issueshasbeenlargelyeventrelated and episodicwith limited explorationof some
of the urgent longterm concernssuch as malnutrition, child labour, child marriage, accessto
education, high level of IMR, MMR, children’sentitlements and violenceagainstchildren. Evenin
popularentertainmentformats like serials,reality shows,andtalent shows,childrenare usedmore
for depictingtheir cutenessand vulnerabilities,to draw audiences.The trend of using childrenin
suchtelevisionshowshasraiseda numberof issuegelatedto their rights,labourlawsviolations,the
ethics of usingchildrento boostratings,the psychologicaimpact on children participatingin such
shows.In fact, showsdesignedspecificallyfor childrenare alsosometimesnot child eppropriate.

Reportingof BabyFalak

In January2012,a badlybattered two yearpld infant wasadmitted to the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences(AlIMS),New Delhi Trauma Centre by a 15Kearpld adolescentgirl. The
adolescentirl waslater found to be the infant’s sisterwho had battered the babyto stop her from
crying. Theinfant’s heartrending struggleto live was coveredby the media around the country.
However the coverageraiseda lot of questionsaboutthe mannerin whichthe Mediaaccesse@nd
disclosedconfidential information and photographsof these two children. This casealso raised
significantquestions,for the first time, about the role and responsibilitiesof different stakeholders
in disclosinginformation about children involved in such cases—beit the Police, the doctors,
hospitalauthorities, the ChildWelfare Committee,Judiciary GovernmentDepartments Civil society
groups,counselorsgetc. ShockinglyTVcameramenwere allowed by the hospitalauthoritiesto film
BabyFalakin the ICU!

2.2 Influenceof Media Contenton Children

Variousstudiesand review of literature worldwide indicatethat the Media hasa disturbing
potential to strongly influence many aspectsof children’shealthy development,including weight
status,sexualinitiation, aggressivdeelingsand beliefs,consumerismsocialisolationand selfimage.
For example,childrenlearn and imitate the behaviorof individualsthey observe,specificallywhen
the individualis rewardedfor aggressiveacts. Childrenwho constantlywitnessedtheir favorite TV
“heroes” beingpraisedfor beatingup or killing the “bad guy” would, in turn, incorporateaggressive
actsinto their own repertoire of behaviorsfor usein situationscharacterisey conflict. Somesocial
scientistseven argue that television programminghas negative effects on children by promoting
aggressivéehavior.

Aresearchstudyhasshownthat teenagerswvho watchlots of sexualcontenton TVare more
likely to initiate intercourseor participate in other sexualactivities earlier than peerswho don’t
watch sexuallyexplicitshows.
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Childrenwho watchedmany hours of violenceon televisionwhen they were in elementary
school,tended to show higherlevelsof aggressivdbehaviorwhen they becameteenagersand are
more likelyto be arrestedand prosecutedfor criminalactsasadults.

Further, health experts have long linked excessiveTV watchingto obesity. Childrenwho
consistentlyspend more than four hours per day watching TV are more likely to be overweight.
While watching TV, children are inactive and tend to snack. They're also bombarded with
advertisementsthat encouragethem to eat unhealthyfoods like potato chipsand empty caloried
soft drinksthat often becomepreferredsnackfoods.

Children’smedia consumption patterns in our country indicate that they are spending
majority of their time watchingprogramslike serials,movies,reality shows films, songsetc and not
just children’sprograms.Televisiorhasbecomea major socialisatiorfactor and dominatesthe lives
of childrenin urbanandrural areasnot justin Indiabut aroundthe globe.

Childrenget a high portion of violent content from electronicmedia, particularlytelevision
andvideogames,and now smartphonesMany atime, violenceis presentedin a rewardingcontext.
A study suggeststhat media violence is one of the contributing factors of aggressivebehaviors
amongchildren.Cartoonsfilms and other tele serialshavecharactershat influencethe behaviorof
children.

Onthe contrary,mediaalsohaspotential for affectingchildrenpositively.Waysto optimize
the role of Mediain our societyneedsto be further explored,taking advantageof their reachand
acceptability while minimizing their negative effects. Media can reach children with positive
messagingvhile respectingheir rights.

2.3 Roleof Mediain ProtectingChildRights

Media professionalgJournalistsPhotographersTVProgramProducersand ContentWriters
for TVand Internet) are championsof humanrights. Theyact as the eyes,earsand voicesof the
public, drawingattention to abuseof power and humanrights, often at considerablepersonalrisk.
Through their work they can encouragegovernmentsand civil society organisationsto effect
changeshat will improve the quality of people’slives. Theway in which the Media represents,or
evenignores,children’sissuescaninfluencedecisiongdakenon their behalf,and how the rest of the
societyregardsthem.

While the debateis often raisedabout the impactof newson society,it is the non newsand
particularlythe so called“entertainment” broadcastthat hasa much deeperimpacton the society
primarily becauseof the aspectand the mannersin which it toucheslives.In fact, all programmes,
be it advertisingreality shows,TVserials,or contenton the internet needsto be sensitiveaboutthe
conditionof childrenin our countryandtheir rights. Careneedsto be takento ensurethat programs
shouldnot be misleadingcauseoffence,or leadto harm, particularlyto the vulnerablechildren.

Media professionalsfrequently exposethe plight of children caughtup in circumstances
beyondtheir control, or abusedor exploitedby adults.However,it is equallyimportant to consider
the ‘children’sangle’in more conventionalnewscoverageor evenin a televisionserial. A goodway
of testingthe value of changesn the law or policy, for example,is to considerthe extent to which
childrenwill benefit or sufferasa consequence.

Contentwriters needto remind themselveghat underthe Rightto Freedomof Expression,
whenreporting on children’sissuesfreedomhasto be temperedwith cautionasthey hold a child’'s
life in their hands.Storiesshouldbe informative and not sensational Childrenneedto be treated as
important subjectsfor the Media,and neverbe takenadvantageof their vulnerability.
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Media professionalavho understandthe consequencef their reporting/writing/programs,
appreciatethe vulnerability of children, and believein honestand accuratereporting and respect
the rights of the childrenare truly championsof child rights. Media hasan important role to raise
important socioeconomicissuesrelated to children. There are codesand guidelinesthat can be
usefulin developingcontentwhichis alsosensitiveto childrenin our country. Theseare givenin the
nextsectionof this handbook.

2.4 Roleof Other Stakeholders

Media needsto understandthat key stakeholderssuch as hospitals and the police have
responsibilitiesin protecting child rights. Thisis critical for ensuringcorrectrepresentationand also
makingeachstakeholderaccountable.

Police

In the Codeof CriminalProcedure 1973,there are certainprovisionsdealingwith childrenin
conflictwith law suchas:

Section27: Any offence not punishablewith death or imprisonmentfor life, committed by any
personwho at the date when he appearsor is brought before the court is under the ageof sixteen
years,may be tried by the court of a chief judicial magistrate,or by any court speciallypowered
underthe ChildrenAct 19600r anyother law for the time beingin force providingfor the treatment,
trainingandrehabilitationof youthful offenders.

Thus,the Statehasthe duty of accordingproper careand protectionto childrenat all times,
as it is on their physicaland mental wellbeing that the future of the nation depends.A child
producedbefore the court chargedwith bailableor non bailable offence, is to be releasedon bail
with or without sureties.The court shall not releasehim, if the releaseis likely to bring him into
associatiorwith any ill reputed criminal or may exposehim to moral danger.Sucha child must be
committedto a remandhome. Theofficerin chargeshouldinform the parentsor the guardianto be
present when the child is produced before the juvenile court. The officer in charge should also
inform the ProbationOfficer.

Accordingto Sec.10of JJAct, 2015 (ChapterlV: Procedurein relation to Childrenin Conflictwith
Law)

(1) Assoonasa child allegedto be in conflictwith law is apprehendedby the police,suchchild
shallbe placedunder the chargeof the specialjuvenile police unit or the designatedchild
welfare police officer, who shallproducethe child before the JuvenileJusticeBoardwithout
any loss of time but within a period of twenty four hours of apprehendingthe child
excludingthe time necessaryfor the journey, from the place where such child was
apprehended:Providedthat in no case,a child allegedto be in conflict with law shall be
placedin apolicelockupor lodgedin ajail.

(2) AsperJJ Careand Protectionof Children)Model Rules2016,Rule8 (3):
ThePoliceofficer apprehendinga child allegedto be in conflictwith law shall:

i.  Notsendthe child to a policelock up and not delaythe child being transferredto
the ChildWelfare Police Officer from the nearestpolice station. The Policeofficer
may under subsection(2) of section12 of the Act sendthe personapprehendedo
an observationhome only for suchperiod till he is producedbefore the Boardi.e.
within twenty four hours of his being apprehendedand appropriate orders are
obtainedasperrule 9 of theserules;
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Hospitals

Not handcuff, chain or otherwise fetter a child and shall not use any coercionor
force onthe child;

Inform the child promptly anddirectly of the chargedeveledagainsthim through his
parentor guardianand if a FirstInformation Reportis registered,copy of the same
shallbe madeavailableto the child or copyof the policereport shallbe givento the
parentor guardian;

Provide appropriate medical assistance,assistanceof interpreter or a special
educator,or anyother assistancavhichthe child mayrequire,asthe casemaybe;

Not compelthe child to confesshis guilt and he shall be interviewed only at the
SpecialluvenilePoliceUnit or at a child friendly premiseor at a child friendly corner
in the police station, which does not give the feel of a police station or of being
under custodialinterrogation. The parent or guardian,may be presentduring the
interview of the child by the police;

A.1.It shallbe the duty of hospitalor medicalfacility, where a child may be referred, admitted for
treatment or beingtreated or which conductsany other medicalexamination/testsor providesany
serviceto child,to ensurethat no detail pertainingto identity andinfringementupon privacyof such
childis made availableto the Media, unlessorderedto do so by the JuvenileJusticeBoardor Child
WelfareCommitteeconcernedor anyother Court.

A.2. Inquiry Committee: Everyhospital shall have an Inquiry Committeein placeto inquire about
casesof lapsesregardingto breach of privacy or confidentiality of children’s identity. Inquiry
Committee shall examinethe reasonsbehind suchlapseand shallrecommendappropriate action
againstthoseresponsibleor suchlapsesasper law.
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SECTION IlI

ReportingChildRightslissuesRelevantCodesand Guidelines

Differentaspectsof child rights are protected by lawsin the country. In this respect,various
codesand guidelineshave been formulated by different authorities in the country which helps
Mediain reporting child rightsissuesn proper perspective SomerelevantCodesand Guidelinesare
givenbelow:

3.1 PressCouncilof India Act, 1978

Asrecommendedunder Section13(2) (b) of the Act, the PressCouncilof India haslaid out
the Normsof JournalisticConduct.The 2010 edition of Normsof JournalisticConductupdatesthe
normsevolvedsincel19960on the basisof adjudicationsand other pronouncements.

Rightto Privacy

6(i) ThePressshallnot intrude or invadethe privacyof anindividual,unlessoutweighedby genuine
overridingpublicinterest, not beinga prurient or morbid curiosity. So,however,that oncea matter
becomesa matter of public record, the right to privacy no longer subsistsand it becomesa
legitimate subject for comment by the Pressand the media, among others. Specialcaution is
essentialn reportslikelyto stigmatisewomen.

ExplanationThingsconcerninga person'shome, family, religion, health, sexuality personallife and
private affairsare coveredby the conceptof PRIVAC#¥xceptingwhere any of theseimpingesupon
the publicor publicinterest.

Cautionagainstldentification:

6 (ii) While reporting crime involvingrape, abductionor kidnap of women/femalesor sexualassault
on children,or raisingdoubtsand questionstouchingthe chastity,personalcharacterand privacyof
women, the names photographsof the victimsor other particularsleadingto their identity shallnot
be published.

6 (iii) Minor childrenandinfantswho are the offspringof sexualabuseor ‘forcible marriage'or illicit
sexualunionshallnot be identified or photographed.

EnsureSensitivityon Child RelatedStories:

The identity of children infected and affected by HIV should not be revealed. Nor should their
photographsbe shown.Thisincludesorphansandchildrenlivingin orphanagesjuvenilehomesetc.

Forfurther details,visit:
http://presscouncil.nic.in/OldWebsite/NORMED10.pdf

3.2TheCableTelevisionNetworks (Regulation)Act, 1995and its Rules, 1994

TheProgrammeCodeand AdvertisingCodeas per Rule6 and 7 providethat no programor
advertisementwhich denigrateschildrenshouldbe carriedin cableservice.ThisActis applicablefor
all broadcastersandthesecodesare mandatoryto all programsairedby them.

Forfurther details,visit:
http://www.trai.gov.in/sites/default/files/CableTelevisionNetworksRules1994.pdf
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3.3 Information and TechnologyAct (ITA),2000for Children

Section 67: Punishment for publishing or transmitting obscene material in electronic formr
Whoeverpublishesor transmitsor causego be publishedor transmittedin the electronicform, any
material which is lasciviousor appealsto the prurient interest or if its effect is suchasto tend to
depraveand corrupt personswho are likely, havingregardto all relevantcircumstancesto read,see
or hear the matter contained or embodied in it, shall be punished on first conviction with
imprisonmentof either descriptionfor a term which may extendto three yearsand with fine which
may extend to five lakh rupees and in the event of second or subsequentconviction with
imprisonmentof either descriptionfor a term which may extendto five yearsand also with fine
whichmayextendto ten lakhrupees.

67A.Punishmentfor publishingor transmitting of material containing sexuallyexplicit act, etc., in
electronic form — Whoeverpublishesor transmitsor causesto be publishedor transmitted in the
electronicform any materialwhich containssexuallyexplicitact or conductshallbe punishedon first
convictionwith imprisonmentof either descriptionfor a term which may extendto five yearsand
with fine which may extendto ten lakhrupeesandin the eventof secondor subsequentconviction
with imprisonmentof either descriptionfor a term which may extendto sevenyearsand alsowith
fine whichmayextendto ten lakhrupees.

Sections67 B: Punishmentfor publishingor transmitting of material depicting childrenin sexually
explicit act, etc in electronicform

Whoever r

() Publishesor transmitsor causedo be publishedor transmitted materialin any electronicform
whichdepictschildrenengagedn sexuallyexplicitact or conductor

(b) Createstext or digital images, collects, seeks, browses, downloads, advertises, promotes,
exchangesor distributes material in any electronic form depicting children in obsceneor
indecentor sexuallyexplicitmanneror

(c) Cultivates.enticesor induceschildrento online relationshipwith one or more childrenfor and
on sexuallyexplicit act or in a manner that may offend a reasonableadult on the computer
resourceor

(d) Facilitatesabusingchildrenonlineor

(e) Recordsin any electronicform own abuseor that of others pertainingto sexuallyexplicit act
with children,shallbe punishedon first convictionwith imprisonmentof either descriptionfor a
term which mayextendto five yearsand with a fine whichmayextendto ten lakhrupeesandin
the eventof secondor subsequentonvictionwith imprisonmentof either descriptionfor aterm
whichmayextendto sevenyearsandalsowith fine whichmayextendto ten lakhrupees.

Providedthat provisionsof section67, section67Aandthis sectiondoesnot extendto anybook,
pamphlet, paper, writing, drawing, painting representationor figure in electronicform— (i) the
publication of which is provedto be justified as beingfor the public good on the groundthat
suchbook, pamphlet,paper,writing, drawing,paintingrepresentationor figure is the interest of
science literature, art or learningor other objects of generalconcern;or (ii) which is kept or
usedfor bonafideheritageor religiouspurposes Explanation- Forthe purposesof this section,
“children” meansa personwho hasnot completedthe ageof 18 years.

Forfurther details,visit:
http://lawmin.nic.in/ld/P ACT/2000/The%20Information%20Technology%20Act,%202000.pdf
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3.4 JuvenileJusticeAct (Careand Protection)Act, 2015
ChapterlX— Other OffencesagainstChildren

Section74: (1) No report in any newspaper,magazine hewssheetor audiovisualmediaor other

forms of communicationregardingany inquiry or investigationor judicial procedure,shalldisclose
the name,addressor schoolor anyother particular,whichmayleadto the identificationof a childin

conflict with law or a child in need of care and protection or a child victim or witnessof a crime,
involvedin suchmatter, underany other law for the time beingin force, nor shallthe picture of any
suchchildbe published:

Providedthat for reasonsto be recordedin writing, the Boardor Committee,asthe casemay be,
holdingthe inquiry may permit suchdisclosurejf in its opinion suchdisclosurdsin the bestinterest
of the child.

(2) The Police shall not discloseany record of the child for the purpose of character
certificateor otherwisein casesvherethe casehasbeenclosedor disposedof.

(3) Any person contraveningthe provisionsof subsection (1) shall be punishablewith
imprisonmentfor a term which may extendto sixmonthsor fine which may extendto
two lakhrupeesor both.

Section 75: Whoever, having the actual charge of, or control over, a child, assaults,abandons,
abuses,exposesor willfully neglectsthe child or causesor procuresthe child to be assaulted,
abandonedabused exposedor neglectedin a mannerlikelyto causesuchchild unnecessarynental

or physicalsuffering,shall be punishablewith imprisonmentfor a term which may extendto three

yearsor with fine of one lakhrupeesor with both:

Providedthat in caseit is found that suchabandonmentof the child by the biologicalparentsis due
to circumstancedeyondtheir control, it shallbe presumedthat suchabandonments not wilful and
the penalprovisionsof this sectionshallnot applyin suchcases:

Providedfurther that if such offence is committed by any person employedby or managingan
organisationwhichis entrustedwith the careand protection of the child, he shallbe punishedwith
rigorousimprisonmentwhich mayextendup to five years,andfine whichmayextendup to five lakh
rupees:

Providedalso that on accountof the aforesaidcruelty, if the child is physicallyincapacitatedor
developsa mentalillnessor is renderedmentally unfit to perform regulartasksor hasriskto life or
limb, suchpersonshall be punishablewith rigorousimprisonment,not lessthan three yearsbut
whichmaybe extendedup to ten yearsandshallalsobe liableto fine of five lakhrupees.

Section76: (1) Whoeveremploysor usesany child for the purposeof beggingor causesany childto
begshallbe punishablewith imprisonmentfor a term which may extendto five yearsand shallalso
be liableto fine of onelakhrupees:

Providedthat, if for the purposeof begging,the personamputatesor maimsthe child, he shallbe
punishablewith rigorousimprisonmentfor a term not lessthan sevenyearswhich mayextendup to
ten years,andshallalsobe liableto fine of five lakhrupees.

(2) Whoever,havingthe actualchargeof, or control over the child, abetsthe commissiorof
an offenceunder subsection(1) shallbe punishablewith the samepunishmentas provided
for in subsection(1) and suchpersonshallbe consideredto be unfit under subclause(v) of
clause(14)of section2.

Providedthat the said child, shallnot be considereda child in conflict with law under any
circumstances,and shall be removed from the charge or control of such guardian or
custodianand producedbeforethe Committeefor appropriaterehabilitation.
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Section77: Whoevergives,or causedo be given,to any child anyintoxicatingliquor or any narcotic
drugor tobaccoproductsor psychotropicsubstancegxcepton the order of a duly qualified medical
practitioner, shallbe punishablewith rigorousimprisonmentfor a term which may extendto seven
yearsandshallalsobe liableto afine whichmayextendup to onelakhrupees.

Section 78: Whoever uses a child, for vending, peddling, carrying, supplyingor smugglingany
intoxicating liquor, narcotic drug or psychotropic substance, shall be liable for rigorous
imprisonmentfor a term whichmayextendto sevenyearsandshallalsobe liableto afine up to one
lakhrupees.

Forfurther details,visit:
http://wcd.nic.in/sites/default/files/JJ%20Act%2C%202015%20 0.pdf

3.5 Protectionof ChildrenagainstSexualOffences(POCSO)Ac2012

ChapterV, Section20: Obligationof media, studio and photographicfacilitiesto report cases:

Any personnelof the mediaor hotel or lodgeor hospitalor club or studio or photographicfacilities,
by whatevernamecalled,irrespectiveof the numberof personsemployedtherein, shall,on, coming
acrossany material or object which is sexuallyexploitative of the child (including pornographic,
sexuallyrelated or making obscenerepresentationof a child or children)through the use of any
medium, shall provide suchinformation to the SpecialluvenilePoliceUnit, or to the localpolice,as
the casemaybe.

ChapterV, Section21: Punishmentfor failure to report or recorda case:

(1) Anyperson,who failsto report the commissiorof an offenceundersubsection(1) of section19
or section20 or who fails to record such offence under subsection (2) of section19 shallbe
punishedwith imprisonmentof either descriptionwhich may extendto sixmonthsor with fine
or with both.

(2) Any person,beingin chargeof any companyor an institution (by whatever name called)who
fails to report the commissionof an offence under subsection(1) of section19 in respectof a
subordinate under his control, shall be punishedwith imprisonmentfor a term which may
extendto oneyearandwith fine.

(3) Theprovisionsof subsection(1) shallnot applyto a childunderthis Act.

ChapterV, Section23: Procedurefor Media

No personshallmakeanyreport or presentcommentson any child from anyform of media
or studio or photographicfacilities without having complete and authentic information,

whichmayhavethe effect of loweringhisreputationor infringingupon his privacy.

No reports in any media shalldisclose the identity of a child including his name, address,
photograph,family details,school,neighborhoodor any other particularswhichmayleadto

disclosureof identity of the child. Providedthat for reasonsto be recordedin writing, the

SpecialCourt,competentto try the caseunder the Act, may permit suchdisclosurejf in its

opinionsuchdisclosurdsin the interest of the child.

Thepublisheror owner of the mediaor studio or photographicfacilitiesshallbe jointly and
severallyliablefor the actsand omissionsof hisemployee.

Any personwho contravenesthe provisionsof subsection (1) or subsection (2) shall be

liableto be punishedwith imprisonmentof either descriptionfor a period which shallnot be

lessthan sixmonthsbut whichmayextendto one yearor with fine or with both.

http://wcd.nic.in/sites/default/files/protectionbill. pdf
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3.6 Indian PenalCode,1860and Codeof CriminalProcedure, 1973
Section228A:Disclosureof identity of the victim of certain offences,etc.

(1) Whoeverprints or publisheshe nameor any matter which may makeknownthe identity of any
personagainstwhom an offenceunder section376, section376A,section376B,section376Cor
section376Dis allegedor found to havebeencommitted (hereafterin this sectionreferredto as
the victim) shall be punishedwith imprisonmentof either descriptionfor a term which may
extendto two yearsandshallalsobe liableto fine.

(2) Nothingin subsection (1) extendsto any printing or publication of the name or any matter
whichmay makeknownthe identity of the victim if suchprinting or publicationis—

(a) by or under the order in writing of the officer in chargeof the police station or the police
officer makingthe investigationinto suchoffence actingin good faith for the purposesof
suchinvestigation;jor

(b) by, or with the authorisationin writing of, the victim; or

(c) where the victim is dead or minor or of unsound mind, by, or with the authorizationin
writing of, the next of kin of the victim:

Providedthat no suchauthorizationshallbe givenby the next of kin to anybodyother than
the chairman or the secretary, by whatever name called, of any recognizedwelfare
institution or organisation.

Explanation: For the purposes of this subsection, “recognised welfare institution or
organisation”"meansa socialwelfare institution or organisationrecognisedn this behalf by
the Centralor StateGovernment.

3) Whoeverprints or publishesany matter in relation to any proceedingbefore a court with
respectto an offencereferredto in subsection(1) without the previouspermissionof such
court shall be punishedwith imprisonmentof either descriptionfor a term which may
extendto two yearsandshallalsobeliableto fine.

ExplanationThe printing or publicationof the judgmentof any High Courtor the Supreme
Courtdoesnot amountto anoffencewithin the meaningof this section.

Section327(3)of Cr.PC

Thissectionalsobars publishingthe name of the victim without the permissionof the court
wheresuchproceedingsare heldin camera.

3.7 TheCodefor SelfRegulationin Advertisingby the Advertising StandardsCouncilof
India (ASCI)

Thepurposeof the Codeis to control the content of advertisementsnot to hamperthe sale
of products which may be found offensive, for whatever reason, by some people. Provided,
therefore, that advertisementsfor suchproductsare not themselvesoffensive,there will normally
be no groundfor objectionto them in terms of this Code.

TheCode’srulesform the basisfor judgmentwheneverthere may be conflictingviewsabout
the acceptabilityof an advertisement,whether it is challengedfrom within or from outside the
advertisingbusinessBoth the generalpublicand an advertiser'scompetitorshavean equalright to
expectthe content of advertisementgo be presentedfairly, intelligibly and responsibly.The Code
appliesto advertisersadvertisingagenciesaandthe Media.
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Chapterlll of the Code(AgainstHarmfulProducts/Situationspoints out the following:

Tosafeguardagainstthe indiscriminateuse of advertisingin situationsor of the promotion of
products which are regarded as hazardousor harmful to society or to individuals, particularly
minors,to a degreeor of atype whichis unacceptabldo societyat large.

Advertisementsaddressedto minors shall not contain anything, whether in illustration or
otherwise, which might result in their physical, mental or moral harm or which exploits their
vulnerability.

Forexample Advertisements:

(a) Shouldnot encourageminorsto enter strangeplacesor to conversewith strangersin an
effort to collectcouponswrappers,labelsor the like.

(b) Shouldnot feature dangerousor hazardousacts which are likely to encourageminors to
emulatesuchactsin amannerwhichcouldcauseharmor injury.

(c) Shouldnot show minors using or playingwith matchesor any inflammable or explosive
substancepr playingwith or usingsharpknives,gunsor mechanicabr electricalappliances,
the carelessuseof which couldleadto their sufferingcuts,burns,shocksor other injury.

(d) Shouldnot feature minorsfor tobaccoor alcoholbasedproducts.

(e) Shouldnot feature personalitiesfrom the field of sports and entertainment for products
which, by law, require a healthwarningin their advertisingor packaging.

Forfurther details,visit:
https://ascionline.ora/images/pdf/code book.pdf

3.8 Guidelinesof Media Reportingon Childrenapproved by the Hon’ble High Court of
Delhi

In awrit petition filed in the Hon’bleHigh Courtof Delhiin the year2012regardingreporting
of childrenissuesin Media, the Hon’ble Court observed,“Media coverageon matters relating to
children may have longterm consequenceson their overall development (physical, mental,
psychologicalemotional, moral, social,economicetc.), life and dignity; and lackof careby Mediain
this regardmay entail real risk of childrenfacingharm, stigma,disqualification retribution etc. The
privacy, dignity, physicaland emotional developmentof children are of the utmost importance,
which are to be preservedand protected at all times, while reporting/broadcasting/publicatiorof
news/programs/documentariestc. on and for children.” The Hon’ble Courtdirected NCPCRob set
up an expert committee to developa guidelinefor mediareporting on children. Subsequentlythe
report preparedby the committeewasapprovedby the Hon’bleCourt.

“The guidelinesmentioned below are proposedto secureand protect the rights of children
andto setout the minimum parametersof responsibilityto be borne by print and electronicmedia
(hereinafter referred to as ‘Media’) in relation to reporting/broadcasting/publication of
news/programs/documentariestc. on andfor children.”

1. Meaningof terms used:
1.1“Child” or “children” shallmeana person(swho has/havenot completed18 yearsof age;

1.2"Media” shallinclude,but not be limited to, any newspapermagazinenewssheetor electronic
media.
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2. Principles:

2.1 Involvement of children in news/programs/documentariegtc. must evidently be editorially
justifiedincludingfrom a childrights’ perspective.

2.2 Media shallensurethat child victims of rape, other sexualoffences,trafficking, drug/substance
abuse,elopement, organisedcrimes,and children usedin armed conflicts, childrenin Conflict
with Lawand child withessesetc. are automaticallyguaranteedanonymityfor life.

2.3 Mediamustensurethat due consideratioris givento a child’sright to privacyandto preventthe
child from being exposedto anxiety, distress,trauma, socialstigma,risk to life & safety and
further suffering in relation to reporting/broadcasting/publication  of
news/programs/documentariestc. on andfor children.

2.4 Mediashallensurethat a child’sidentity is not revealedin any manner,includingbut not limited
to, disclosureof personalinformation, photograph, school/institution/locality and information
of the family includingtheir residential/officialaddress.

2.5 Media shallnot sensationalizeéssuesor stories,especialljthoserelatingto children,and should
be consciousof the pernicious consequencesof disclosing/highlightinginformation in a
sensationaform andthe harmit maycauseto children.

2.6 Interviewinga child by the media:

Thisshallbe governedby the following principles:

a) Thatthe interviewisin the child’sbestinterest.

b) Thatthe interviewdoesnot aggravatehe child’'ssituationfurther.

c) Thatthe mannerand content of the interview doesn’taffect/interfere with the child’sright to
privacy.

d) Thatif the interviewisin the child’sbestinterest, the sameshallbe done under supervisiorand
consentof the child’sparent(s)or legalguardian,or in the alternative,the competentauthorities
for the child.

e) Thatwhile interviewinga child, his/her consentmay be obtained, dependingupon his/her age
and maturity.

f) Frequentinterviewingof a childmustbe avoided.
g) Thechild'srefusalto be interviewedmustbe honored.

h) Beforeinterviewingthe child he/she must be duly informed about the purposeand manner of
the interview.

I) Thechildand/or his/her parents/guardiaror any personhavingcontrol over him/her shallnot be
coercedor enticedin any mannerincludingfinancialor other inducementto secureconsentfor
the interview.

2.7 Mediamust verify the credentialsand authority of individuals/organizationsvhoseconsentis
soughton behalfof the child.

2.8 Media shall not give any financial or other inducementto the child or parent /guardian or
othersin relationto reporting/ broadcasting publicationof news/programs/ documentaries
etc. on andfor children.

2.9 Media must balanceits responsibilityto protect children from unsuitable content with the
right to freedomof expressiorandthe right to know.

2.10 To protect the identity of the child mediashallensurethat any visualshowingthe face of the
child must be completelyblurred in caseswhere privacy/anonymity is required asillustrated
in Principle2.2 above.
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2.11 Mediashallorient/ sensitiseits editorial personnel,includingeditors/ editorial team/ reporters
/correspondentd producers photographersetc. aboutlaws,rules,regulationsand guidelines
related to reporting/broadcasting/publicatiorof news/programs/documentariegtc. on and
for children.

2.12 The media shall proactively promote the children’s right to information and freedom of
expression.

2.13 Publicity:

The Department of Information and Public Relationsof all State Governmentsand U.T.
Administrations, the Directorate of Field Publicity, Directorate of Advertising and Visual
Publicity (DAVPYf Ministry of Information and BroadcastingPrasarBharati(AIR& DD), Selfr
RegulatoryBodies etc. shall give due publicity at appropriate intervals to the laws, rules,
regulations and guidelines (including the proposed one) related to
reporting/broadcasting/publicationf news/programs/documentariestc. on andfor children.

2.14 Monitoring: The compliance with the applicable laws, rules, regulations and guidelines
(including the proposed one) related to reporting/broadcasting/publication of
news/programs/documentariestc. on andfor childrenshallbe monitored by the following:

(@) Theselfregulatorybodies.

(b) The regulatory mechanismsof Ministry of Information & Broadcastingsuch as Electronic
MediaMonitoring Center(EMMCand Inter Ministerial Committee(IMC).

(c) PressgCouncilof Indiathroughtheir respectiveprocedures.
2.15 StatusReport:

NCPCR/SCPCHRallfile areport in this Hon’bleCourton yearlybasisregardingthe compliance
level of the applicablelaws, rules, regulationsand guidelines(includingthe proposedone) by
all concerned.

3.9  Guidelinesby NewsBroadcastersAssociation(NBA)

The News BroadcastersAssociation(NBA) has establishedcommonly accepted content
guidelinesas a way of practicingselfregulation. The purposeis to define editorial principleswhich
are consistentwith the tenets of the freedom of speecharticulatedin the Constitutionof Indiaand
the commonsensibilitiesof televisionviewers.

Thepurposeof theseprinciplesof selfregulationis to serveasan affirmative declarationof
understandingpf, and compliancewith, the basicvaluesand objectivesthat newschannelsnshrine.
It is alsoto empowerthe professionof televisionjournalismby an abidingset of valuesand ensure
that balancedand comprehensivgournalismflourishes.

Section® of Principlesof SelfRegulatiorhighlightsthe following:

Newschannelswill ensurethat they do not show, without morphing, nudity of the male or
female form. Channelswill alsonot show explicitimagesof sexualactivity or sexualperversionsor
actsof sexualviolencelike rape or molestation,showpornographyor the useof sexuallysuggestive
language.(Aa qualifierhowever,channelsare not expectedto be moralisticor prudish,andthis self
regulationis aimednot at moral policing,but rather at ensuringthat overtly regressiveand explicit
actsandvisualsdo not slipinto broadcasts).

1. Reportingon crime and safeguardgo ensurecrime and violenceare not glorified

Televisiomewshasgreaterreach,and more immediateimpactthan other forms of media,and
this makesit all the more necessarythat channelsexerciserestraint to ensurethat any report or
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visualsbroadcastdo not induce, glorify, incite, or positively depict violenceand its perpetrators,
regardlessof ideologyor context. Specificcare must be taken not to broadcastvisualsthat canbe
prejudicial or inflammatory. Equally,in the reporting of violence (whether collectiveor individual)
the act of violencemustnot be glamorized pecausdt mayhavea misleadingor desensitizingmpact
on viewers.Newschannelswill ensurethat suchreconstructionswill not crossboundariesof good
taste and sensibility. Thisincludestaking adequateprecautionwhile showingany visualinstanceof

pain, fear or suffering,and visualsor detailsof methodsof suicideand selfharm of anykind and will

not crossboundariesof goodtasteanddecency.

2. Depictionof violenceor intimidation againstwomen and children

News channelswill ensure that no woman or juvenile, who is a victim of sexualviolence,
aggressiontrauma or has been a witnessto the sameis shown on televisionwithout due effort
takento concealthe identity. In reporting all casesof sexualassault,or instancesvherethe personal
characteror privacyof women are concerned,their names,pictures and other details will not be
broadcast/divulged.Similarly the identity of victimsof child abuseand juveniledelinquentswill not
be revealed,andtheir pictureswill be morphedto conceattheir identity.

Forfurther details,visit:

http://www.unesco.org/fileadmh/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CI1/5.%20Indian%20News%20Broadcasters%20
Association%200f%20India. pdf

3.10 Guidelinesby Indian Broadcasting-oundation(IBF)

In the absenceof an independentand autonomousregulatorybody, the Indian Broadcasting
Foundation(IBF)has adopted SelfRegulationGuidelinesso that it functions as an independent,
autonomous organisationin order to provide an enabling environment to facilitate creativity,
promote viewpointdiversityandthe plurality of ideas.

Theguidelinesenshrinein themselvesa commitmentfrom all signatoriesto a periodicreview
to alignthem to evolvingsocialmores,scientificdevelopments)egal precedentsand constitutional
obligations. The principlesas outlined in the following sections,while not being exhaustiveand
professingto addresseverysituationthat a broadcastemmay face,are designedto achieveand help
the broadcastemake necessarjudgment. While makingany suchjudgment, the broadcastershall
abideby the relevantlawsof Indiaasapplicableto televisionbroadcasting.
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Whenit comesto childrenasaudience,|BFrecommendsthe programmesspecificallyjunder
CategoryG and CategoryRasshownbelow:

Table3.1 Categorisationof programmesfor child audience

Forfurther details,visit:

http://www.ibfindia.com/sites/default/files/pdf/Seli%20Requlatory%20Guidelines%20for%2anon
news%20%26%20current%20affairs%20programmes.pdf

3.11 Guidelinesto Regulate Participation of Childrenin TV Serials, Reality Shows and
Advertisementsby NCPCR

Aworking Groupwasset up under the NationalCommissiorior the Protectionof ChildRights
in January2008 for the purposeof safeguardinghe rights of children participatingin Teleserials,
Advertisements,etc. The Committee under the Chair of Smt. SandhyaBajaj (Member, NCPCR)
includedrepresentativesof the Government,broadcastingchannels producers,child psychologists
andnon governmentorganizations.

Thecommittee concludedthat the priority issueghat needto be addressedare asunder:

A. Contentof programmesnvolvingchildren

B. Definingage—relatechormsfor the participationof childrenin TV/Realityshows
C.Childprotectionandsupervision

D.Ensuringhe physicalmentaland emotionalconditionsand safetyof children
E.Termsand Conditionsfor Parental/GuardiarConsent

F.Ensuringeducationof child participants
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G.Paymenffor children
H. Settingup of regulatoryand monitoring mechanisms

Forfurther details,visit:
http://www.ncpcr.gov.in/view_file.php?fid=378

In addition to this guideline, NCPCRasalsocome out with other guidelinespertainingto children
suchas

e Guidelinedor regulatingprivate play schoolsfor the childrenbetween3 6 yearsof age.

Forfurther details,visit:
http://ncpcr.gov.in/indexl.php?lang=1&level=0&linkid=14&lid=261

e FSSAGBGuidelineon JunkFoodConsumptiornin Schools

Fordetails,visit:

http://old.fssai.gov.in/Portals/0/Pdf/32%20810%20junk%20food%200n%20Chandigarh%20schools'
%20premises.pdf

e Uniformcriteriato defineout of schoolchildren

Fordetails,visit:
http://ncpcr.aov.in/showfile.phpAng=1&level=1&&sublinkid=886&lid=1223

3.12Principlesfor ethical reporting on children by UNICEF

1. Guidelinesfor interviewing children.

1.1.Do no harm to any child; avoid questions, attitudes or commentsthat are judgmental,
insensitiveto culturalvalues,that placea childin dangeror exposea childto humiliation, or
that reactivatea child’spainandgrief from traumaticevents.

1.2.Do not discriminatein choosingchildren to interview becauseof sex,race, age, religion,
status,educationabackgroundr physicahbilities.

1.3.No staging:Do not askchildrento tell a story or take an actionthat is not part of their own
history.

1.4 .Ensurethat the child or guardianknowsthey are talkingwith a reporter. Explainthe purpose
of the interviewandits intendeduse.

1.5.0btainpermissionfrom the child and his or her guardianfor all interviews,videotapingand,
when possible, for documentary photographs. When possible and appropriate, this
permissionshouldbe in writing. Permissiormust be obtainedin circumstanceshat ensure
that the child and guardianare not coercedin any way and that they understandthat they
are part of a story that might be disseminatedlocally and globally. This is usually only
ensuredif the permissionis obtainedin the child’'slanguageand if the decisionis madein
consultationwith anadultthe childtrusts.

1.6.Payattention to where and how the child is interviewed. Limit the number of interviewers
and photographers.Tryto makecertainthat childrenare comfortableand ableto tell their
story without outside pressure,including from the interviewer. In film, video and radio
interviews, considerwhat the choiceof visualor audio backgroundmight imply about the
child and her or his life story. Ensurethat the child would not be endangeredor adversely
affectedby showingtheir home,communityor generalwhereabouts.
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2. Guidelinesfor reporting on children

2.1 Donot further stigmatizeany child; avoid categorizationsor descriptionsthat exposea child
to negativereprisalsincludingadditionalphysicalor psychologicaharm, or to lifelongabuse,
discriminationor rejectionby their localcommunities.

2.2 Alwaysprovidean accuratecontextfor the child’sstory or image.

2.3 Alwayschangethe nameandobscurethe visualidentity of anychildwho isidentified as:

a. Avictim of sexualabuseor exploitation,

b. A perpetrator of physicalor sexualabuse,

C. HIV positive, or living with AIDS unlessthe child, a parent or a guardiangivesfully
informedconsent,

d. Chargedr convictedof a crime.

2.4 In certaincircumstance®f riskor potential risk of harm or retribution, changethe nameand
obscurethe visualidentity of anychildwho isidentified as:

a. Acurrentor former child combatant,
b. Anasylumseeker arefugeeor aninternal displacedperson.

2.5 In certain cases,usinga child’sidentity — their name and /or recognizableémageris in the
child’sbestinterests.However,whenthe child’'sidentity is used,they muststill be protected
againstharmandsupportedthroughany stigmatizationor reprisals.

Someexamplef thesespecialcasesare:

a. When a child initiates contact with the reporter, wanting to exercisetheir right to
freedomof expressiorandtheir right to havetheir opinionheard.

b. Whena child is part of a sustainedprogrammeof activismor socialmobilizationand
wantsto be soidentified.

c. When a child is engagedin a psychologicaprogrammeand claimingtheir name and
identity is part of their healthydevelopment.

2.6 Confirmthe accuracyof what the child hasto say, either with other children or an adult,
preferablywith both.

2.7 Whenin doubt about whether a child is at risk, report on the generalsituation for children
rather than on anindividualchild, no matter how newsworthythe story.

Forfurther details,visit:
https://www.unicef.ora/esaro/5440 quidelines_interview.html
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Annexure 1
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Annexure 2

National AgenciesProtectingChildren

* NationalHumanRightsCommissiofNHRC) www.nhrc.nic.in

* NationalCommissiorior the Protectionof ChildRights(NCPCR) www.ncpcr.gov.in
*  Ministry of Womenand ChildDevelopment| www.wcd.nic.in

e Ministry of Labourand Employmentand RelatedBodies| www.labour.gov.in

» Ministry of Socialusticeand Empowerment| www.socialjustice.nic.in

* Ministry of HumanResourcébevelopment| www.mhrd.gov.in

e Ministry of Healthand FamilyWelfare | www.mohfw.nic.in

» CentralAdoptionResourcéAuthority (CARA)] www.cara.nic.in

» CentralSociaWelfareBoard | www.cswb.gov.in
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Annexure 3

ActsRelatedto Children

YV V V V V V V V V V

Commission$or Protectionof ChildRightsAct,2005and Rules2006
Juvenilelusticg(Careand Protectionof Children)Act,2015and Rules2016
Protectionof Childrenfrom SexualOffencesAct,2012and Rules2012
Rightof Childrento Freeand CompulsoryeducationAct,2009andRules2010
TheChildLabour(Prohibitionand RegulationAmendmentAct, 2016
ImmoralTraffic(Prevention)Act, 1986

TheProhibitionof ChildMarriageAct,2006
YoungPersongHarmfulPublicationsAct, 1956

Medicaltermination of PregnancyAct, 1971

PreConceptiorand Pre Natal DiagnosticTechniqueg¢Regulatiorand Preventionof Misuse)Act,
1994

The Infant Milk Substitutes, FeedingBottles and Infant Foods (Regulationof Production,
Supplyand Distribution)AmendmentAct, 2003

NationalFoodSecurityAct,2013
Conventionon the Rightsof the Child,CRC1989
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Annexure 4
SCPCR(ffices
S.No.| Name Address/Phone/Email
1 Andaman & Nicobar islands Commission for | Tel: 03192p32799
Protectionof ChildRights Email.directorsw4@gmail.com
Email:scpcrandhrapradesh@gmail.com
5 Andhra PradeshState Commissiorfor Protection | scpcrap@goodlegroups.com
of ChildRights Tel:9642891480
3 Arunachal Pradesh State Commission for | womenofarunachal@rediffmail.com
Protectionof ChildRights Email;apsewitanagar@gmail.com
AssamState Commissionfor Protection of Child| Tel:03612638654
4 . o . .
Rights Email:ascpcr@rediffmail.com
5 Bihar State Commissionfor Protection of Child| Tel:06122211718/2215288
Rights Email:scpcr.bihar@gmail.com
6 ChandigarhCommissionfor Protection of Child| Tel:9815125784
Rights Email:chairpersonccpcr@gmail.com
: . . .| Tel:07712420093/94
7 ChhattlsgarhCommlssmnfor Protection of Child Tel:07712420093/94
Rights . :
Email:cgscpcr@gmail.com
. . I ICPCSCounsellb260£2632027
8 ai:r:)(;nl\lrr;llsasllrar;‘l?l:sIIiDrotectlon of ChildRightsrDadra Tel:0260223088
g Email:sw_dnh@nic.in
9 ngan& Diu Commissiorfor Protection of Child Email:sotp dmn dd@nic.in
Rights
10 Delhi Commissionfor Protection of Child Rights| Tel:011£3862685/91
(DCPCR) Email:dcpcr@hotmail.com
11 Goa Commissionfor Protection of Child Rights| Tel:08322421870
(GCPCR) Email:gscfpocr@yahoo.in
12 Guijarat State Commissiorfor Protectionof Child | Tel:07923255669
Rights Email:gscpcr@gmail.com
13 HaryanaCommissiorfor Protectionof ChildRights TeI:O_1.722560349 .
Email:scpcrhr mail.com
14 Himachal PradeshCommissionfor Protection of | Tel: 01772645178
ChildRights Email:shyamadogra@yahoo.com
L : jscpcr@gmail.com
15 Jhgrkhgnd State Commissionfor Protection of Tel-06512223544/45/46
ChildRights L .
Email:cp.jscpcr@gmail.com
16 Karnataka State Commissionfor Protection of | Tel:08022115291/92
ChildRights(KCPCR) Email:kscpcr@gmail.com
17 Kerala State Commissionfor Protection of Child| Tel:04712326603

Rights

Email:childrights.cpcr@kerala.gov.in
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Lakshadweetate Commissiorfor Protection of

8547009639

18 I Tel:04896262204
ChildRights Email:lak cdpo@nic.in
19 MadhyaPradeshState Commissiorfor Protection Ei;r;%cii?gg:r?;ﬁgﬁ
of ChildRights ' '
20 MaharashtraCommissionfor Protection of Child| Tel:02222027050
Rights(MCPCR) Email:mscpcr@gmail.com
21 Manipur Commissiorior Protectionof ChildRights TeI:9_4?36021772/_9862027330
Email:mcpcrmanipur@gmail.com
22 Meghalaya State Commissionfor Protection of | Tel:03642500175
ChildRights Email:mscpcrcp@gmail.com
23 M_izoram State Commissiorfor Protectionof Child Tel:2323224Email:
Rights
24 g%%azlszz\sgsct:aggclqt))mmlssmrior protection of Child Email:meilapongener@yahoo.co.in
OdishaState Commissionfor Protection of Child osc.pcr.od@nlc.ln
25 Rights(OSCPCR) TeI.Q674r2394041 _
Email:oscpcr2012@gmail.com
26 Puducherry Commissionfor Protection of Child| Tel:04132244964/2242621
Rights Email:socwel.pon@nic.in
27 Punjab State Commissionfor Protection of Child| Tel:01722740811
Rights Email:
08 Rajasthan State Commissionfor Protection of | Tel:01412709319/2713602/2708980
ChildRights(RSCPCR) Email:rscpcer.jaipur@gmail.com
29 SikkimCommissiorfor Protection of Child Rights| Tel:03592203217
(SCPCR) Email:yousa.lachenpa@gmail.com
30 Tamil Nadu Commissionfor Protection of Child | Tel:04426426421/26427022/26421359
Rights(TNCPCR) Email:scpcrtn@gmail.com
31 TelanganaState Commissionfor Protection of | Tel:04023733665
ChildRights Email:
32 TripuraCommissiorior Protectionof ChildRights TeI:O_3.812329150 :
Email:rgangulytcpcr@gmail.com
Uttar PradeshCommissiorfor Protectionof Child | Tel:05222308538
33 . o :
Rights Email:upbalaayog@gmail.com
34 Uttrakhand Commissionfor Protection of Child| Tel:013527758130.6/2775909
Rights(UCPCR) Email:scpcr.uk@gmail.com
35 West BengalCommissionfor Protection of Child | Tel:03323560381

Rights

Email:wbscpcr@gmail.com
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